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The  duties  of  the  National  Defense  Research  Committee 
were  (1)  to  recommend  to  the  Director  of  OSRD  suitable 
projects  and  research  programs  on  the  instrumentalities  of 
warfare,  together  with  contract  facilities  for  carrying  out 
these  projects  and  programs,  and  (2)  to  administer  the  tech¬ 
nical  end  scientific  work  of  the  contracts.  More  specifically, 
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performance  of  the  work  involved  in  such  projects  were 
first  reviewed  by  NDRC,  and  if  approved,  recommended  to 
the  Director  of  OSRD.  Upon  approval  of  a  proposal  by  the 
Director,  a  contract  permitting  maximum  flexibility  of 
scientific  effort  was  arranged,  The  business  aspects  of  the 
contract,  including  such  matters  as  materials,  clearances, 
vouchers,  patents,  priorities,  legal  matters,  and  administra¬ 
tion  o*  patent  matters  were  handled  by  the  Executive  Sec¬ 
retary  of  QSRD. 
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NDRC  FOREWORD 


as  events  of  the  years  preceding  1910  revealed  more 
■Aa  and  more  clearly  the  seriousness  of  the  world 
situation,  man)  scientists  in  this  country  came  to 
realize  the  need  of  organizing  scientific  research  lot 
service  in  a  national  emergency.  Recommendations 
which  they  made  to  the  White  House  were  given  care¬ 
ful  and  sympathetic  attention,  and  as  a  result  the 
National  Defense  Research  Committee  [NDRC]  was 
formed  by  Executive  Order  of  the  President  in  the 
.summer  of  19-10.  The  members  of  NDRC,  appointed 
by  the  President,  were  instructed  to  supplement  the 
work  of  the  Army  and  the  Navy  in  the  development 
of  the  instrumentalities  of  war.  A  y  ear  later,  upon  the 
establishment  of  the  Office  of  Scientific  Research  and 
Development  [OSRD],  NDRC  became  one  of  its 
units. 

'The  Summary  Technical  Report  of  NDRC  is  a 
conscientious  effort  on  the  pan  of  NDRC  to  sum¬ 
marize  and  evaluate  its  work  and  ter  present  it  in  a 
useful  and  permanent  form.  It  comprises  some  sev¬ 
enty  volumes  broken  into  groups  corresponding  to 
tire  NDRC  Divisions,  Panels,  and  Committees. 

The  Summary  Technical  Report  of  each  Division, 
Panel,  or  Committee  is  an  integral  survey  of  the  work 
of  that  group.  The  first  volume  of  each  gio tip's  repoj  t 
contains  a  summary  of  the  report,  stating  the  prob¬ 
lems  presented  and  the  philosophy  of  attacking  them 
and  summarizing  the  results' of  the  research,  develop¬ 
ment,  and  training  activities  undertaken.  Some  voi- 
uines  may  be  “state  of  the  art"  treatises  covering 
subjects  to  which  various  research  groups  have  con¬ 
tributed  information.  Others  may  contain  descrip¬ 
tions  of  devices  developed  in  the  lalw>ratories.  A 
master  index  of  all  these  divisional,  panel,  and  com¬ 
mittee  reports  which  together  constitute  the  .Sum¬ 
mary  Technical  Report  of  NDRC  is  contained  in  a 
separate  volume,  which  also  includes  the  index  of  a 
microfilm  record  of  pertinent  technical  laboratory 
reports  and  reference  material. 

Some  of  the  NDRC-spomored  reseat ches  which 
had  been  declassified  by  the  end  of  1915  were  of  suffi¬ 
cient  popular  interest  that  it  was  found  desirable  to 
report  them  in  the  form  of  monographs,  such  as  the 
series  on  radar  by  Division  14  and  the  monograph  on 
sampling  inspection  by  the  Applied  Mathematics 
Panel.  Since  the  material  treated  in  them  is  not 


duplicated  in  the  Summary  Technical  Report  of 
NDRC,  the  monographs  are  an  important  part  of  the 
stor  of  these  aspects  of  NDRC  research. 

In  contrast  to  the  information  on  radar,  which  is  of 
widespread  interest  and  much  of  which  is  released  to 
the  public,  tlte  research  on  .subsurface  warfare  is 
largely  classified  and  is  of  general  interest  to  a  more 
restricted  group.  As  a  consequence,  the  report  of 
Division  (>  is  found  almost  entirely  in  its  Summary 
Technical  Report,  which  runs  to  over  twenty  vol¬ 
umes.  The  extent  of  the  work  of  a  Division  cannot 
therefore  be  judged  solely  by  the  number  of  volumes 
devoted  r>  :t  in  the  Summary  Technical  Report  of 
NDRC:  account  must  be  taken  of  the  monographs 
and  available  reports  published  elsewhere. 

Any  great  cooperative  endeavor  must  stand  or  fall 
with  the  will  and  integrity  of  the  men  engaged  in  it. 
This  fact  held  true  for  NDRC  from  its  inception,  and 
for  Division  6  under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  John  T. 
Tate.  To  Dr,  Tate  and  the  men  who  worked  with 
him— some  as  members  of  Division  (i,  some  as  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Division’s  contractors— belongs  the 
sincere  gratitude  of  the  Nation  for  a  difficult  and 
often  dangerous  job  well  done.  The  ir  cflorts  contrib¬ 
uted  significantly  to  the  outcome  of  our  naval  opera¬ 
tions  during  the  war  and  richly  deserv  ed  the  warm 
response  they  received  from  the  Navy.  In  addition, 
their  contributions  to  the  knowledge  of  the  ocean 
and  to  the  art  of  oceanographic  research  will  as¬ 
suredly  speed  peacetime  investigations  in  this  field 
and  bring  rich  benefits  to  all  mankind. 

The  Summary  Technical  Report  of  Division  6,  pre¬ 
pared  under  the  direction  of  the  Division  Chief  and 
authorized  by  him  for  pub-  ton,  not  only  presents 
the  methods  and  results  of  ly  varied  research  and 
development  programs  lint  ssentially  a  record  of 
the  unstinted  loyal  cooperation  of  able  men  linked  in 
.t  common  tSlori  to  contribute  to  the  defense  of  their 
Nation.  To  them  all  we  ex  tend  our  deep  appreciation. 

Vannfv  ar  Bush,  Director 
Office  of  Scientific  Research  and  Development 

j.  B.  Conant,  Chairman 
Nat  orrnl  Defense  Research  Committee 
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This  voi  ume  deals  with  the  pliysical  properties  of 
the  medium  in  which  subsurface  warfare  is  waged. 
It  is.  much  more  than  an  account  ol  the  oceanographic 
research  sponsored  by  the  Division.  It  is  a  text  in 
which  the  science  of  physical  oceanography  is  pre¬ 
sented  with  special  reference  to  the  significant  appli¬ 
cations  of  that  science  to  naval  operations.  Because  of 
this,  it  should  prove  to  Ik:  of  wide  interest  to  ail  Navy 
personnel. 

1  he  Division  is  deeply  indebted  to  Mr.  C,  O'D. 

1  sol  in,  Diratoi  of  the  Woods  Hole  Oceanographic 
Institution,  not  only  for  his  willingness  to  undertake 
the  task  of  collecting  and  editing  the  material  pre¬ 
sented  in  this  report,  hut  also  for  the  fruitful  partici¬ 
pation  oi  his  institution  in  the  research  and  develop¬ 
ment  program  of  die  Division. 


Special  acknowledgment  should  also  be  made  to 
the  contributions  from  the  Scripps  Institution  of 
Oceanography  of  the  University  of  California.  The 
staff  of  that  institution  provided  riot  only  broad 
knowledge  of  the  problems  involved  but  also  special¬ 
ized  knowledge  of  conditions  in  the  Pacific  Areas. 

From  the  beginning  this  research  program  has  re¬ 
ceived  the  most  cordial  support  of  the  Navy.  The 
Bureau  of  Ships,  Hydrographic  Office,  and  forces 
afloat  united  to  assist  in  every  way  both  the  progress 
of  the  work  and  the  application  of  the  results  to 
operations. 


John  T.  Tai  k 
Chief.  Division  6 
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PREFACE 


Physical  oceanography  is  one  of  the  most  back¬ 
ward  of  the  geophysical  sciences,  in  general  it  can 
be  said  that  until  quite  recent  years  the  physical  as¬ 
pects  of  the  ocean  wete  studied  mainly  as  an  adjunct 
to  marine  biology.  The  practical  applications  seemed 
to  lie  in  fisheries  problems,  and  the  thinking  of  some 
oceanographers  has  been  influenced  accordingly. 
Others  have  been  mainly  concerned  with  the  geo¬ 
graphic  approach.  More  recently  a  number  of  me¬ 
teorologists  have  become  interested  in  the  circulation 
problem  in  the  sca  because  of  the  several  analogies 
with  atmospheric  problems. 

Perhaps  for  these  reasons  one  finds,  on  The  whole, 
rather  little  in  the  standard  oceanographic  text  books 
that  is  helpful  in  understanding  the  transmission  of 
sound  in  sea  water.  The  chief  aim  of  the  present  vol¬ 
ume  has  been  to  remedy  this  situation.  It  is  hoped 
that  it  may  Ire  useful  to  those  continuing  with  under¬ 


water  acoustics  to  have  available  a  simple  summary 
of  those  aspects  of  physical  oceanography  which  help 
to  explain  the  behavior  of  sound  in  sea  water.  Since 
up  to  the  present  time  rather  little  oceanographic  re¬ 
search  has  been  carried  on  in  conjunction  with 
acoustical  studies,  to  those  trained  in  the  laboratory 
sciences  this  volume  may  seem  rather  elementary  and 
none  too  well  documented.  Nevertheless,  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  stage  of  physical  oceanography,  we  doubt  that  it 
would  be  profitable  to  treat  the  subject  more  ex¬ 
haustively.  The  fact  remains  that  our  knowledge  con¬ 
cerning  the  ocean  is  stilll  rather  superficial. 

It  is  hoped  that  in  the  future  underwater  acoustics 
and  physical  oceanography  will  develop  in  close  asso¬ 
ciation,  If  the  present  volume  does  nothing  more 
than  to  indicate  how  closely  these  two  subjects  are 
intertwined,  it  will  have  served  a  useful  purpose. 

G.  O’D,  I  SELIN 
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PART  I 

PHYSICAL  OCEANOGRAPHY  AND  SUBSURFACE  WARFARE 


RESTRICTED 


Chapter  1 

INTRODUCTION 


as  the  instrumentation  of  warfare  at  sea  has  cle- 
A  velopeci,  and  as  these  instruments  are  used  by 
skillful  operators  from  faster  ships  or  at  more  nearly 
their  extreme  range,  the  final  limitation  is  frequently 
imposed  by  the  physical  characteristics  of  the  me¬ 
dium  which  vary  both  seasonally  and  geographically. 
Thus  in  a  very  real  sense  there  is  an  oceanography  of 
naval  warfare. 

As  far  as  subsurface  warfare  is  concerned,  naval 
oceanography  has  already  developed  far  enough  to 
play  a  part  in  both  operational  and  materiel  activ¬ 
ities.  Knowledge  of  the  sound  conditions  often  makes 
it  possible  to  use  sonar  gear  more  effectively  and  is 
sometimes  a  factor  in  deciding  the  proper  tactical 
deployment  of  vessels.  Knowledge  concerning  the 
subsurface  distribution  of  temperature  and  salinity 
improves  the  diving  operations  of  submarines  and  to 
a  considerable  degree  affects  their  choice  of  offensive 
and  evasive  maneuvers.  Oceanographic  limitations 
have  caused  considerable  modification  of  the  stand¬ 
ard  procedures  for  operating  sonar  gear  and  have  in 
some  cases  influenced  its  design.  They  have  also  re¬ 
quired  the  development  and  manufacture  of  instru¬ 
ments  to  aid  in  predictions. 

As  time  goes  on,  it  becomes  increasingly  clear  that 
just  as  climate  and  terrain  affect  the  strategy  of 
armies,  so  seasonal  and  geographical  characteristics 
of  the  oceans  must  enter  into  the  planning  of  the 
Navy.  Winds,  waves,  and  currents  influence  subsur¬ 
face  warfare,  as  well  as  aerial  and  amphibious  opera¬ 
tions,  in  ways  that  are  new  and  different  but  no  less 
real  than  the  limitations  they  placed  on  the  old 
Navies.  There  are  particular  times  and  places  best 
suited  to  the  operation  of  the  diverse  and  specialized 
modern  fighting  ships,  and  skillful  planning  includes 
oceanography  in  the  list  of  operational  factors  to  be 
considered. 

It  is  the  primary  purpose  of  this  report  to  discuss 
the  general  principles  of  oceanography,  particularly 
in  relation  to  subsurface  warfare.  Special  emphasis  is 
placed  on  the  parts  of  the  subject  that  are  most  inter¬ 
esting  from  the  practical  standpoint,  namely  the  tem¬ 
perature  and  salinity  of  the  upper  few  hundred  feet 
of  water  and  their  seasonal  and  geographical  varia¬ 
tions,  winds  and  waves  and  their  effects  on  sound  con¬ 


ditions,  and  bottom  sediments  in  relation  to  shallow- 
water  echo  ranging.  However,  the  discussion  is  not 
limited  entirely  to  matters  of  immediate  practical 
importance  since  a  more  general  knowledge  of  physi¬ 
cal  oceanography  is  essential  for  proper  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  sonar  charts  and  bathythermograph  records. 
The  theoretical  aspects  of  the  subject  are  necessarily 
dealt  with  in  a  brief  and  nontechnical  fashion  here. 
For  more  complete  treatment  there  are  several  stand¬ 
ard  textbooks  of  oceanography  available.1-® 

Physical  oceanography  has  been  somewhat  slower 
to  develop  than  the  other  branches  of  the  geophys¬ 
ical  sciences,  in  part  because  of  the  expense  and  diffi¬ 
culties  of  carrying  out  research  on  shipboard  and  in 
part  because  until  recently  it  was  not  generally  real¬ 
ized  how  many  practical  advantages  were  to  be 
gained  through  increased  knowledge  of  the  physical 
characteristics  of  the  ocean.  It  was  the  biological  as¬ 
pects  of  oceanography  which  were  at  first  empha¬ 
sized,  rather  than  the  physical. 

I  he  Germans  seem  to  have  been  early  aware  of  the 
potential  importance  of  physical  oceanography  to 
modern  naval  operations,  but  it  is  not  known  at  this 
time  how  far  they  developed  the  subject  in  relation 
to  underwater  sound  transmission.  It  is  known  that 
during  the  period  between  the  two  world  wars,  the 
Deutsche  Seewarte  at  Hamburg  and  the  Institut  £iir 
Meereskundc  at  Berlin  were  strongly  supported  by 
the  government,  and  the  German  Navy  had  an  ocean¬ 
ographic  laboratory  at  Wilhelmshafen.  Able  staffs 
were  assembled  and  German  naval  vessels  were  used 
in  extended  field  surveys.  One  result  of  this  active  in¬ 
terest  in  oceanography  on  the  part  of  the  German 
Navy,  namely  an  atlas  of  the  changes  in  density  of  the 
water,  both  horizontally  and  vertically,  was  found  in 
1941  on  a  captured  German  submarine.  'Ibis  was 
designed  primarily  so  guide  the  diving  officer,  but 
nothing  so  definite  can  be  cited  in  connection  with 
sound  transmisson.  The  Japanese  government  has 
also  taken  an  active  interest  in  hydrological  surveys. 

Although  in  our  country  the  Hydrographic  Office 
had  pioneered  in  the  early  development  of  the  sub¬ 
ject,  when  currents  and  weather  at  sea  were  more 
important  to  navigation  than  they  are  today,  of 
recent  years  the  further  exploration  of  the  ocean  has 
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Seen  left  largely  to  private  institutions.  Before  the 
present  war  only  a  very  small  beginning  had  been 
made  by  our  Navy  in  the  study  of  the  physical  factors 
influencing  underwater  sound  transmission  or  the 
operation  of  submerged  submarines.  The  relatively 
few  physical  oceanographers  in  this  country  were 
only  vaguely  aware  of  how  their  studies  might  ix  of 
interest  to  the  Navy. 

There  have  been  four  active  centers  of  research  in 
physical  oceanography  in  this  country  during  the 
war  years:  namely,  the  Oceanographic  Unit  of  the 
Hydrographic  Office,  the  Scripps  institution  of 
Oceanography  [SIO],  at  La  Jolla,  the  Oceanographic 
Section  of  the  University  of  California  Division  of 
War  Research  [UCDWR]  at  San  Diego,  and  the 
Woods  Hole  Oceanographic  Institution  [WHOI].  As 
far  as  the  oceanography  of  subsurface  warfare  is  con¬ 
cerned,  the  two  latter  laboratories  have  carried  out 
more  of  the  research,  but  the  interests  of  these  four 
groups  have  been  so  close  that  it  would  be  difficult  in 
this  report  to  place  credit  where  it  is  due.  In  fact, 
even  the  personnel  has  been  freely  exchanged.  In 
general,  of  course,  at  Woods  Hole  the  studies  have 
dealt  particularly  with  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  while  for 
the  most  part  at  San  Diego  and  La  Jolla  data  from 
the  Pacific  have  been  analyzed. 

It  is  perhaps  worth  noting  in  passing  that  ocean¬ 
ography  is  of  importance  to  the  Navy  in  a  number 
of  ways  quite  different  from  those  discussed  here 
and,  therefore,  at  some  of  these  laboratories  active 
research  has  been  in  progress  which  is  more  or  less 
unrelated  to  submarine  warfare.  For  example,  on  the 
biological  side  studies  have  been  carried  out  of  the 
fouling  of  underwater  surfaces.  In  mine  warfare  the 
currents  and  the  character  of  the  bottom  sediments 
sometimes  must  be  taken  into  account.  In  amphibi¬ 
ous  operations  results  of  research  on  waves  are  im¬ 
portant.  To  some  extent  these  few  examples  have 
been  cited  to  explain  why  the  few  qualified  oceanog¬ 
raphers  available  in  this  country  at  the  start  of  the 
war  have  had  to  take  up  many  and  diverse  studies. 
They  have  been  ab’y  assisted  by  scientists  and  tech¬ 
nicians  front  related  fields,  but  there  has  been  too 
little  time  as  yet  to  develop  any  one  of  the  practical 
naval  aspects  of  the  subject  as  fully  as  is  perhaps 
warranted. 

It  is  therefore  worth  considering  in  this  volume 
not  only  what  has  been  done  but  also  what  problems 
remain  unsolved,  "With  both  these  aims  in  mind,  the 
report  begins  with  an  account  of  the  investigations 


that  were  undertaken  to  determine  the  effects  of 
oceanography  on  subsurface  warfare,  the  instru¬ 
ments  that  were  developed,  the  methods  of  using  the 
instruments  for  prediction  purposes,  and  the  ways  in 
which  these  methods  might  be  improved.  It  con¬ 
tinues  with  a  chapter  on  the  transmission  of  sound 
in  sea  water  atsd  another  on  submarine  diving  prob¬ 
lems.  Since  other  volumes  of  the  series  deal  specific¬ 
ally  with  these  subjects,  both  are  treated  summarily 
here,  giving  only  such  facts  as  are  needed  for  the  prac¬ 
tical  interpretation  of  the  oceanographic  material 
that  follows.  The  latter  is  divided  into  two  parts.  One 
deals  primarily  with  the  temperature  and  salinity 
structure  of  the  ocean  and  its  daily  and  seasonal 
changes  due  to  heating,  cooling,  evaporation,  and 
the  various  other  physical  processes  that  take  place  at 
the  surface  of  the  sea.  The  other  is  concerned  with 
the  effect  on  sound  conditions  of  geographical  and 
local  variability  of  the  oceans.  Here  arc  discussed 
ocean  currents  and  eddies,  coastal  waters  and  bottom 
sediments,  and  special  phenomena  associated  with 
winds  and  tides.  „ 

PREWAR  INVESTIGATIONS  OF  THE 
ROLE  OF  REFRACTION  IN  UNDERWATER 
SOUND  TRANSMISSION 

As  far  as  is  known,  in  this  country  the  role  of  re¬ 
fraction  in  echo  ranging  was  first  seriously  con¬ 
sidered  in  1937  when  some  transmission  measure¬ 
ments  were  made  of t  Guantanamo,  Cuba,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  measurements  of  the  vertical  temperature 
structure  of  the  water.  The  latter  was  determined  by 
means  of  closely  spaced  mercurial  thermometers.  It 
was  shown  that  the  decrease  in  the  speed  of  sound 
with  depth,  due  to  the  decrease  of  temperature  with 
depth  near  projector  level,  could  sometimes  cause 
sufficient  downward  refraction  so  that  the  beam 
passed  beneath  a  shallow  target,  excep*  at  relatively 
short  ranges.  Very  shortly  afterwards  the  same  idea 
was  advanced  independently  at  the  West  Coast 
Sound  School  [WCSS],  San  Diego.  It  is  important  to 
note  that  both  oil  Guantanamo  and  San  Diego  the 
echo-ranging  operations  were  carried  out  in  deep 
water  in  areas  where  the  effects  of  downward  refrac¬ 
tion  arc  particularly  striking.  A  large  percentage  of 
the  earlier  tests  of  sonar  gear  had  been  conducted  in 
places  where  refraction  effects  were  not  so  frequent. 

In  the  course  of  the  transmission  measurements  off 
Guantanamo,  and  during  a  second  cruise  off  New 
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London  the  following  summer,  it  became  obvious 
that  an  instrument  which  would  record  temperature 
continuously  against  deptli  as  it  is  lowered  into  the 
sea  would  havea  great  advantage  in  refraction  studies 
over  the  conventional  deep  sea  reversing  thermome¬ 
ters  of  oceanography.  A  crude  model  of  such  an  in¬ 
strument  was  at  that  time  being  tested  at  the  Woods 
Hole  Oceanographic  Institution.  This  instrument 
had  been  named  the  bathythermograph  [BT]  and 
was  in  fact  actually  used  on  a  few  occasions  during 
the  second  series  of  transmission  measurements. 
Modifications  resulted  in  a  somewhat  improved  BT 
which  gave  fair  results  when  used  from  a  vessel  mov¬ 
ing  at  6  or  7  knots  and  which  was  used  successfully  for 
occa nogra ph ic  s tudics.“*  ■* 

'•2  DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  SURFACE 
VESSEL  BATHYTHERMOGRAPH 

Beginning  in  October  1910,  the  performance  of  the 
BT  was  further  modified  by  WHOI  working  under 
contract  with  the  National  Defense  Research  Com¬ 
mittee  with  the  idea  of  using  it  as  a  naval  instrument. 
It  was  then  realized  that  for  use  by  the  surface  vessels 
of  the  Navy  such  an  instrument  had  to  be  workable 
at  speeds  of  at  least  32  to  15  knots,  and  this  imposed 
very  definite  limitations  on  the  design.  It  will  be 
worth  while  here  to  discuss  briefly  these  limitations. 

First  of  all  it  was  essential  to  have  a  light,  rugged 
instrument  that  could  utilize  the  sounding-lead  prin¬ 
ciple  of  falling  freely  through  the  water  in  order  to 
gain  sufficient  depth  before  the  drag  of  the  wire  by 
which  it  is  recovered  becomes  limiting.  The  alter¬ 
native  would  be  to  give  the  instrument  diving  fins  to 
aid  in  its  descent,  which  would  require  in  turn  a 
heavier  cable  to  retrieve  it  and  a  more  powerful 
winch,  thus  increasing  both  the  expense  and  the 
difficulties  of  handling  the  gear. 

In  order  to  exploit  the  sounding-lead  principle 
the  instrument  must  have  a  very  rapid  thermal  re¬ 
sponse.  Otherwise  it  could  not  record  the  vertical 
temperature  changes  accurately.  This  is  desirable 
from  another  standpoint  as  well.  Any  instrument 
which  is  either  lowered  or  raised  at  less  than  the 
maximum  possible  speed  begins  to  be  influenced  by 
horizontal  temperature  variations.  This  could  be 
overcome  in  part,  it  is  true,  by  causing  the  instrument 

“The  instrument  used  in  tins  work  was  lire  outgrowth  of  a 
preliminary  mode!  called  an  "oceanograph."  which  was  built  by 
Rossby  and  Lange  at  WHOI  in  1934. 


to  record  only  as  it  is  lowered  or  raised.  However,  the 
only  way  to  be  certain  that  the  thermal  clement  is 
functioning  properly  is  to  record  most  of  both  the  up 
and  the  down  temperature  changes.  Agreement  be¬ 
tween  the  two  traces  is  proof  that  vertical  and  not 
horizontal  gradients  have  been  measured. 

Another  major  requirement  is  that  the  tempera¬ 
ture  record  must  be  relatively  free  from  the  effects  of 
vibration  so  that  very  slight  temperature  changes 
with  depth  can  be  observed,  especially  in  the  upper 
50  feet  of  the  water  column.  This  necessity  practically 
precluded  the  use  of  diving  planes.  Also,  it  again 
raised  the  question  of  whether  or  not  the  instrument 
should  he  constructed  to  record  only  the  down  trace, 
since  vibration  is  most  likely  to  occur  during  the 
raising.  It  was  decided  that  such  vibration  as  oc¬ 
curred  was  not  serious  enough  to  offset  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  having  both  traces  recorded  on  the  slide.  Since 
that  time,  however,  there  has  been  an  increasing  ten¬ 
dency  to  take  readings  at  high  speeds,  thus  increas¬ 
ing  the  vibration  and  sometimes  making  it  difficult 
to  interpret  the  records.  Vibration  is  therefore  the 
greatest  weakness  of  the  surface  vessel  BT  discussed 
here,  and  modifications  may  be  required, 

Lite  instrument  must  lx*  used  repeatedly  from  a 
relatively  fast  ship,  making  it  almost  impossible  to 
have  it  record  on  deck.  Insulated  electric  cables  would 
never  stand  use  on  a  high-speed  winch.  Finally*  be¬ 
cause  at  best  there  is  a  good  chance  that  the  wire  may 
become  fouled  in  the  screws  resulting  in  the  loss  of 
the  instrument,  it  should  be  inexpensive  and  easy  to 
manufacture.  "1  bus  a  mechanical  type  of  thermal 
element  is  almost  a  necessity. 

These  considerations  and  the  tests  carried  out  dur¬ 
ing  the  autumn  of  1910  in  the  western  North  Atlantic 
led  to  a  simple,  rugged  design  which  has  not  been 
essentially  altered  since.  A  Bourdon-type  thermal 
element,  which  is  compensated  by  a  bimetallic  strip 
to  take  care  of  the  difference  in  temperature  between 
the  water  inside  the  instrument  and  that  through 
which  it  is  passing,  actuates  a  pen  arm  that  records 
on  a  smoked  glass  slide  mounted  rigidly  on  the  pres¬ 
sure  element  (Figures  1-3).  The  pressure  element  is 
of  the  bellows  type,  having  a  stiff  Internal  spring  and 
an  accurately  machined  internal  guide  rod.  The 
effect  of  increasing  external  pressure  is  to  shorten  the 
length  of  the  bellows. 

The  speed  of  response  of  the  thermal  element  is 
such  that  about  80  per  cent  of  the  full  temperature 
range  can  be  achieved  in  less  than  1  second.  While 
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Figure  1.  Diagram  of  bathythermograph. 


PISTON 

HEAD 


HELICAL 

SPRING 


STYLUS 

ARM 


XYLENE  FILLED 
TU 


BOURDON 

TUBE. 


the  absolute  accuracy  of  such  a  thermal  system  is  not 
notably  great  unless  it  is  frequently  calibrated,  it 


Figure  2.  Photograph  of  installation. 


records  vertical  temperature  gradients  accurately 
enough  for  practical  purposes  when  combined  with  a 
good  pressure  element.  A  rough  temperature  calibra¬ 
tion  can  be  maintained,  provided  the  surface  tem¬ 
perature  is  observed  with  a  reliable  mercurial  ther¬ 
mometer. 

Early  in  the  development,  of  the  BT  a  basic  deci¬ 
sion  had  to  be  made.  Should  it  record  temperature 
against  depth  or,  on  the  assumption  that  salinity  is 
constant  with  depth,  should  it  record  the  speed  of 
sound?  To  have  the  instrument  read  directly  in  terms 
of  the  velocity  of  sound  was  obviously  the  direct  ap¬ 
proach  to  the  refraction  problem,  yet  in  the  end  other 
considerations  outweighed  this  one.  Approximately  ~ 
70  to  SO  per  cent  of  the  time  there  exists  near  the 
surface  a  virtually  isothermal  layer  which  is  stirred 
by  convection  and  by  the  wind.  However,  this  is  not 
an  iso  velocity  layer,  because  of  the  effect  of  pressure 
on  the  speed  of  sound.  Thus  the  proper  performance 
of  the  thermal  element  can  be  much  better  judged  in 
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SUBMARINES 


Figure  3.  Photograph  of  a  bathythcrtnogratii 
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Figure  4.  Diagram  of  submarine  bathythermograph 
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i!iv  best  location  lor  the  thermal  element  on  the 
's.!5  ■  C  tile  submarine  is  still  a  matter  to  be  settled  by 
definithc  tests.  Locating  i‘  high  oil  the  conning  tower 
has  in  the  past  been  an  acceptable  compromise  be¬ 
tween  a  still  higher  position  which  would  be  prefer¬ 
able  for  acoustical  purposes  anti  a  lower  position 
which  would  favor  diving.  It  is  possible  that  two  in¬ 
stallations  will  be  used  later.  Except  for  this  ques¬ 
tion,  the  initial  design  problem  of  the  BT  for  sub¬ 
marines  was  not  a  difficult  one.  It  was  a  matter  of 
building  a  sufficiently  rugged  and  simple  instrument 
which  would  fit  into  the  available  space.  Again  a 
Bourdon-type  thermal  element  was  used  with  suit¬ 
able  compensation  for  temperature  changes  inside 


the  hull  of  the  submarine.  Another  Bourdon  tube 
was  used  as  a  pressure  clement  by  connecting  it  with 
the  pressure  lisie  leading  to  a  depth  gauge.  I  he  gen¬ 
era!  features  of  the  installation  are  shown  diagram- 
matically  in  Figure  2. 

From  the  standpoint  of  subsurface  Warfare,  the 
densit)  of  sea  water  is  relatively  somewhat  more  sen¬ 
sitise  to  changes  in  salinity  than  is  the  speed  of  sound 
(see  Section  3.2.3).  Therefore  recently  there  has  been 
under  development  a  so-called  .salium -compensated 
IFF  for  submarines.''  This  measures  temperature, 
salinity,  and  pressure,  and  computes  and  records 
both  ballast  change  and  the  speed  of  sound  against 
depth. 
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THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  METHODS  FOR  PREDICTING 
SONAR  AND  DIVING  CONDITIONS 


TPHE  early  investigations  of  sound  conditions  that 

*  led  to  the  development  of  the  bathythermograph 
[B'f]  have  been  continued.  It  quickly  became  ap¬ 
parent  that  the  whole  problem  of  sound  transmission 
in  sea  water  was  highly  complex  and  that  echo  and 
listening  ranges  might  be  limited  by  any  one  of  half 
a  dozen  or  more  factors.  A  great  deal  of  fundamental 
research  was  therefore  necessary  before  it  was  pos¬ 
sible  to  devise  a  simple  and  accurate  method  of  trans¬ 
lating  the  basic  temperature-depth  curve  of  the  BT 
into  a  practical  prediction  of  sonar  conditions. 

Wartime  exigencies  required  that  as  quickly  as 
possible  the  results  of  investigations  be  turned  into 
practical  information  for  the  men  on  the  ships.  Pre¬ 
diction  methods  have  therefore  been  revised  ire 
quem I y  as  new  research  suggested  the  desirability  of 
modifying  existing  methods.  Proper  caution  was  ex¬ 
ercised  in  accepting  such  modifications,  and  so  far 
only  one  extensive  revision  of  official  procedure  has 
hcen  required;  nevertheless,  the  rapid  developments 
in  this  field  have  resulted  in  some  confusion,  which, 
however  unfortunate,  seemed  to  be  justified  by  the 
needs  of  the  moment. 

Aside  from  manuals  on  the  operation  and  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  BT,  official  literature  on  the  subject 
can  be  classified  into  two  main  groups: 

1.  Prediction  manuals.  These  are  designed  so  that 
the  observer  on  board  ship  can  make  practical  use  of 
any  particular  bathythermogram  by  determining 
within  certain  probable  limits  the  range  that  can  be 
obtained  on  a  submarine  and  can  therefore  operate 
the  ship  and  sonar  equipment  according  to  the  most 
efficient  tactical  usage  for  that  particular  range.  The 
submariner  obtains  information  similarly  useful  to 
him  on  the  best  depth  for  evasion,  probable  ping  and 
listening  ranges,  and  the  most  efficient  diving  pro¬ 
cedure. 

2.  Charts,  1’bese  include  sonar  charts  showing 
average  echo  ranging  conditions,  average  diving  con¬ 
ditions  (in  the  Submarine  Supplements),  and  bottom 
sediment  charts  for  shallow-water  sonar  work.  Charts 
of  average  conditions  are  of  less  tactical  value  than  a 
bathythermogram  obtained  at  the  time  and  place 
needed,  because  conditions  arc  generally  too  variable 


to  permit  accurate  enough  predictions  on  tire  basis 
of  averages.  On  the  other  hand,  they  provide  a  per¬ 
spective  unobtainable  from  a  small  number  of  bathy- 
thermograms  and  hence  are  useful  not  only  to  the 
observer  for  determining  how’  often  BT  lowerings 
should  be  made,  but  also  for  more  important  stra¬ 
tegic  purposes. 

It  is  beyond  the  scope  of  the  present  work  to  dis¬ 
cuss  the  Navy  BI  literature  and  its  scientific  origins 
in  detail.  However,  a  more  limited  discussion  is  war¬ 
ranted  because  frequent  reference  will  be  made 
throughout  the  volume  to  the  official  literature  in 
connection  with  the  oceanographic  part  of  its  back¬ 
ground.  f  he  history  and  the  purpose  of  the  predic¬ 
tion  methods  will  therefore  be  described  briefly. 
Where  obvious  improvements  can  be  made,  either  by 
collection  of  more  observations  or  by  better  use  of 
existing  data,  these  will  be  mentioned. 

21  PREDICTION  MANUALS 

«s 

In  February  1941  a  report1  was  published  sum¬ 
marizing  what  was  then  known  about  the  refraction 
of  sound  in  sea  water  and  the  oceanographic  factors 
chiefly  responsible.  The  present  report  is  in  part  an 
expansion  of  the  oceanographic  section  of  this  earlier 
study  which  was  based  largely  on  the  experience 
gained  at  the  time  of  the  early  transmission  measure¬ 
ments  previously  mentioned. 

Since  the  idea  that  sound  is  refracted  in  sea  water 
in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  geometrical  op¬ 
tics  was  not  generally  accepted,  much  of  the  discus¬ 
sion  in  this  early  report  was  in  support  of  a  simple 
refraction  theory.  The  report  was  especially  con¬ 
cerned  with  demonstrating  that  as  a  first  approxima¬ 
tion  the  vertical  temperature  distribution  alone  pro¬ 
vided  a  good  means  of  calculating  the  refraction  pat¬ 
tern  Such  calculations  were  later  simplified  by  the 
introduction  of  a  refraction  slide  rule,8  and  recently 
there  has  been  published  a  collection  of  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  such  calculations  for  the  common  vertical 
temperature  distributions,8  Another  contribution 
was  the  development  of  the  sotric  ray  plotter  A 

More  recent  studies  of  the  transmission  of  standard 
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sonar  gear  have  shown  that  the  clearly  defined  acous¬ 
tic  shadow  zones  which  arc  predicted  on  the  basis  of 
geometrical  optics  are  by  no  means  always  observed. 
Only  in  the  case  of  sharp  downward  refraction  does  a 
marked  acoustic  shadow  zone  appear.  I  he  weak¬ 
nesses  of  the  simple  refraction  theory  arc-  not  yet  fully 
understood  and  at  the  time  of  this  writing  sound 
Field  measurements  are  still  being  actively  secured. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  reduction  in  sound  intensity 
below  a  sharp  thermocline,  the  so-called  layer  <iJect 
in  echo  ranging,  which  is  predicted  by  the  simple 
theory,  does  in  fact  exist.  Thus  no  matter  what  the 
final  result  of  the  transmission  studies  may  be,  it  is 
dear  that  under  contemporary  operating  conditions 
vertical  temperature  gradients,  especially  when  they 
arc  marked,  are  often  the  limiting  factor  in  subma¬ 
rine  detection.  It  is  also  clear  that  as  the  sensitivity  of 
sonar  equipment  is  increased  and  as  submarines  be¬ 
come  more  skillful  in  taking  advantage  of  the  oceano¬ 
graphic  factors  in  their  favor,  success  in  subsurface 
warfare  will  depend  more  anti  more  on  which  side 
has  the  better  understanding  of  'he  medium. 

According  to  current  theories  of  antisubmarine 
and  prosubmarine  warfare,  there  are  certain  advan¬ 
tages  to  he  gained  by  knowing  the  changes  of  maxi¬ 
mum  sonar  range  with  depth.  In  addition,  it  is  gen¬ 
erally  agreed  that  our  submarines  can  change  depth 
more  quickly  and  more  silently  if  the  diving  officer 
understands  the  changes  in  density  in  the  superficial 
layers  of  the  ocean. 

Although  the  scientific  theory  of  sound  transmis¬ 
sion  in  sea  water  remained  undeveloped  in  many  of 
its  details,  it  gradually  became  possible  by  synthesis 
of  the  available  scientific  information  with  data  on 
observed  maximum  echo  ranges  to  work  out  simple 
schemes  for  range  predictions  that  are  accurate 
enough  for  practical  Navy  purposes.  Such  schemes 
were  published  in  the  official  prediction  manuals.1*-'1 

A  number  of  problems  arose  in  writing  the  man¬ 
uals.  In  the  first  place,  it  had  become  clear  that  the 
refraction  slide  rule  method  of  calculating  acoustical 
ray  diagrams  was  too  ponderous  ami  time-consuming 
to  be  of  much  practical  value  at  sea.  It  was  not 
enough  to  perform  the  relatively  simple  operation  of 
determining  the  limits  of  the  so-called  shadow  zone, 
because  except  in  the  case  of  strong  downward  re¬ 
fraction,  the  intensity  of  sound  near  the  outer  limit  of 
the  direct  sound  field  was  generally  too  low  to  return 
a  detectable  echo.  It  was  necessary  to  go  further  and 
to  calculate  the  distribution  of  intensity  within  the. 


beam.  1  his  was  a  long  task  generally  requiring  2 
hours’  work  or  more  by  an  experienced  calculator, 
and  it  was  hardly  to  be  recommended  as  a  standard 
Navy  procedure.  The  alternative  was  a  method  of 
classifying  Il  l  slides  according  to  the  most  significant 
leatures  of  their  temperature  structure,  such  as  the 
depth  of  the  mixed  surface  layer  (known  as  layer 
depth  in  Navy  literature)  and  the  strength  of  nega¬ 
tive  gradients  near  the  surface  and  below  the  mixed 
layer.  Then  the  probable  echo  range  could  be  pre¬ 
dicted  according  to  simple  rules  for  each  type  of  tern 
perature  pattern. 

Arts  such  method  has  both  advantages  and  disad¬ 
vantages.  The  vertical  temperature  structure  of 
ocean  waters  is  at  times  complex,  and  no  simple 
scheme  for  classifying  it  will  he  accurate  in  all  cir¬ 
cumstances.  The  methods  in  the  manuals  reduce 
such  errors  to  a  relatively  low  percentage  hut  do  not 
entirely  eliminate  them.  In  fact  more  careful  scien¬ 
tific  methods  have  tints  far  failed  to  show  complete 
correlation  between  bathythermograms  and  observed 
ranges.  The  discrepancies  are  presumably  due  to  a 
combination  of  several  factors  such  as  absorption  and 
scattering  of  sound,  and  small  and  frequently  chang¬ 
ing  variations  in  the  refraction  pattern  that  cannot 
be  determined  easily.  These  factors  have  not  and  per¬ 
haps  nev  er  can  be  fully  evaluated. 

But  even  if  the  oceanographic  variables  were  un¬ 
derstood  completely,  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  sup¬ 
pose  that  maximum  echo  ranges  could  he  forecast 
with  great  precision  under  practical  circumstances. 
There  always  remain  unforeseeable  factors,  such  as 
target  aspect  and  speed,  that  may  introduce  varia¬ 
tions  in  maximum  range  of  as  much  as  plus  or  minus 
one-third  of  the  prediction.  With  such  large  unav  oid¬ 
able  errors  in  the  predictions  it  would  be  fruitless  to 
complicate  the  system  by  small  and  relative!;  insig¬ 
nificant  refinements  in  refraction  classification. 

Moreover,  a  manual  must  take  into  account  the 
fact  that  the  predictable  part  of  sonar  performance  is 
not  always  determined  by  water  conditions.  Indeed 
it  is  difficult  to  form  an  estimate  of  how  much  of  the 
time  the  oceanographic  factors  are  really  limiting. 
If  the  antisubmarine  vessel  is  a  destroyer  or  destroyer 
escort  and  is  not  operating  at  too  high  a  speed,  if 
standard  heavyweight  sonar  gear  is  being  used,  if  the 
operator  is  skillful,  and  there  is  no  electrical  or  me¬ 
chanical  trouble,  then  in  deep  water  either  the 
weather  or  the  temperature  distribution  may  become 
limiting.  Thus  oceanographic  factors  may  he  limit- 
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mg  only  a  small  percc.ni age  of  the  time  or  most  of  the 
time  depending  on  the  ship,  its  equipment,  sonar 
personnel,  and  type  of  duty. 

The  non-oceanographic  factors  can  be  evaluated 
for  any  particular  ship  and  any  set  of  operating  con¬ 
ditions  by  means  of  a  few  experiments.  The  current 
manual  for  the  surface  vessel  BT  (see  reference  5)  was 
intended  primarily  for  ships  of  the  destroyer  escort 
class  or  larger,  using  standard  heavyweight  sonar 
equipment.  The  manual  therefore  evaluates  prob¬ 
lems  of  echo  ranging  as  they  apply  to  this  particular 
type  of  vessel,  with  proper  allowances  for  self  noise 
and  the  effect  of  heavy  weather  in  reducing  ranges.  It 
assumes  that  the  gear  is  operating  properly,  hut  to 
make  sure  this  is  so,  ways  are  suggested  for  testing  its 
performance.  Thus  it  is  not  merely  a  manual  of  re¬ 
fraction  conditions  but  is  a  realistic  approach  to  the 
whole  problem  of  echo  ranging. 

The  prediction  manual  for  submarines  (see  refer¬ 
ence  6)  is  similar  in  basic  plan  to  the  manual  for  sur¬ 
face  ships.  Prediction  methods  are  not  completely 
uniform,  but  the  differences  are  a  result  of  the  special 
qualities  and  needs  of  submarines.  The  submarine 
has  a  much  wider  variety  of  uses  for  the  BT  than  does 
the  surface  vessel.  Perhaps  the  most  important  use  is 
for  predicting  ballast  adjustments  so  that  diving  can 
he  accomplished  as  quietly  as  possible  and  with  a 
minimum  of  lost  time.  From  the  standpoint  of  acous¬ 
tics  it  is  used  to  determine  various  things  such  as  the 
best  depth  for  evasion,  ping  ranges  and  listening 
ranges  on  surface  ships,  and  to  a  lesser  extent  maxi¬ 
mum  echo  ranges  at  periscope  depth  and  at  various 
other  depths  for  use  in  evasion. 

Each  of  these  acoustical  predictions  is  a  separate 
problem  m  which  refraction  plays  a  role  but  is  more 
or  less  modified  by  other  factors  of  a  non-oceano- 
graphic  nature.  In  some  respects,  the  submarine  at 
periscope  depth  is  in  a  more  favorable  position  for 
echo  ranging  than  a  surface  vessel.  Self  noise  can  be 
reduced  to  a  low  level,  and  its  deep  projector  and  its 
stability  in  heavy  weather  reduce  quenching  and 
pitching  effects  to  a  minimum.  However,  both  the 
greatest  range  at  which  a  submariner  can  obtain  an 
echo  from  a  surface  vessel,  and  the  greatest  range  at 
which  he  can  hear  the  pings  of  a  surface  vessel  trying 
to  echo-range  off  him  are  affected  by  the  speed  of  the 
surface  vessel,  though  in  different  ways.  Prediction  of 
maximum  listening  ranges  must  include  allowances 
for  submarine  and  target  ship  speed  as  well  as  wind 
force. 


The  submariner’s  knowledge  of  refraction  condi¬ 
tions  and  his  practical  utilization  of  them  have  been 
limited  by  the  fact  that  the  temperature  element  was 
mounted  on  the  conning  tower,  so  that  at  periscope 
depth  it  was  impossible  to  determine  the  temperature 
structure  in  the  upper  20  feet  of  water.  Therefore, 
submariners  have  not  had  the  knowledge  that  would 
permit  them  to  make  full  use  of  the  short  periscope 
depth  ranges  that  occur  when  there  is  a  pronounced 
temperature  decrease  in  the  upper  few  feet.  This, 
combined  with  the  desirability  of  great  depth  for  in¬ 
creased  evasion  time,  means  that  in  most  cases  a  sub¬ 
marine  will  go  deep  when  being  attacked.  However, 
new  installations  providing  a  temperature  element 
on  the  periscope  shears  will  allow  more  accurate  de¬ 
termination  of  refraction  conditions  and  enlarge  the 
choice  of  evasive  tactics. 

Prediction  methods  presumably  will  be  improved 
in  many  small  ways  in  further  editions  of  the  manu¬ 
als.  In  many  cases  the  available  information  has  not 
been  so  complete  as  might  be  desired.  In  time  this 
situation  will  be  corrected  and  the  accuracy  of  pre¬ 
diction  methods  will  be  increased.  There  is  great 
need  for  elaboration  of  acoustical  methods  in  shallow 
water.  It  may  very  well  prove  impossible  to  predict 
maximum  echo  and  listening  ranges  in  shallow  water 
with  any  degree  of  precision,  for  it  is  too  complex  a 
subject  to  resolve  itself  easily  into  a  few  basic  rules. 
However,  there  are  tactical  considerations  such  as 
selection  of  proper  receiver  settings  and  signal  length 
and  manipulation  of  tilting  beam  that  can  lead  to 
great  improvements  in  sonar  performance.  Predic¬ 
tions  for  echo  ranging  in  deep  water  should  also  be 
improved  if  possible,  particularly  in  respect  to  ranges 
on  a  target  at  known  depth.  This  becomes  important 
with  the  advent  of  accurate  depth-determining  gear, 
since  good  predictions  of  range  at  the  depth  of  the 
target  will  modify  and  improve  the  tactics  of  reattack. 

Far  more  important  than  these  minor  revisions  of 
existing  methods  are  the  changes  and  additions  that 
must  be  made  in  order  to  keep  abreast  of  current 
Navy  developments.  New  gear  requires  careful  study 
to  determine  how  oceanographic  factors  affect  its 
operation.  Within  the  short  space  of  World  War  II, 
there  were  several  major  developments  in  sonar 
equipment,  and  one  of  thete  in  particular,  the  tilt¬ 
ing  beam,  has  created  new  functions  for  the  BT 
which  are  actually  more  important  than  those  for 
which  it  was  originally  intended.  Submarine  listen¬ 
ing  methods  are  expected  t-.»  improve  a  great  deal. 


RESTRICTED 


12 


METHODS  FOR  PREDICTING  SONAR  AND  DIVING  CONDITIONS 


| 


This  applies  both  to  the  equipment  itself  and  to  re¬ 
duction  of  self  noise.  In  general,  listening  has  not 
been  studied  nearly  so  thoroughly  as  echo  ranging, 
and  its  full  potentialities  and  the  rules  governing  its 
use  will  not  be  developed  for  some  time. 

New  tactics  may  also  have  oceanographic  implica¬ 
tions  that  are  an  important  pari  of  the  statistical 
examination  of  their  chances  for  success  and  may 
modify  their  use  or  determine  whether  or  not  they 
may  be  used  in  a  particular  situation.  All  such  devel¬ 
opments  require  changes  in  the  existing  manuals. 

*•*  SONAR  CHARTS 

Early  in  the  development  of  B'r  methods,  only  a 
few  ships  were  equipped  with  the  instruments  and 
there  was  no  possibility  of  making  ail  necessary  in¬ 
stallations  within  less  than  a  year  or  so.  The  need  was 
apparent  for  some  sort  of  information  to  aid  sonar 
personnel  in  understanding  the  effects  of  oceano¬ 
graphic  factors  on  echo  ranging  and  in  knowing  ap¬ 
proximately  what  kind  of  sound  conditions  might  be 
expected  in  different  parts  of  the  oceans.  The  answer 
to  this  need  was  the  sonar  charts,  which  show  average 
echo  ranging  conditions  for  all  the  oceans  at  differ¬ 
ent  seasons  of  the  year. 

Since  their  beginning  the  charts  have  gone  through 
several  revisions  and  have  changed  in  both  their 
form  and  in  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  used. 
With  the  increase  in  the  number  of  BT  installations, 
ships  are  no  longer  dependent  on  charts  for  all  of 
their  information  on  sonar  conditions.  However,  the 
charts  have  been  incorporated  in  the  prediction  pro¬ 
cedure  and  are  used  in  conjunction  with  the  BT  to 
determine  how  often  lowerings  need  to  be  made,  to 
indicate  layer  depth  whenever  tactical  conditions 
prevent  a  deep  lowering,  and  for  various  other  pur¬ 
poses.  They  are  equally  applicable  to  submarine  op- 
CiMuCuS)  thuu^h  tllC:  Submarine  Supplements  dis¬ 
cussed  in  Section  2,3  have  in  certain  strategic  areas 
replaced  them  with  similar  but  more  detailed  infor¬ 
mation.  And  finally,  since  they  are  the  best  available 
information  on  what  kind  of  sonar  conditions  can  be 
expected  at  any  given  place  and  time,  it  is  expected 
that  the  charts  may  serve  a  purpose  in  planning  naval 
operations. 

The  construction  of  these  charts  requires  a  nice 
balance  between  a  purely  statistical  analysis  of  the 
available  bathythermogranis  and  general  oceano¬ 
graphic  knowledge.  The  data  on  the  winds  are  on  the 


whole  adequate,  but  the  distribution  of  bathydier- 
mograms  and  oceanographic  stations  for  any  one 
month  is  still  most  unsatisfactory.  Even  when  the 
observations  from  three  months  are  combined,  there 
are  very  large  areas  without  a  single  observation. 

If  the  observations  were  evenly  scattered,  both 
geographically  and  with  time,  a  purely  statistical 
treatment  might  not  be  seriously  misleading.  How¬ 
ever,  in  any  given  area,  even  as  large  as  a  15-degree 
square,  it  often  happens  that  the  available  data  are 
mostly  from  a  single  month  and  are  not  well  distrib¬ 
uted.  The  result  is  that  it  is  still  advisable  to  use  a 
certain  amount  of  art  in  drawing  the  contours,  even 
in  the  case  of  the  Northern  Hemisphere  oceans  for 
which  roughly  200,000  bathythermogranis  and 
oceanographic  stations  are  now  available.  Except  for 
tiie  Southwest  Pacific,  there  are  less  than  1,000  obser¬ 
vations  in  ail  three  Southern  Hemisphere  oceans  com¬ 
bined.  Figure  1  shows  the  positions  where  bathv- 
thermograms  have  thus  far  been  obtained.  Surpris¬ 
ingly,  it  has  turned  out  that  general  oceanographic 
knowledge  is  on  the  whole  adequate  for  this  particu¬ 
lar  purpose.  The  charts  constructed  before  the  bathy- 
thermograms  were  available  in  quantity  differed  only 
slightly  from  the  newest  editions  as  far  as  accuracy  of 
oceanographic  information  is  concerned. 

in  successive  revisions  the  sonar  charts  have  gone 
through  an  evolution  parallel  to  that  of  the  predic¬ 
tion  manuals.  In  the  beginning  they  svere  based 
entirely  on  refraction,  and  the  range  contours  on  the 
charts- simply  represented  average  layer  depth  based 
on  the  known  wind  and  current  systems.  In  later 
editions  other  factors  have  been  considered, 

The  charts  have  been  expanded  to  contain  the 
periscope  depth  range  chart,  and  the  assured  range 
and  layer  depth  chart.  The  first  of  these  shows  the 
average  percentage  of  time  that  the  periscope  depth 
range  is  reduced  to  less  than  1,500  yards  by  unfavor¬ 
able  temperature  gradients  near  the  surface  of  the 
water  or  by  strong  winds  of  force  7  o  more  on  the 
Beaufort  scale  (relationship  of  the  Beaufort  scale  to 
other  velocity  scales  is  shown  in  Figure  2).a 


«  t  he  Beaufort  scale  was  originally  devised  by  Admiral  Sir 
Francis  Beaufort  in  1805  on  the  basis  of  how  much  canvas  a  man 
<>'  war  of  that  time  could  carry  under  different  winds.  Art  at¬ 
tempt  to  place  the  scale  on  a  more  objective  footing  was  made 
by  Dr.  G.  C.  Simpson,  whose  revised  scale  was  accepted  in  1926 
by  ii!v  International  Meteorological  Committee.  It  is  this  re¬ 
vised  scale  which  is  presented  graphically  in  Figure  2,  It  relates 
the  Beaufort  numbers  to  wind  measurements  made  with  an 
anemometer  mounted  in  an  open  situation  at  a  height  of  33  feet 
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Figure  2.  Beaufort  scale  of  wind  force  compared  with 
other  velocity  scales. 


The  assured  range  and  layer  depth  chart  shows  the 
average  range  on  a  submarine  which  is  at  the  best 
depth  for  avoiding  detection  (which  may  he  peri¬ 
scope  depth  or  just  below  layer  depth),  and  it  also 
shows  the  average  layer  depth.  The  range  contours 
on  this  chart  give  the  average  range  as  indicated  by 
temperature  gradients  when  the  wind  is  less  than 
force  7.  In  regions  where  strong  winds  frequently  re¬ 
duce  the  assured  range  to  less  than  1,500  yards,  the 
percentage  of  time  this  occurs  is  indicated.  This  type 
of  chart  depends  primarily  on  large-scale  oceano¬ 
graphic  features  which  can  on  the  whole  be  judged 
rather  well  from  a  knowledge  of  the  seasonal  cycle. 
It  will  be  improved  considerably  when  more  is 
known  about  the  details  of  geographical  variations 
in  the  seasonal  thermal  cycle. 

These  two  types  of  charts  have  been  constructed 
for  both  winter  and  summer  conditions  in  all  the 
oceans.  Winter  in  the  Northern  Hemisphere  is  dc- 

(10  meters)  above  sea  level.  The  height  is  important,  since  when 
the  air  is  stable  d.e.,  with  colder  air  underlying  wanner  air)  the 
wind  velocity  may  vary  greatly  with  altitude.  Such  a  situation 
is  common  when  the  sea  surface  is  much  colder  than  the  air,  as 
off  certain  continental  toasts  in  the  summer  time.  Under  such 
circumstances,  the  reading  of  an  anemometer  mounted  on  a 
naval  vessel's  masthead  is  not  necessarily  a  reliable  indication  of 
the  effective  wind  fofee  by  the  Beaufort  scale. 


lined  as  December  through  February  and  summer  as 
June  through  .August.  The  same  months  are  used  in 
.Southern  Hemisphere  charts,  but  the  seasons  are  of 
course  reversed.  For  the  North  Pacific  and  North 
Atlantic  there  arc  also  three  smailei  charts  that  show 
graphically  the  monthly  variation  in  the  average 
periscope  depth  range,  assured  range,  and  layer 
depth.  Thus,  in  a  general  way  the  sonar  charts  show 
the  whole  seasonal  temperature  cycle  for  these  areas. 

Future  sonar  charts  will  be  improved  with  the 
gradual  acquisition  of  more  BT  records.  There  arc 
very  few  areas  in  the  oceans  that  have  as  yet  a  com¬ 
plete  yearly  cycle  of  BT  observations,  and  there  are 
very  large  areas  where  observations  for  only  one 
month  have  been  obtained.  In  such  cases  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  until  more  records  have  been  obtained  to  base 
the  charts  almost  entirely  on  general  oceanographic 
knowledge,  wind  observations,  and  a  scattering  of 
hydrographic  stations.  Collection  of  usable  records 
will  also  be  accelerated  by  more  accurate  data  accom¬ 
panying  the  ha  thy  thermograms.  Without  the  correct 
position,  time,  and  date  a  BT  slide  is  useless  for  put- 
poses  of  analysis.  Many  of  them  have  been  discarded 
because  the  positions  were  missing  or  obviously  in¬ 
correct.  Perhaps  other  errors  not  so  obvious  have  es¬ 
caped  attention  and  have  been  responsible  for  some 
of  the  variability  on  the  charts. 

It  has  been  apparent  in  the  preceding  discussion 
that  sonar  ranges  are  dependent  not  only  on  various 
purely  oceanographic  factors  but  also  on  winds, 
weather,  and  climate  in  general.  These  relationships 
will  be  discussed  in  some  detail  in  the  chapters  that 
follow,  although  it  will  he  seen  that  our  knowledge 
about  them  is  as  vet  by  no  means  complete, 

23  SUBMARINE  SUPPLEMENTS 

Submarine  Supplements  to  the  Hydrographic 
Office’s  Sailing  Directions  lor  particular  areas  and 
seasons  have  been  issued  to  provide  submariners  with 
local  information  about  diving  and  sound  condi¬ 
tions.  Although  their  general  function  is  somewhat, 
similar  to  that  of  the  sonar  charts,  the  scope  is  much 
broader.  The  Supplements  contain  charts  of  average 
diving  and  echo  ranging  conditions,  but  they  also 
discuss  the  oceanography  of  the  region  in  respect  to 
effects  of  weather  and  seasonal  climate,  so  that  the 
usefulness  of  die  charts  is  increased  by  providing  real 
understanding  of  local  conditions.  Previous  experi¬ 
ence  of  submariners  in  t  he  area  is  also  made  available 
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by  including  excerpts  of  action  reports  that  discuss 
the  practical  utilization  ot  existing  oceanographic 
conditions. 

Tlu;  first  Submarine  Supplement,  covering  the  Bay 
of  Biscay  area,  was  issued  by  the  Hydrographic  Office 
in  j  line  1913,  and  it  was  followed  shortly  by  a  second 
one  on  late  summer  conditions  in  the  Japanese  Em¬ 
pire  area.  Their  reception  by  submariners  was  favor¬ 
able  enough  to  justify  plans  for  expanding  the  pro¬ 
gram  and  publishing  Supplements  for  all  areas  of 
strategic  importance. 

The  type  of  information  in  the  different  Supple¬ 
ments  naturally  has  varied  somewhat,  depending  on 
the  oceanography  of  particular  regions.  In  regard  to 
sonar  conditions,  the  most  important  feature  has 
been  data  on  the  best  depths  for  avoiding  detection 
by  echo  ranging  activities,  and  this  has  been  sup¬ 
plemented  with  material  on  assured  ranges,  maxi¬ 
mum  echo  ranges  at  periscope  depth,  types  of  bottom 
in  shallow  water  areas  and  their  sonar  significance, 
listening  conditions,  and  local  acoustic  phenomena 
such  as  biological  noise.  Diving  problems  have  been 
emphasized  somewhat  more  than  sonar  conditions. 
Material  on  this  subject  has  included  ballast  changes 
required  for  diving  and  cruising  in  the  atca  and 
salinity  corrections  to  BT  data. 

The  Submarine  Supplements  have  not  been  in¬ 
tended  for  immediate  tactical  use.  Figures  on  average 
conditions  and  probable  variations  are  poor  substi¬ 
tutes  for  exploratory  dives,  although  they  are  useful 
enough  when  an  emergency  prevents  such  dives  from 
being  made  before  beginning  offensive  or  defensive 
action.  On  the  other  hand,  an  understanding  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  conditions  and.  a  general  knowledge  of  the 
appropriate  type  of  operations  to  he  used  proves  ad¬ 
vantageous  from  both  the  tactical  and  strategic  stand¬ 
points.  Strategy  of  laiger  scope,  of  planning  a  sub¬ 
marine  campaign  according  to  optimum  balance  be¬ 
tween  desired  objectives  and  necessary  risk  will  also 
utilize  oceanography  of  the  type  discussed  in  the 
Supplements,  which  show  the  areas  and  seasons  most 
favorable  to  submarine  operation. 

These  publications,  like  the  sonar  charts,  have 
been  something  in  the  nature  of  an  experiment.  It 
has  not.  been  certain  throughout  their  development 
what  information  was  needed  most,  nor  were  the 
available  observations  so  complete  as  might  be  de¬ 
sired.  The  different  Supplements  have  therefore 
been  variable  in  quality  and  in  manner  of  presenta¬ 
tion,  and  revisions  are  needed  to  make  them  more 


comprehensive  and  more  uniform  in  gencial  style 
and  content. 

As  in  the  case  of  prediction  manuals,  further  tie 
velopments  in  subsurface  warfare  will  necessitate 
occasional  revisions  of  the  Supplements.  Statements 
previously  made  about  changes  in  response  to  modi¬ 
fications  of  sonar  equipment  apply  equally  to  all 
these  publications.  Also  it  seems  likely  that  subma¬ 
rines  in  the  future  may  operate  at  greater  depths  than 
at  present.  This  would  require  extensive  revision  of 
all  charts  and  considerable  changes  in  both  strategy 
and  tactics. 

2.4  BOTTOM  SEDIMENT  CHARTS 

Submarine  warfare  in  coastal  waters  made  it  ap¬ 
parent  early  in  World  War  II  that  there  was  great 
need  for  study  of  the  problems  of  echo  ranging  in 
shallow  water  and  the  development  of  rules  for  both 
prosuhniarinc  and  antisubmarine  forces.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  the  production  of  bottom  sediment  charts  was 
begun,  which  showed  the  distribution  of  diffcicnt 
kinds  of  sediments  with  notes  on  the  way  in  which 
they  might  be  expected  to  affect  sound  ranging.  This 
work  was  begun  at  a  time  when  information  on  the 
acoustic  qualities  of  bottom  sediments  was  very  in¬ 
complete.  Indeed  the  whole  problem  of  echo  ranging 
in  shallow  water  is  a  difficult  one  that  has  not  yet 
been  solved  in  all  its  details. 

The  different  kinds  of  bottom  that  were  shown  on 
the  first  charts  were  picked  more  or  less  arbitrarily. 
It  was  known  that  bottom  reflection  and  scattering 
could  materially  increase  or  decrease  echo  laiiges  in 
shallow  water  and  that  in  general  a  smooth  hard  bot¬ 
tom  extended  the  range,  wink*  a  rough  bottom  short¬ 
ened  it.  But  the  details  of  acoustical  classification  of 
these  bottoms  were  not  known,  nor  where  the  boun¬ 
daries  should  be  drawn  between  them.  A  detailed 
geological  map  would  obviously  be  too  complex  lor 
the  purpose  at  hand,  therefore  it  was  necessary  to 
group  the  many  types  of  bottom  that  occur  under 
the  sea  into  a  few  general  classes.  As  it  later  turned 
out,  the  choices  were  fortunate  and,  as  experimental 
data  have  accumulated,  only  slight  modifications  of 
the  range  predictions  have  become  necessary  for  the 
six  major  bottom  types  now  in  use. 

In  examining  the  effect  of  bottom  structure  on 
echo  ranging,  it  is  important  first  of  all  to  consider 
the  composition  of  bottom  sediments.  It  is  the  tex¬ 
ture  of  the  sediments  that  largely  determines  how 
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much  of  the  sound  that  readies  the  bottom  will  be 
absorbed  and  how  much  will  be  reflected  back  into 
the  water.  The  softer  the  bottom  is,  the  more  sound 
will  be  absorbed.  Thus  a  soft  mud  bottom  will  not 
reflect  enough  sound  to  return  an  echo  from  a  sub¬ 
marine,  and  echo  ranges  can  be  predicted,  as  in  deep 
water,  according  to  the  refraction  pattern.  A  sandy 
bottom,  on  the  other  hand,  may  reflect  nearly  all  the 
sound,  so  that  there  will  be  little  correlation  between 
refraction  and  the  range  obtained. 

In  the  bottom  sediment  charts,  the  criterion  estab¬ 
lished  for  estimating  the  relative  firmness  or  softness 
of  the  bottom  was  grain  size,1’  as  determined  by  me¬ 
chanical  analysis.  The  classification  has  been  reason¬ 
ably  satisfactory  from  the  acoustical  standpoint  ex¬ 
cept  in  the  case  of  mud,  in  which  ii  is  now  apparent 
that  texture  alone  is  not  an  adequate  criterion.  Two 
mud  deposits  with  the  same  particle  size  may  behave 
very  differently  with  regard  to  the  absorption  of 
sound,  one  absorbing  it  completely,  the  other  not  at 
all.  It  is  suspected,  although  not  proved,  that  mud 
which  gives  some  extension  of  range  by  reflection 
contains  considerable  clay,  which  imparts  firmness  to 
the  structure.  Tests  of  the  plasticity  of  critical  de¬ 
posits  are  needed  to  determine  this  theory.  Once  die 
problem  has  been  solved  by  a  proper  combination  of 
acoustical  tests  and  laboratory  analysis,  the  classifi¬ 
cation  can  be  altered  accordingly.  If  the  percentage 
of  clay  in  the  samples  proves  to  be  the  answer,  many 
such  areas  could  probably  be  located  by  geological 
inference  and  this  information  placed  on  the  charts. 

I'lte  construction  of  bottom  sediment  charts  neces¬ 
sitated  the  synthesis  of  material  from  several  sources 
—navigational  charts,  oceanographic  surveys,  acous¬ 
tical  tests,  and  general  geological  knowledge  of  the 
way  sediments  are  transported  and  how  they  are  re- 

11  The  size  limits  were  set  arbitrarily  as  follows: 

MUD  —  90  per  cent  smaller  than  0.062  inm. 

SAND  AND  MUD  —  Between  10  and  90  per  cent  smaller 
than  0.062  nun, 

SAND  —  Less  than  10  per  cent  smaller  titan  0.062  inns  and 
90  per  cent  smaller  than  2,0  mm, 

STONY  —  Rounded  or  angultn  pieces  of  rock  more  than 
2.0  mm  and  less  than  10  cm,  which  appear  to  rep¬ 
resent  glacial  drift  or  other  transported  material. 

ROCK.  —  Rocks  of  a  size  greater  than  10  cm  or  pieces  bro¬ 
ken  from  rock  ledges  or  where  hot  tom  photo¬ 
graphs  show  projecting  trucks  or  rock  ledges 

CORAL  —  Calcareous  masses  of  cortth  algae,  or  other  lime 
secreting  organisms,  as  shown  by  samples  ot  bot¬ 
tom  photographs. 


luted  to  bottom  topography.  Perhaps  the  best  way  to 
understand  how  this  was  done  is  to  review  the  history 
of  the  charts, 

Trior  to  the  war,  hundreds  of  bottom  samples  and 
cores  in  all  types  of  sediments  had  been  taken  by  the 
Scripps  Institution  of  Oceanography  and  the  Woods 
Hole  Oceanographic  Institution  in  the  course  of 
their  work  in  submarine  geology.  Mechanical  anal¬ 
yses  had  been  made  on  most  of  this  material,  so  that 
considerable  information  was  available  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  charts  that  could  be  used  for  acoustical 
work  in  local  areas.  Where  coverage  by  actual 
samples  was  not  complete  enough,  additional  ones 
were  immediately  taken.  The  first  bottom  charts  of 
the  east  coast  included  the  easterly  end  of  Long 
Island  Sound,  Block  Island  Sound,  the  approaches 
to  New  York,  and  Massachusetts  Bay.  These  were 
used  in  experimental  sound  ranging  by  the  Colum¬ 
bia  University  Division  of  War  Research  as  the  U.  S- 
Navy  Underwater  Sound  Laboratory  at  New  London 
and  for  ambient  noise  surveys  off  New  York  and  in 
Block  Island  Sound.  On  the  west  coast,  similar  charts 
were  made  for  the  vicinity  of  San  Diego  and  San 
Francisco  Bay  and  were  used  by  the  University  of 
California  Division  of  War  Research  at  the  U.  S. 
Navy  Radio  and  Sound  Laboratory,  San  Diego,  for 
acoustical  tests  of  the  bottom.  During  these  charting 
programs,  close  contact  was  maintained  between  the 
east  and  west  coast  groups  so  that  the  classification  of 
sediments  and  the  methods  of  (hart  construction 
would  be  comparable  in  every  respect. 

Acoustical  tests  in  areas  such  as  the  San  Diego 
offing,  where  bottom  types  varied  widely  in  relatively 
short  distances,  required  great  care  in  demarcating 
bottom  zones  and  keeping  within  the  zones  during 
tests.  In  some  areas  where  abundant  bottom  samples 
showed  sand,  or  sand  and  mud,  dredging  revealed  the 
presence  of  scattered  rock  ledges,  and  in  these  areas 
the  reverberation  level  was  distinctly  higher  than  in 
other  zones  where  such  ledges  did  not  occur.  Thus  it 
was  apparent  that  very  careful  sampling  was  required 
for  acoustical  work  on  the  bottom,  and  both  dredge 
lines  and  bottom  samples  were  needed  along  the 
course  of  proposed  sound  field  runs. 

In  rocky  areas,  dredging  often  proved  slow  and 
laborious,  and  photographs  of  the  bottom  taken  with 
an  underwater  camera7  were  found  to  be  a  better 
method.  These  photographs,  of  which  examples  are 
shown  in  Chapter  9,  were  quite  adequate  for  ihc  pur¬ 
pose  when  taken  at  closely  spaced  intervals,  and  often 
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Ficuri  3.  Chart  showing  areas  covered  fry  bottom  sediment  charts. 


revealed  useful  details  of  bottom  topography  that 
could  not  be  determined  by  bottom  samples. 

As  soon  as  the  preliminary  program  of  charting 
and  acoustical  tests  in  local  areas  had  progressed  far 
enough  to  provide  a  scientific  basis  for  further  work, 
a  general  charting  program  was  begun.  Outside  the 
areas  where  san  pies  were  obtainable,  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  depend  principally  on  bottom  information 
collected  during  government  hydrographic  surveys 
together  with  the  small  amount  of  material  reported 
in  various  oceanographic  investigations.  The  surveys 
varied  greatly  from  place  to  place  in  detail  and  relia¬ 
bility,  depending  on  the  importance  of  the  region  to 
navigation  and  on  the  country  that  conducted  the 
survey.  In  all  these  cases  involving  transfer  of  infor¬ 
mation  from  navigational  charts  to  charts  of  sound 
ranging  conditions,  judgment  needed  to  Ik-  exercised 
on  two  counts:  first,  to  attempt  to  compensate  for 
lack  of  adequate  information  on  the  navigational 
charts  by  judging  the  situation  according  to  what  is 
known  about  particular  areas  that  have  been  sur¬ 
veyed  by  more  thorough  methods;  second,  to  simplify 
the  charts  by  using  in  some  cases  a  classification  that 
is  functionally  correct  from  the  sound  ranging  stand¬ 
point  although  not  necessarily  accurate  gcoiogicaliy. 


The  methods  used  in  this  work  will  be  described  in 
detail  in  a  later  chapter. 

During  the  course  of  several  years’  work  most  of 
the  important  strategic  areas  have  t>een  charted,  in¬ 
cluding  the  coast  of  the  United  States,  the  Philip¬ 
pines,  the  Japanese  Islands,  the  east  coast  of  China, 
French  Indo-China,  Malaya,  the  eastern  side  of  the 
Bay  of  Bengal,  parts  of  the  East  Indies,  and  selected 
areas  off  the  European  and  African  coasts.  The  loca¬ 
tion  of  these  charts  is  shown  in  Figure  3. 

The  bottom  sediment  charts  are  used  for  range 
predictions  and  are  incorporated  in  the  classification 
schemes  in  the  manuals.  They  are  therefore  an  im¬ 
portant  part  of  the  general  tactical  considerations 
involved  in  the  spacing  of  vessels  and  the  operation 
of  sonar  equipment  so  as  to  obtain  maximum  effi¬ 
ciency,  They  are  equally  important  to  submarines  in 
the  latter  respect  and  can  also  be  used  in  choosing 
favorable  operating  areas.  It  seems  probable,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  full  value  of  these  charts  will  not  be 
realized  until  work  now  underway  has  been  com¬ 
pleted.  This  will  include  not  only  general  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  charts  along  the  lines  already  discussed, 
but  also  modifications  of  sonar  equipment  intended 
specifically  to  improve  performance  in  shallow  water. 
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4-«  PROPAGATION  OF  SOUND  WAVES 

ound  waves  propagated  in  a  homogeneous  medi¬ 
um  radiate  outward  from  the  source  in  straight 
lines.  If  the  sound  source  is  constructed  so  as  to  be. di¬ 
rectional,  then  most  of  the  sound  will  be  projected  in 
the  form  of  a  conical  beam  with  its  axis  perpendic¬ 
ular  to  the  face  of  the  projector.  This  situation  is 
shown  diagrammaticaily  in  Figure  1,  in  which  A,  B, 
anil  C  are  successive  sound  impulses  (pings)  which 
can  be  visualized  as  sections  of  the  cone  that  consti¬ 
tutes  tiie  highly  directional  and  most  intense  part  of 
the  emitted  sound.  Sound  of  weaker  intensity  will  be 
projected  at  greater  angles  as  indicated  by  dotted 
Hues  in  the  figure  and  will  return  an  echo  frotn  a 
target  at  close  range  as  indicated  by  the  enlarged  en¬ 
velope  of  the  sound  impulse  at  A,  but  the  greater  the 
range  the  smaller  will  be  the  angular  width  of  the 
effective  cone,  which  with  standard  Navy  sonar  gear 
is  approximately  10  to  12  degrees  wide  at  ranges 
greater  than  800  yards. 

s,u  Factors  Affecting  Transmission 

Because  of  divergence,  the  intensity  of  sound  de¬ 
creases  with  increasing  distance  from  the  sound 
source.  Except  for  some  small  loss  by  absorption,  we 
cast  assume  that  the  total  amount  of  energy  in  the 
sound  pulse  is  the  same  at  ranges  A,  B,  and  C.  But  as 
the  cross  sectional  area  of  the  beam  increases,  the 
amount  of  sound  that  will  be  intercepted  and  turned 
back  bv  a  target  of  unit  size  decreases.  Since  the  in¬ 
crease  in  the  diameter  of  the  pulse  is  proportional  to 
the  range,  the  increase  in  its  area  is  proportional  to 


the  square  of  the  range.  It  follows  then  that  within 
anv  area  of  constant  size  within  the  sound  pulse,  the 

i  -  *  - 

intensity  decrease  will  be  inversely  proportional  to 
the  square  of  the  range. 

When  the  sound  striking  a  target  is  scattered  back, 
then  the  reflected  sound  traveling  away  from  the. 
target  suffers  intensity  loss  by  divergence  in  the  same 
way  as  does  the  outgoing  sound  pulse  from  the  pro¬ 
jector.  Therefore,  in  passing  from  target  to  receiver 
the  intensity  of  the  echo  decreases  as  the  inverse 
square  of  the  range.  Combining  these  two  losses,  the 
total  decrease  in  intensity  between  the  outgoing 
sound  pulse  a; id  the  echo  that  comes  back  is  propor¬ 
tional  to  the  inverse  fourth  power  of  the  range.  For 
every  tenfold  increase  in  range,  the  intensity  its  the 
direct  beasts  will  be  decreased  to  1/100  of  its  original 
value,  and  the  echo  intensity  by  the  time  it  reaches 
the  receiver  will  be.  reduced  to  1/10,000.  Absorption 
of  sound  by  the  water  makes  this  decrease  in  sound 
intensity  even  more  rapid,  particularly  at  long 
ranges.  All  this  explains  why  the  sound  of  a  ping  at  a 
range  of  10,000  yards  may  be  louder  than  an  echo 
from  a  target  at  1,000  yards,  and  why  echo  ranges  are 
distinctly  limited  by  the  power  of  the  gear.  It  also 
makes  it  c  lear  that  a  very  great  increase  in  sound  out¬ 
put  would  !>e  required  to  produce  a  moderate  in¬ 
crease  in  echo  ranges. 

The  strength  of  an  echo  depends  on  the  size  of  the 
target  as  well  as  on  range.  Thus  a  large  vessel  returns 
a  stronger  echo  than  a  small  one,  and  for  a  ship  of  any 
given  size  the  team  aspect  presents  a  better  target 
than  bow  or  stern. 

These  are  a  few  of  the  simple  properties  of  sound 


Fiiumc  I.  Diagrammatic  drawing  of  outgoing  ping  showing  shape  o£  beam  pattern  and  divergence  ol  sound  rays. 
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Ficure  2.  Diagrammatic  drawing  of  outgoing  ping  showing  effect  of  refraction. 


transmission  in  a  homogeneous  medium.  However, 
the  sea  is  far  from  homogeneous  and,  moreover,  in 
echo  ranging  the  source  of  the  sound  is  quite  near  the 
surface,  which  complicates  the  situation  by  reflecting 
and  scattering  sound.  The  physical  characteristics  of 
sea  water— its  temperature  and  salinity,  the  number 
and  size  of  the  particles  suspended  in  it,  and  the  dis¬ 
turbances  of  its  surface— vary-  widely  from  place  to 
place  and  from  time  to  time.  All  these  affect,  trans¬ 
mission,  and  underwater  sound  is  therefore  subject 
not  only  to  expected  divergence  and  absorption,  but 
also  to  varying  degrees  of  refraction,  reflection,  and 
scattering. 

Reflection 

Reflection  occurs  both  from  the  ocean  bottom  and 
from  the  underside  of  the  sea  surface.  If  these  surfaces 
are  smooth,  extension  of  range  may  result  through 
reinforcement  of  the  direct  sound  beam.  If  they  are 
rough,  sound  will  be  scattered  in  all  directions,  and 
that  part  which  is  returned  to  the  location  of  the 
original  sound  source,  thereby  interfering  with  echo 
recognition,  is  known  as  reverberation.  The  bottom 
effects  are  important  enough  to  he  regarded  as  the 
controlling  factor  in  echo  ranging  wherever  the 
depth  of  water  is  less  than  about  100  or  200  fathoms. 
Surface  reflection  and  scattering  are  usually  less  sig¬ 
nificant  in  standard  echo  ranging.  However,  at  short 
ranges  (less  than  1,000  yards)  reverberation  from  the 
surface  forms  the  principal  background  in  echo  rang¬ 
ing  and  may  be  the  controlling  factor  in  the  detection 
of  small  objects  whenever  the  sea  is  not  calm. 


Refraction 

Variations  in  the  temperature-  and  salinity  of  sea 
water  can  profoundly  affect  sound  transmission  be¬ 
cause  they  produce  variation  in  die  speed  of  sound  as 
it  travels  from  one  point  to  another,  and  this  in  turn 
causes  refraction  of  sound  waves.  It  was  shown  in  the 
introductory  chapters  how  discovery  of  this  phenom¬ 
enon  led  to  the  development  of  the  bathythermo¬ 
graph  [BT]  and  accompanying  prediction  methods 
as  instruments  of  naval  warfare.  At  this  time  it  is 
worth-while  to  discuss  the  principles  of  the  simple 
refraction  theory  as  it  was  first  developed,  since  it 
provides  an  adequate  framework  for  the  essential 
facts  oh  underwater  sound  transmission  and  the  way 
in  which  maximum  echo  and  listening  ranges  are 
affected  by  temperature  gradients,  It  should  be  kept 
in  mind,  however,  that  while  the  theory  is  in  approxi¬ 
mate  agreement  with  the  most  important  observed 
results,  subsequent  experiments  have  shown  it  to  be 
an  incomplete  explanation.  Discussion  of  these  later 
modifications  of  the  refraction  theory  is  beyond  the 
scope  of  the  present  work  but  will  be  taken  up  in 
other  volumes  of  the  Summary  Technical  Report  of 
Division  6. 

Sound  waves  travel  in  straight  lines  only  in  a  me¬ 
dium  in  which  the  speed  is  everywhere  constant.  In 
sea  water  the  speed  of  sound  generally  varies  with 
depth.  Suppose,  for  example,  the  speed  increases  with 
depth.  In  that  case  every  ray  of  the  sound  beam  will 
be  curved  toward  the  surface.  The  more  rapid  the 
thnngc  of  speed  with  depth,  the  more  strongly  the 
rays  will  be  curved.  This  bending  of  the  sound  rays  is 
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called  refraction.  It  will  aid  in  undemanding  refrac¬ 
tion  to  imagine  that  the  lower  part  of  the  beam,  in 
the  example  just  cited,  keeps  getting  slightly  ahead 
of  the  tipper  part,  because  of  the  slight,  difference  in 
speed  in  the  water  at  the  levels  at  which  the  two  parts 
of  the  beam  travel.  It  is  a  fundamental  law  of  wave 
motion  that  the  rays,  which  indicate  the  direction  of 
travel,  ate  always  perpendicular  to  the  wave  fronts. 
A  wave  front  is  the  surface  occupied  by  the  front  of  a 
sound  signal  at  any  instant.  Because  the  lower  part  of 
the  wave  front  keeps  gaining  on  the  upper,  the  beam 
will  curve  upward. 

If  the  speed  decreased  with  depth  the  beam  would 
bend  downward.  Refraction  always  causes  a  sound 
ray  to  shift  its  course  toward  the  water  in  which  the 
speed  is  lower.  Ibis  condition  is  illustrated  in  exag¬ 
gerated  form  in  Figure  2. 

VklocitV  of  Sound 

The  speed  of  sound  in  sea  water  depends  on  the 
temperature  and  composition  of  the  water.  In  gen¬ 
eral  these  quantities  vary  both  horizontally  and  ver¬ 
tically,  but  only  the  latter  is  of  any  great  significance. 
While  horizontal  changes  in  the  speed  of  sound  will 
cause  changes  in  the  time  required  for  a  signal  to 
travel  between  two  points,  this  effect  is  small  and 
never  serious  in  echo  ranging.  But  changes  in  velocity 
with  depth,  even  slight  ones  due  to  warming  of  the 
surface  water  on  a  bright,  calm  day,  deflect  the  sound 
beam  from  the  horizontal  plane  and  may  cause  it  to 
overshoot  or  undershoot  the  target. 

In  echo  ranging  work,  in  which  only  the  upper  few 
hundred  feet  of  water  arc  involved,  temperature  is 


generally  the  meat  important  factor  causing  varia¬ 
tions  in  sound  velocity.  The  chemical  content  of  sea 
water,  of  which  salt  is  the  major  constituent  and  the 
only  one  which  need  be  considered,  is  relatively  uni¬ 
form  in  the  open  ocean  and  is  therefore  less  impor¬ 
tant  titan  temperature  in  determining  sound  veloc¬ 
ity,  Furthermore,  as  will  be  shown  later,  in  layers 
where  vertical  salinity  gradients  exist  there  is  nearly 
always  also  a  vertical  temperature  gradient.  Another 
minor  factor  is  pressure,  which  increases  proportion¬ 
ally  with  depth.  The  effect  of  these  three  variables  on 
the  speed  of  sound  is  shown  in  Figure  3.  It  will  be 
noted  that  they  all  change  the  velocity  in  the  saint 
direction.  An  increase  in  temperature,  salinity,  or 
depth  (pressure)  causes  an  increase  in  the  velocity  of 
sound. 

Gradients 

In  sound  transmission  the  vertical  velocity  gra¬ 
dient  is  more  important  than  the  velocity  itself,  since 
it  is  the  change  in  velocity  with  depth  that  determines 
how  much  refraction  will  take  place.  The  velocity 
gradient  is  readily  determined  from  the  gradients  of 
salinity  and  temperature.  The  salinity  gradient  is  de¬ 
fined  as  the  rate  of  increase  of  salinity  with  depth,  in 
parts  per  thousand  (°/oo)  per  foot.  The  temperature 
gradient  is  the  rate  of  increase  of  temperature  with 
depth,  in  degrees  Fahrenheit  per  foot.  These  gra¬ 
dients  arc  therefore  called  positive  if  the  quantity  in 
question  increases  with  depth,  negative  if  it  decreases. 

It  will  be  seen  later  that  in  the  great  majority  of 
cases  temperature  gradients  in  the  sea  are  zero  or  neg¬ 
ative.  Moreover,  except  in  certain  localized  areas 
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temperature  gradients  control  the  sound  velocity 
gradients.  With  a  zero  gradient  in  temperature 
(mixed  layer),  echo  ranges  are  long  because  the  sound 
rays  are  very  nearly  straight,  having  only  a  slight  tip- 
ward  curvature  due  to  the  pressure  effect.  On  the 
other  hand,  with  a  strong  negative  gradient  near  the 
surface  echo  ranges  will  be  short  because  the  sound 
beam  is  refracted  sharply  downward.  In  the  ocean  it 
is  common  to  find  a  mixed  layer  overlying  a  negative 
temperature  gradient.  In  such  cases  the  echo  range 
on  a  target  in  the  mixed  layer  will  be  long,  but  the 
part  of  the  sound  beam  that  enters  the  negative  gradi¬ 
ent  will  be  refracted  downward,  resulting  in  reduc¬ 
tion  of  range. 

There  are  two  phenomena  which  may  cause  re¬ 
duction  of  range  by  refraction.  With  a  strong  nega¬ 
tive  temperature  gradient  from  the  surface  down¬ 
ward,  each  say  of  the  sound  !>cam  curves  down  in  a 
great  arc,  and  beyond  the  horizontal  limits  of  the 
beam  is  a  so-called  shadow  zone  into  which  no  sound 
penetrates  other  than  by  scattering.  An  echo-ranging 
v  essel  will  not  be  able  to  detect  a  target  in  the  shadow 
zone,  but  as  soon  as  the  latter  comes  within  the  direct 
beam  the  echoes  will  come  in  loud  arid  dear.  This  is 
the  situation  illustrated  in  Figure  2,  in  which  the 
submarine  at  A  is  in  the  direct  beans  and  the  one  at 
B  is  in  the  shadow  zone. 

With  slighter  negative  temperature  gradients  and 
generally  with  any  gradient  underlying  a  mixed 
layer,  the  shadow  zone  is  not  very  dearly  defined.  But 
downward  refraction  at  any  depth  below  projector 
level  exaggerates  the  normal  divergence  of  sound 
rays.  And  since  the  intensity  of  sound  within  the 
beam  is  inversely  proportional  to  the  divergence  of 
the  sound  beam,  refraction  under  these  conditions 
has  the  effect  of  reducing  echo  intensity  and  thereby 
reducing  the  range.  Thus  a  target  in  the  negative 
gradient  beneath  a  mixed  layer  may  be  within  the 
direct  beam  but  still  Ik*  undetectable  because  the 
echoes  are  too  weak  to  be  heard  against  the  back¬ 
ground  of  reverberation  and  ship's  noise.  This  is 
known  as  layer  effect. 

Bottom  Effects 

As  stated  previously,  sound  transmission  in  shal¬ 
low  water  is  complicated  by  bottom  effects.  Wherever 
die  depth  is  greater  than  200  fathoms,  the  hot  tom  can 
Ire  neglected  in  echo  ranging.  1st  contrast,  where  the 
water  is  less  than  100  fathoms  deep,  the  bottom  sedi¬ 


ments  frequently  become  the  limiting  factor  in  deter¬ 
mining  maximum  range.  Between  the  200-fathom 
contour  and  the  100-fathom  contour  is  a  zone  of  un¬ 
certainty  as  far  as  the  effect  of  the  bottom  is  con¬ 
cerned.  However,  the  bottom  usually  slopes  so  steeply 
between  these  two  contours  that  only  a  small  fraction 
of  the  ocean  area  is  involved. 

What  makes  the  situation  particularly  difficult  in 
shallow  water  is  that  both  the  texture  of  the  sedi¬ 
ments  and  the  topography  of  the  bottom  are  acousti¬ 
cally  important.  The  bottom  scatters  some  sound 
back  toward  the  source,  giving  rise  to  reverberation 
above  which  the  echo  must  he  recognized,  and  it  may 
also  act  as  an  efficient  reflecting  surface  for  extend¬ 
ing  sound  into  areas  where  the  intensity  would  other¬ 
wise  be  too  low  to  return  an  echo.  Thus  a  smooth, 
hard  bottom  can  increase  the  maximum  range  over 
what  would  be  expected  under  the  same  refraction 
conditions  in  deep  water,  but  a  rough  bottom  may 
cause  such  loud  reverberation  that  the  echo  cannot 
be  recognized. 

Variations  in  echo  and  reverberation  intensity  re¬ 
sulting  from  multiple  reflections  frequently  result  its 
the  so-called  ski)?  distance  effect.  Contact  may  first  be 
established  at  relatively  long  ranges  through  bottom- 
reflected  sound,  but  at  medium  ranges  where  the  di¬ 
rect  sound  beam  strikes  the  bottom,  reverberation 
may  be  strong  enough  to  mr’,  ‘he  echo.  Then  at 
short  ranges  the  echo  level  may  be  higher  than  the 
reverberation  level,  and  contact  will  Ik*  regained.  If 
the  target  is  close  to  the  bottom,  skip  distances  are 
uncommon.  Such  a  target  will  be  struck  by  the  sound 
beam  at  approximately  the  same  range  at  which  the 
bottom  is  struck  as  well.  Thus,  maxima  in  echo 
strength  may  be  expected  at  the  same  ranges  at  which 
the  bottom  reverberation  will  also  be  strong.  If  the 
reverberation  is  strong  enough  to  mask  the  echo  at 
one  particular  range,  it  will  mask  the  echo  at  all 
longer  ranges  as  well.  Whether  bottom  reverberation 
is  strong  enough  to  mask  an  echo  depends  primarily 
on  the  bottom  material,  and  also  on  the  depth  of  the 
water,  the  strength  of  he  echo,  and  the  refraction  pat¬ 
tern.  The  range  at  which  masking  by  reverberation 
is  first  likely  to  occur  is  equal  to  about  four  to  six 
times  the  depth  of  the  water,  provided  that  strong 
negative  temperature  gradients  are  present.  The 
range  over  which  such  masking  may  persist  for  a 
shallow  target  will  vary,  depending  in  part  on  the 
sediment,  but  commonly  it  is  about  500  to  700  yards. 
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When  die  water  is  isothermal  to  the  bottom,  the 
range  at  which  masking  by  reverberation  is  first.  likely 
is  more  nearly  ten  times  the  water  depth. 

Except  over  soft  mini  bottoms,  which  absorb 
nearly  all  the  sound  reaching  them,  or  where  there  is 
strong  upward  refraction,  layer  effect  is  absent  or 
much  reduced  in  shallow  water  because  the  low  in¬ 
tensity  parts  of  the  direct  sound  field  are  more  or  less 
filled  with  bottom-reflected  sound. 

Other  Factors 

False  echoes  are  relatively  frequent  its  shallow 
water,  although  well-trained  operators  should  nearly 
always  he  able  to  classify  them  correctly.  False  echoes 
may  be  of  several  varieties:  echoes  irons  schools  of 
fish,  bottom  irregularities,  or  wrecks,  and  sharp  local 
rises  in  the  reverberation  level  under  conditions  of 
strong  downward  refraction. 

The  ambient  noise  level  will  vary  in  shallow' water, 
not  only  because  of  noise  of  biological  origin  and 
noise  from  waves,  but  also  depending  on  the  prox¬ 
imity  to  the  shore,  especially  if  the  surf  is  heavy.  In 
addition,  the  noise  level  will  depend  somewhat  on 
the  reflecting  qualities  of  the  bottom. 

Therefore,  in  general  it  can  be  concluded  that 
sound  conditions  in  coastal  waters  are  highly  variable 
and  tend  to  be  poor  except  over  a  smooth,  sandy 
bottom.  These  factors  have  in  general  been  favorable 
to  submarines.  Since  shipping  must  converge  off  the 
main  ports  and  since  much  cargo  is  carried  coastwise, 
it  is  frequently  possible  for  submarines  to  lie  in  wait 


in  particular  areas  that  are  oceanographically  suit¬ 
able.  I1ie.se  advantages  are  partly  offset  by  the  fact 
that  effective  air  coverage  is  more  easily  maintained 
near  land;  nevertheless,  submarine  activity  could 
continue  in  coastal  waters,  especially  where  favorable 
oceanographic  factors  coincide  with  a  high  density 
of  shipping.  It  is  apparent  therefore  that  both  pro¬ 
submarine  and  antisubmarine  groups  must  recognize 
and  understand  the  problems  of  range  prediction  in 
shallow  water. 

Tliese,  then,  are  the  major  factors  involved  in  the 
transmission  of  sound  in  sea  water.  The  BT  fills  the 
obvious  need  for  an  instrument  to  measure  the  tem¬ 
perature  gradients  in  the  water.  The  prediction 
manuals  serve  to  convert  this  information  into  a 
form  that  is  tactically  usable.  However,  there  always 
remains  the  question  of  how  long  the  observed  condi¬ 
tions  will  remain  reasonably  constant,  or  to  put  it 
another  way,  how  often  BT  readings  will  he  required 
and  what  sound  conditions  are  likely  to  be  the  next 
day  and  the  day  after.  These  questions  are  partially 
answered  by  the  sonar  charts,  but  the  latter  are  of  lim¬ 
ited  value  in  the  same  way  that  a  chart  of  average 
weather  conditions  is  limited  in  its  value  for  predict¬ 
ing  the  weather  tomorrow.  Use  of  the  charts  and  of 
BT  predictions  in  general  will  therefore  be  much 
improved  if  it  is  tempered  by  judgments  based  on 
some  understanding  of  physical  oceanography  and 
weather  and  the  interrelations  of  boih  with  sound 
conditions.  The  basic  principles  of  this  knowledge 
will  be  summarized  in  Parts  2  and  3. 
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SUBMARINE  DIVING  PROBLEMS 


<•»  INTRODUCTION 

In  the  chapters  that  follow  there  are  numerous 
references  to  submarine  diving  problems  in  con¬ 
nection  with  particular  oceanographic  conditions,  Be¬ 
fore  the  development  of  the  submarine  bathythermo¬ 
graph  [BT],  the  submariner  had  no  method  for  de¬ 
termining  quickly  and  easily  the  oceanographic 
characteristics  of  the  waters  in  which  he  was  operat¬ 
ing.  Diving  and  maintaining  trim  at  the  desired 
depth  were  largely  a  matter  of  trial  and  error  and 
were  therefore  costly  in  time  and  effort.  The  diving 
rules  developed  in  connection  with  the  BT  have 
greatly  simplified  these  operations.  The  whole  sub¬ 
ject  is  covered  in  detail  in  Volume  6B  of  Division  6. 
In  the  meantime  the  subject  will  be  outlined  broadly 
by  way  of  introduction  to  oceanographic  considera¬ 
tions  discussed  in  other  chapters  of  this  volume. 

A  submerged  submarine  has  two  me  thods  of  chang¬ 
ing  depth,  which  may  be  used  singly  or  together. 
First,  it  can  change  its  buoyancy  by  regulating  the 
amount  of  sea  water  in  its  ballast  tanks.  Flooding  bal¬ 
last  makes  the  submarine  less  buoyant  so  that  it  sinks; 
pumping  ballast  makes  it  more  buoyant,  and  it  rises. 
Second,  the  elevation  of  the  diving  planes  can  be 
changed  so  that  as  the  submarine  moves  through  the 
water  it  planes  up  or  down.  A  modification  of  this 
method  is  to  ballast  unequally  fore  and  aft.  The  hull 
then  lies  at  an  angle  in  the  water,  and  the  planing 
effect  is  produced  without  changing  the  diving 
planes. 

It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  in  submarine  oper¬ 
ation  to  be  able  to  change  depth  efficiently.  It  often 
takes  an  appreciable  amount  of  time  to  flood  or 
pump  the  requisite  amount  of  water.  During  offen¬ 
sive  or  defensive  operations  a  delay  of  a  few  minutes 
caused  by  faulty  judgment  as  to  the  correct  ballast 
change  may  be  costly.  The  noise  involved  in  diving 
operations  is  also  an  important  consideration  when 
Operating  among  enemy  ships  that  may  be  maintain¬ 
ing  a  listenirsg  watch. 

With  these  considerations  in  mind,  it  is  evident 
that  optimum  efficiency  in  diving  operations  means 
achieving  the  best  possible  balance  between  speed  in 
completing  the  change  in  depth  and  qua  -ss  of 
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operation  throughout.  It  implies  knowledge  before¬ 
hand  of  what  ballast  changes  will  be  needed  and 
when,  so  that  the  submarine  will  not  at  any  time  be¬ 
come  dangerously  out  of  trim  and  require  a  sudden 
burst  of  speed  or  other  noisy  operation  to  keep  it 
under  control, 

«  DENSITY  LAYERS 

Maintaining  efficient  diving  operations  would  be 
simple  if  the  buoyancy  of  sea  water  were  everywhere 
uniform.  Since  it,  is  not,  die  variations  in  density  that 
occur  make  each  dive  a  separate  problem  requiring 
slightly  different  tactics.  These  are  considered  briefly 
below. 

H,  for  example,  the  submarine  is  in  trim  at  peri¬ 
scope  depth,  its  overall  density  is  approximately  the 
same  as  that  of  the  surrounding  sea  water.  Conse¬ 
quently,  it  has  no  great  tendency  either  to  rise  or  sink, 
and  such  small  movements  as  occur  are  readily  cor¬ 
rected  with  slight  changes  in  the  angle  of  the  diving 
planes.  As  the  vessel  travels  at  periscope  depth  it  may 
move  into  water  of  greater  or  less  density.  An  increase 
in  temperature  makes  the  water  expand  so  that  it  is 
lighter.  The  density  also  depends  on  its  salt  content 
(see  Section  5.1),  Such  changes  in  density  require  re- 
ballasting  to  bring  the  submarine  back  into  trim. 
However,  these  lateral  density  changes  are  relatively 
slight  in  most  cases,  and  it  requires  no  great  effort  to 
keep  the  vessel  on  a  horizontal  course. 

If  a  submarine  its  trim  at  periscope  depth  dives  in 
water  of  uniform  density,  it  gradually  gets  out  of 
trim  because  the  increasing  pressure  at  greater  depths 
compresses  the  hull,  making  the  submarine  less  buoy¬ 
ant.  Therefore  under  these,  conditions  a  submarine 
must  pump  ballast  during  the  dive  in  order  to  main¬ 
tain  trim.  The  amount  of  water  to  be  pumped  out 
depends  on  the  size  of  the  submarine  and  on  its  com- 
picssibility,  the  latter  varying  with  the  type  of  con¬ 
struction  and,  to  a  lesser  extent,  with  individual 
vessels. 

The  case  above  is  one  of  the  rarer  examples  of  a 
diving  operation,  because  the  water  is  not  often  of 
uniform  density  down  to  the  maximum  depth  of 
submarine  operation. 
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Define  L  Submarine  bathy thermogram  showing  effect  of 
temperature  gradients  on  ballasting  operations. 


Figure  Z  Submarine  bathy  thermogram  showing  diving 
operations  in  a  mixed  layer  with  an  underlying  negative 
gradient. 


«•»  TEMPERATURE  VARIATIONS 

It  was  pointed  out  in  the  introduction  that  the 
temperature  may  decrease  from  the  surface  down¬ 
ward  or  in  the  water  underlying  a  mixed  surface 
layer.  With  decreasing  temperature  the  density 
would  increase  downward.  The  sea  may  be  thought 
of  as  a  series  of  horizontal  layers  one  below  another, 
in  which  the  density  is  tidier  uniform  or  increases 
downward  by  a  greater  or  lesser  amount. 

A  layer  of  increasing  density  gives  a  diving  subma¬ 
rine  more  support  and  tends  to  counteract  the  com¬ 
pression  effect.  It  is  conceivable  that  the  two  effects 
may  just  balance,  so  that  a  diving  submarine  will  re¬ 
main  in  trim  all  the  way  down.  On  the  submarine 
BT  card  (Figure  1)  are  printed  isoballast  lines,  which 
show  the  amount  of  temperature  change  with  depth 
that  will,  by  its  effect  on  the  density  of  the  water, 
exactly  balance  the  compression  effect  of  a  subma¬ 
rine  of  the  type  for  which  the  card  was  prepared.  In 
any  layer  where  the  temperature-depth  trace  parallels 
the  isohaUast  lines,  the  diving  submarine  will  remain 
in  the  same  state  of  trim  throughout  the  layer.  If  the 
temperature  is  more  nearly  uniform,  so  that  the  trace 
crosses  the  isoballast  lines  toward  the  right,  a  diving 
submarine  will  get  heavier  and  will  have  to  pump 
ballast  to  regain  trim.  In  a  strong  gradient  that 
crosses  toward  die  left,  h  will  be  light  and  will  have 
to  flood  ballast. 

As  is  already  apparent  from  previous  discussions, 
it  is  common  to  Find  temperature  conditions  in  the 
sea  of  the  kind  shown  in  Figure  2,  in  which  there  is 
a  surface  layer  of  mixed  water  and  an  underlying 
layer  with  a  sharp  decrease  in  temperature.  Suppose 
a  submarine  is  in  trim  at  periscope  depth  (Position 


A)  and  makes  a  dive  with  no  ballast  changes.  As  it 
goes  through  the  mixed  layer  it  gets  heavier  and 
sinks  more  rapidly.  But  the  temperature  gradient 
below  gives  it  more  buoyancy  again,  and  it  finally 
comes  to  trim  at  Position  B,  where  the  temperature 
trace  intersects  the  same  isoballast  line  that  passed 
through  Position  A,  This  is  an  example  of  a  very 
quick  and  efficient  dive  that  makes  full  use  of  a 
knowledge  of  the  temperature  conditions.  It  would 
be  much  less  efficient  to  dive  in  trim,  pumping  while 
in  the  mixed  layer  and  flooding  again  below  it.  How¬ 
ever,  if  there  were  no  temperature  gradient  below 
the  mixed  layer,  it  would  be  more  efficient  as  well  as 
safer  to  remain  more  or  less  in  trim  all  the  way  down. 
Thus,  the  correct  diving  procedure  depends  on 
knowledge  of  the  vertical  temperature  structure  of 
the  water.  The  example  described  above  is  unusually 
simple  since  it  is  not  commonly  possible  to  dive  with¬ 
out  making  any  ballast  changes  at  all.  Nevertheless, 
the  general  principle  holds  in  almost,  any  case,  that 
it  is  possible  to  dive  more  efficiently  in  water  of 
known  temperature  structure  than  in  an  unknown 
situation  because  when  the  diving  officer  knows  the 
total  amount  of  ballast  change  that  will  be  needed, 
he  can  make  the  proper  adjustments  at  an  even  rate 
through  the  entire  operation  and  will  not.  be  slopped 
by  a  sharp  density  gradient  or  forced  to  increase  the 
noise  output  of  the  submarine,  in  the  effort  to  get 
through  the  layer.  The  time  thus  saved  during  a  dive 
may  be  as  much  as  10  or  15  minutes. 

In  order  to  obtain  proper  knowledge  of  the  tem¬ 
perature  structure  of  the  water,  it  is  necessary  for  the 
submarine  to  make  frequent  exploratory  dives.  Den¬ 
sity  conditions  are  best  dealt  with  in  an  emergency 
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if  a  recent  BT  record  is  available.  How  often  such 
dives  are  needed  depends  on  the  variability  of  tem¬ 
perature  conditions  where  the  submarine  is  operat¬ 
ing,  and  for  this  purpose  sonar  charts  and  Subma¬ 
rine  Supplements  provide  the  submariner  with  infor¬ 
mation  about  local  variability.  In  offensive  and  de¬ 
fensive  operations,  however,  this  information  about 
average  layer  depth  is  obviously  less  useful  than  the 
more  .complete  and  specific  knowledge  obtained  by  a 
recent  exploratory  dive. 

The  use  of  BT  records  for  the  control  of  diving 
makes  no  allowance  for  vertical  density  changes  due 
to  salinity  structure.  Throughout  the  greater  part  of 
die  deep  oceanic  regions  variability  of  salinity  is  an 
insignificant  factor,  but  there  are  local  areas,  partic¬ 
ularly  in  shallow  water,  where  it  is  important.  In 
such  places  temperature  records  must  be  used  with 
discretion  and  supplemented  where  possible  by  sal¬ 
inity  data  in  the  Submarine  Supplements  or  by  gen¬ 
eral  oceanographic  knowledge  of  the  kind  described 
in  subsequent  chapters  and  dealt  with  more  specifi¬ 
cally  in  the  volume  on  diving  control  previously  re¬ 
ferred  to.  More  adequate  information  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  the  use.*  of  the  salinity-compensated  BT. 
Whether  or  not  it  will  be  useful  enough  to  justify 
installing  such  a  complicated  and  bulky  instrument 
will  perhaps  depend  on  the  location  of  future  stra¬ 
tegic  areas. 

Further  reference  to  the  salinity-compensated  BT 


may  be  found  in  Section  1.3  on  “The  Bathythermo¬ 
graph  for  Submarines." 


*•*  PROGRESS  OF  FOREIGN  NATIONS 

It  is  not  known  whether  foreign  nations  have  de¬ 
veloped  diving  control  to  the  same  degree  as  our  own 
Navy,  but  it  can  at  least  be  assumed  that  they  under¬ 
stand  the  advantage  of  making  use  of  density  layers 
and  have  charts  of  average  conditions  similar  to  those 
in  the  Supplements.  This  much;  as  stated  previously, 
has  been  determined  from  a  captured  German  sub¬ 
marine,  and  the  usefulness  of  density  layers  Is  too 
obvious  to  escape  any  submariner.  For  them  it  is  a 
fortunate  coincidence  that  from  both  the  acoustic 
and  diving  standpoints  density  layers  provide  the 
best  possible  protection  in  evasion.  The  so-called 
“layer  effect"  has  been  mentioned,  which  reduces 
the  echo  and  listening  ranges  on  a  submarine  sub¬ 
merged  well  below  the  top  of  a  density  layer.  It  is  also 
apparent,  that  a  submarine  in  the  middle  of  such  a 
layer  requites  little  effort  to  maintain  constant  depth. 
If  it  rises  it  will  be  in  ’water  of  less  buoyancy  and  will 
tend  to  sink  again.  If  it  goes  deeper  it  will  encounter 
more  buoyant  water.  Hence,  it  is  not  only  easy  to 
maintain  quiet  operation,  creeping,  or  balancing 
with  the  motor  stopped,  but  also  it  is  easier  to  main¬ 
tain  control  of  the  ship  during  a  depth-charge  attack. 
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THE  BASIC  VERTICAL  THERMAL  STRUCTURE 

OF  THE  OCEANS 
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Fkiuks  !.  Basic  thermal  structure  of  the  ocean— typical 
winter  conditions  in  mid-latitudes. 
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Figure  3,  North -south  projection  of  the  simple  thrce-Iayared  ocean  In  winter 
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surrounding  water.  Density  increases  whet)  the  sal¬ 
inity  or  pressure  increases,  but  it  decreases  when  the 
water  expands  with  increasing  temperature.  When 
these  properties  arc  known,  the  density  can  be  deter¬ 
mined  readily  from  standard  tables  such  as  those  of 
Knud. sen.1  Graphically  die  relationship  can  be  repre¬ 
sented  as  in  Figure  2.  If  can  be  seen  that  the  effect  of 
pressure,  is  slight,  and  it  usually  can  be  neglected  in 
oceanographic  studies.  Temperature  and  salinity  are 
the  factors  ordinarily  considered,  and  in  most  cases 
temperature  is  more  important. 

Water  masses  of  different  density  fend  to  arrange 
themselves  in  more  or  less  horizontal  strata  with  the 
lightest  water  at  the  surface  and  the  most  dense  water 
at  the  bottom.  This  is  a  stable  situation  since  work  is 
required  by  wind  or  forces  producing  turbulence  in 


order  to  depress  the  light  water  or  raise  the  heavier 
sufficiently  to  mix  them  to  homogeneity.  The  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  the  resistance  of  stable  layers  to  vertical 
turbulence  is  indicated  by  the  form  of  the  tempera¬ 
ture  curve  in  Figure  1,  in  which  the  depth  of  the 
mixed  layer  is  a  relatively  small  part  of  the  whole 
water  column. 

Continuing  the  discussion  of  the  simple,  three- 
iayered  winter  ocean,  Figure  8  shows  a  diagrammatic 
sketch  of  a  north-south  profile  through  the  North 
Atlantic.  The  relatively  warm  surface  layer  is  roughly 
lens-shaped  in  profile,  being  deepest  in  mid-latitudes. 
The  thermodine,  too,  is  deepest  and  thickest  in  mid- 
latitudes,  and  it  intercepts  the  surface  in  a  narrow 
band,  just  beyond  the  poleward  limit  of  the  warm 
surface  layer.  In  latitudes  higher  than  about  50° 
the  entire  water  column  is  relatively  cold,  and  this 
water  is  continuous  with  the  cold  deep  layer  that 
underlies  the  thermodine  further  south. 

To  a  certain  degree,  the  distribution  of  the  three 
primary  layers  is  in  agreement  with  the  previous 
statement  that  waters  of  different  density  tend  to 
form  stable  horizontal  layers.  However,  it  is  also  evi¬ 
dent  that  the  layers  do  not  achieve  complete  stability, 
else  they  would  be  found  at  all  latitudes  from  the 
equator  to  the  poles  and  with  uniform  thickness.  One 
of  the  main  reasons  for  this  lack  of  uniformity  is  the 
variation  in  temperature  and  amount  of  solar  radia¬ 
tion  at  different  latitudes.  In  the  tropics  the  water  is 
being  heated.  As  it  decreases  in  density  it  expands 
and  spreads  northward  and  southward  along  the  stir 
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face,  gradually  cooling  as  it  approaches  high  lati 
tndes,  As  the  warm  surf  arc  water  is  drained  off  from 
the  tropics  it  is-  replaced  by  underlying  cold  water 
that  flows  in  underneath  from  the  polar  regions. 
Thus  it  is  apparent  that  the  deep  water  layer  of  all 
the  oceans  is  ultimately  derived  from  high  latitudes 
and  has  much  the  same  characteristics  of  salinity  and 
temperature  as  the  surface  waters  of  those  regions. 

At  a  latitude  of  about  50°  North  is  a  zone,  pic¬ 
tured  diagrammatiealiy  in  Figure  $,  where  there  is 
a  considerable  amount  of  mixing  between  arctic 
water  and  the  warmer  water  from  the  south.  It  is  a 
confused  region,  hydrographical!)'  speaking,  with 
much  eddy  movement  between  masses  of  water  of 
contrasting  temperature  and  salinity,  so  that  some¬ 
times  the  warmer  water  near  the  surface  overlies  the 
colder  water  and  sometimes  the  colder  water  overlies 
the  warmer  water.  The  surface  water  carried  to  this 
region  from  the  tropics  is  more  saline  than  the  polar 
water.  As  it  gets  colder  in  high  latitudes  it  becomes 
dense  enough  to  sink  and  become  part  of  the  main 
ihermOcltne.  At.  the  point  of  sinking  the  surrounding 
surface  water  converges  to  take  its  place.  Because  of 
this  characteristic,  the  region  around  50°  North  is 
called  the  subarctic  convergence  (a  similar  zone  in 
the  Southern  Hemisphere  is  known  as  the  subant  Arc¬ 
tic  convergence).  In  the  thennoclsne,  as  in  the  deep 
layer,  there  is  a  slow  drift  of  watts'  from  its  point  of 
origin  in  high  latitudes  toward  the  tropics. 

The  basic  vertical  temperature  structure  and  the 
circulation  of  the  ocean  have  been  described  as  phe¬ 
nomena  of.  heating  and  cooling  and  of  water  move¬ 
ments  produced  by  .  these,  changes  in  density.  It  will 
be  shown  that  this  basic  picture  is  modified  by  a  num¬ 
ber  of  factors,  in  particular  by  the  winds,  by  the 
earth's  rotation,  by  the  configuration  of  the  ocean 
basins,  and  by  the  seasons,  These  factors  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  further  in  the  appropriate  places.  In  the 
meantime,  the.  review  of  the  temperature  structure  is 
continued  with  a  summary  of  practical  implications 
and  an  examination  of  some  of  the  temperature  ob¬ 
servations  that  have  been  made. 

From  Use  standpoint  of  subsurface  warfare  the 
aforementioned  generalizations  concerning  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  three  primary  thermal  layers  may 
be  roughly  summarized  as  follows: 

1,  In  winter  beyond  a  latitude  of  about  50°  in 
mid-ocean,  and  again  in  mid-latitudes,  the  water 
will  be  virtually  isothermal  down  to  the  lower  limit 
of  submarine  operation. 


2.  The  main  thermocline  approaches  the  surface  in 
the  equatorial  region,  becoming  shallow  enough  to 
affect  submarine  operations  by  shortening  the  range 
on  a  submarine  that  is  submerged  below  the  isother¬ 
mal  layer.  The  same  is  true  near  the  edge  of  surface 
currents,  such  as  the  Gulf  Stream,  that  transport 
tropical  water  to  higher  latitudes.  The  thickening  of 
the  mixed  layer  in  the  central  basins,  of  the  oceans 
atsd  she  thinning  at  the  periphery  are  largely  the  re¬ 
sult  of  the  wind  systems  of  the  earth,  which  produce 
surface  currents  its  the  ocean,  driving  the  water  in  a 
great  eddy  in  mid-latitudes  in  each  ocean  and  tend¬ 
ing  to  concentrate  the  warm  surface  layer  in  mid¬ 
ocean.  The  effect  of  these  wind-driven  eddies  is  to  im¬ 
prove  sound  ranges  in  the  middle  of  the  basins  and 
reduce  diem  at  the  periphery. 

3.  In  the  subpolar  convergences,  where  the  warm 
water  and  the  cold  water  are  in  dose  contact,  the  con  ¬ 
ditions  are  variable.  Sometimes  positive  temperature, 
gradients,  sometimes  negative  temperature  gradients 
are  encountered. 

Following  this  sketch  of  the  vertical  temperature 
distribution  in  a  somewhat  diagrammatic  and  ideal¬ 
ized  ocean  is, a  sample  of  the  observations  from  which 
this  simple  picture  has  Steen  derived.  The  standard 
instrument  of  physical  oceanography  has  teen  the 
deep-sea  reversing  thermometer.  Pairs  of  these  instru¬ 
ments  are  usually  lowered  in  series  on  a  wire  cable, 
the  thermometers  being  attached  to  a  frame  known 
as  a  vmter-bottlc.  The  mechanism  is  (ripped  by  a 
messenger  sent  down  on-  the  cable,  which  causes  the 
thermometers  to  turn  upside  down,  breaking  the 
mercury  column  so  that  it  records  the  temperature  at 
the  depth  of  reversal.  At  the  same  time  tine  bottle 
closes,  securing  a  sample  of  water  from  the  same 
depth.  Thus,  an  oceanographic  station,  as  it  is  called, 
consists  of  pairs  of  temperature  readings,  usually  ai 
approximately  lOO-raeier  {330  feet)  depth  intervals 
and  a  water  sample  frotn  each  depth  which  is  ana¬ 
lyzed  for  salinity  and  often  for  various  dissolved  sub¬ 
stances'  as  well. 

By  using  the  deep-sea  reversing  thermometers  in 
pairs  if  is  possible  to  overcome  the  difficulty  that  is 
caused  by  the  current  or  the  drift  of  the  vessel  which 
ordinarily  prevent  the  wire  supporting  the  instru¬ 
ment  from  hanging  vertically.  In  each  pair  of  ther¬ 
mometers  one  is  protected  by  a  glass  case  front  the 
pressure  o£  the  water.  Because  of  the  compressibility 
of  the  glass  of  the  unprotected  instrument,  it  will 
record  a  somewhat  higher  temperature  than  the  pro- 
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Figure  4.  Temperature-depth  curves  for  high  latitudes 
in  winter. 


Figure  5,  Temperature-depth-  cmv.es  for  initJ-lalkude* 
in  whiter. 


tcc'ied  instrument  with  which  it  is  paired.  From  the  so  drawn  as  to  agree  near  the  surface  with  the  avail- 
differences  in  reading  of  the  two  instruments  the  able  BT  data  from  the  area  it  question, 
depth  can  be  calculated  with  a  very  satisfactory  de¬ 
gree  of  accuracy.  5.1.1  -  High  Latitudes 

When  good  quality  deep-sea  reversing  thermom- 

cters  are  used  at '.sufficiently  close  depth  intervals  and  Unfortunately  very  few  data  are  available  from 
the  depths  have  been  corrected  for  the  changing  high  latitudes  in  midwinter.  Some  of  these-  are  plot- 
angle  of  the  supporting  wire  cable,  a  smooth  curve  ted  in  Figure  4  and  show  that  the  water  column  is 
joining  the  observed  points  on  a  temperature-depth  indeed  essentially  isothermal.  Surface  temperatures 
plot  gives  a  reliable  picture  of  the  major  features  of  close  to  32  F  are  frequently  encountered  in  the  open 
the  vertical  diermal  structure  at  the  station  in  ques-  ocean,  and  even  lower  close  to  the  land.  But.  what 
lion.  Unfortunately,  in  the  past  it  has  not  always  forms  the  bottom  water  in  low  latitudes  is  not  the 
been  possible  to  use  reversing  thermometers  at  suffi-  coldest -water  produced  each  winter  near  the  surface 
ciently  close  depth  intervals,  especially  near  the  in  highjatitudes,  but  the  densest.  This  is  water  which 
surface.  has  a  salinity  close  to  34.8  °/w  and  water  of  such  a 

While  the  bathythermograph  [BT]  has  very  obvi-  salinity  is  no!  found  at  the  surface  over  wide  areas  in 
on s  advantages,  in  its  standard  form  it  records  the  winter  where  the  temperature  falls  to  much  below 
temperature  down  to  a  depth  of  only  450  feet.  Fur-  35.6  F. 

thermore,  the  horizontal  distribution  of  BT  observa-  5.1,2  Mid-latitude® 

lions  is  as  yet  inadequate.  Therefore,  many  of  the 

temperature-depth  curves  given  below  are  primarily  Many  winter  stations  have  been  occupied  near  the 
based  on  reversing  thermometer  observations,  but  are  centers  of  the  great  wind-driven  eddies.  A  selection 
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ture  decreases  at  a  fairly  uniform  rate  of  about  1  F 
per  1,000  feet. 

5X3  Tropics 

Figure  6  shows  several  stations  from  low  latitudes, 
h  will  be  seen  that  in  the  tropics  the  lower  limit  of 
the  mam  thermoclme  is  at  about  2,100  feet,  some 
1,500  feet  less  than  in  mid-latitudes  and  that  it  ex¬ 
tends  up  to  within  about  800  feet  of  the  surface.  Be¬ 
cause  of  the  higher  surface  temperatures  the  total 
temperature  drop  across,  the  main  therittocline  is 
about  15  F  greater  than  in  mid-latitudes.  The  rate  of 
decrease  of  temperature  with  depth  is  also  much 
greater,  especially  in  the  upper  third  of  the  main 
thfermocline.  As  pointed  out  above,  because  of  the 
small  seasonal  range  isi  surface  temperature  in  the 
tropics,  summer  observations  would  show  much  the 
same  temperature-depth  distribution. 
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Unfortunately  it.  is  impossible  to  show  the  thermal 
structure  of  any  of  the  oceans  in  north-south  profile 
based  on  midwinter  oceanographic  stations  alone.  It 
is  necessary  to  combine  stations  matte  at  different 
seasons  of  the  year  and  to  rely  largely  on  BT  data  to 
.  „  ,  reconstruct  the  surface  layer.  This  is  justified  because 

us  Figure  5.  It- will  be  seen  that  the  relatively  below  the  depth  of  Wind-stirring,  seasonal  tempera- 
iothennai  surface  layer  extends  down  to  ture  changes  are  relatively  small  and  result  mainly 
m  or  1’500  feet-  The  main  thermoclinc,  in  from  seasonal  changes  in  the  strength  of  the  main 
mperaturc  decreases  by  about  28  F  occupies  currents  which  only  slightly  alter  the  average  depth 
hs  between  approximately  1,000  feet  and  of  the  main  thermocline* 

t,  while  below  in  the  deep  water  tempera-  In  Figure  7  the  available  data  from  the  North  and 
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winter. 


SOUTH  UATITUSie 


H0RTH  UTiTUOE 

60*  50*  40*  30*  20*  IQ*  o-  10*  20*  30*  40*  50*  60* 


2500 


aooo 


TS0O 


rsoo  w 


pi  0000 


10000 


»2300 


*5000 


Fic.m-  7.  Jiort*  -south  temperature-depth  profile  in  mid-Atlantic  in  winter. 
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South  Alamic  have  been  combined  into  a  mid-ocean 
profile.  In  both  hemispheres  winter  conditions  are 
shown.  In  other  words,  south  of  the  equator  the  tem¬ 
peratures  near  the  surface  are  typical  of  the  July- 
August  period.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  Southern 
Hemisphere  half  of  the  section  is  essentially  a  mirror 
image  of  the  northern  half  ami  that  both  are  in  agree¬ 
ment  with  the  more  diagrammatic  Figure  3,  discussed 
above. 

Such  attempts  as  have  been  made  to  construct 
similar  north-south  profiles  of  the  other  oceans  all 
show  the  same  basic  subdivisions:  a  deep  mass  of  rel¬ 
atively  cokl  water,  having  but  a  slight  and  nearly 
uniform  decrease  of  temperature  with  depth;  a  main 
thermodme  at  mid-depths,  except  hi  high  latitudes; 
ami  above  the  main  thermociine  in  winter  a  layer  of 
relatively  warm  water  of  varying  thickness  in  which 
there  is  virtually  no  temperature  change  with  depth. 


Because  of  the  difficulty" of  representing  the  ocean 
irs  a  three-dimensiona!  diagram,  it  is  necessary  to  re¬ 
sort  to  indirect  methods  in  order  to  picture  the  hori¬ 
zontal  and  vertical  dimensions  of  the  three  primary 
layers. 

The  difference  between  the  minimum  (winter)  sur¬ 
face  temperature  and  the  temperature  at  a  depth  of 
600  feet  is  shown  in  Figure  8.  In  equatorial  regions 
the  top  of  the  niasn  thermociine  extends  well  above 
the  fiyO-foot  level,  so  that  the  temperature  differ¬ 
ence  lietween  the  surface  and  this  depth  is  relatively 
large.  Northward  and  southward  the  difference  be¬ 
comes  much  less  as  the  surface  layer  thickens  and  the 
thermodme  comes  to  tie  at  a  greater  depth.  Beyond 
the  poleward,  limits  of  the  main  thermociine  there  is 
little  temperature  change  with  depth.  Hence  the  zero 
line  marks  off  approximately  the  limits  of  the  main 
thermociine  and  the  position  of  The  subpolar  con¬ 
vergences  previously  mentioned. 

Some  idea  of  the  geographical  variations  of  the 
warm  surface  layer  can  also  be  obtained  from  the 
layer  depth  bn  the  sonar  charts.  These  arc  repro¬ 
duced  in  Figure  %  'which  shows  the  average  layer 
depth  during  December,  January,  and  February,  and 
in  Figure  10  which  is  ..for  June.  July,  and  August.  A 
precise  definition  of- layer  depth  is  difficult,  but  it  is 
usually  the  depth  to  the  most  prominent  break  in  the 


tempera Ui re-depth  curve.  This  is  commonly  at  the 
top  of  the  seasonal  thermociine,  if  present;  otherwise, 
at  the  top  of  the  main,  thermociine.  The  chans  for 
the  winter  season  (Figure  9,  Northern  Hemisphere; 
Figure  10,  Southern)  show  the  geographical  details  of 
some  of  the  features  that  have  already  been  men¬ 
tioned;  a  mixed  layer  of  300  feet  or  more  in  each  of 
the  central  basins  ih  mid-latitudes,  a  shallower  layer 
toward  the  continents  cm  each  side  and  toward  the 
equator.  However,  as  .there  is  no  marked  change  in 
layer  depth  in  the  region  of  the  subpolar  converg¬ 
ences,  the  sonar  charts  show  little  evidence  of  this 
phenomenon, 

hs  the.  part  of  the  chans  depicting  the  summer 
season  layer  depths  are,  of  course,  shallower  because 
of  seasonal  wanning  of  the  surface  waters,  and  the 
charts  no  longer  show  rite  position  of  the  main  ther- 
modine.  Discussion  of  this  part  of.  the  charts  Is  post¬ 
poned  until  the  seasonal  temperature  cycle  lias  been 
described. 

The  lower  paw  of  the  main  'thermociine  and  the 
underlying  deep  water  are  of  less  interest  from  the 
practical  standpoint  than  the  surface  layer.  How¬ 
ever,  in  a  few  places,  they  come  dose  enough  to  the 
surface  so  that  a  submarine  can  operate  in  them,  -As 
was  shown  in  previous  figures,  there  is  st  gradual 
change  in  the  .slope  of  the  tempera t  tire-depth  curve 
between  the  middle' of  the  main  thermociine  and  the 
deep  water.  At  no  place  is  there  a  sharp  break  where 
the  one  ends  and  the  other  begins.  But  for  practical 
purposes  the*  lower  limit  of  cite  main  thermociine  can 
be  set  at  a  temperature  of  about  41  F,  below  which 
further  decreases  in  temperature  with  depth  are  very 
slight. 

In-  equatorial  regions  the  depth,  of  the  41-degree 
isotherm  is  generally  ahotit  2,0<M5  feet,  although  in  a 
few  areas  It  is  much  shallower.  Along  the  West  coasts 
of  the  continents,  currents  set  tip  by  the  trade  winds 
transport  surface  .water  sway  from  the  land,  thin* 
ning  out.  the  wans*  surface  layer  so  that  the  thermo- 
clfne  and  deep  water  layer  are  drawn  up  near  the 
surface.  This  process  Is  known  as  npweUmg,  and 
where  it  occurs  to  a  pronounced  degree,  the  41 -degree 
isotherm  may  rise  to  within  B00  feet  of  the  surface. 

To  the  north  and’  south  of  be  equator  the  di¬ 
degree  isotherm  slopes  downward,  reaching  its  great¬ 
est  depths,  8,600  to  4,060  feet,  in  the  central  basins  in 
mid-latitudes.  It  shoals  toward  the  periphery. of  the 
wind-driven  eddies  and  comes  to  the  surface  in 
higher  latitudes  in  the  subpolar  convergences. 
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s-2  DIURNAL  AND  SEASONAL  CHANGES 

5-2-!  Heat  Exchange  at  the  Sea  Surface 

Since  the  temperature  of  the  earth  as  a  whole  is  not 
changing  appreciably,  it  is  clear  that  the  total 
amount  of  heat  received  from  the  sun  must  exactly 
equal  the  amount  lost  by  radiation  back  into  space. 
But  though  the  total  heat  budget  must  always  bal¬ 
ance,  the  solar  radiation  and  the  loss  of  heat  by  radia¬ 
tion  from  the  surface  (called  back  radiation)  at  any 
one  place  and  time  seldom  do.  At  any  given  place 
and  time  the  surface  of  the  planet  is  either  warming 
or  cooling.  Local  variations  notwithstanding,  the  in¬ 
tensity  of  solar  radiation  is  largely  a  function  of  lati¬ 
tude  and  season,  and  the  difference  in  temperature 
between  the  tropics  and  the  poles  would  be  much 
greater  than  it  is  if  it  were  not  for  the  relatively  free 
circulation  of  the  atmosphere  and  the  oceans.  This 
causes  the  large-scale  transfer  of  water  mentioned 
earlier,  and  locally  it  gives  rise  to  convection  currents 
and  largely  controls  the  Immediate  details  of  the  sur¬ 
face  layer. 

Since  the  surface  of  the  sea  is  an  interface  between 
air  and  water,  the  heat  exchange  involves  other  fac¬ 
tors  besides  radiation.  Conduction  may  be  in  either 
direction  depending  on  whether  air  or  water  is 
wanner.  Evaporation  (and  its  opposite,  condensa¬ 
tion)  and  precipitation  affect  not  only  temperature 
but  salinity  as  well,  and  so  influence  the  densi  ty  of  the 
water  in  two  ways.  In  the  case  of  evaporation,  the  two 
factors  always  work  together;  evaporation  makes  the 
water  denser  both  by  cooling  k  and  by  increasing  its 
salinity.  Precipitation,  on  the  other  hand,  always 
makes  the  water  fresher,  and  so  tends  to  make  it  less 
dense,  but  it  may  either  warm  or  cool  it  according  to 
the  temperature  of  the  rain.  Figure  1 1  shows  a  bathy- 
fhermogram  taken  a  few'  hours  after  a  heavy  rain. 
Here  the  rain  was  evidently  colder  than  the  sea  and 
there  is  a  strong  positive  temperature  gradient  be¬ 
tween  the  layer  of  cool,  fresh,  rain-diluted  water  and 
the  warm,  salty  water  nnd&neath. 

Of  the  processes  just  mentioned  all  but  solar  radia¬ 
tion  influence  directly  only  the  surface  film.  In  the 
absence  of  mixing,  only  conduction  and  diffusion, 
which  are  relatively  ineffective,  can  carry  downward 
the  changed  surface  conditions.  Solar  radiation,  how¬ 
ever,  has  some  power  of  penetration.  The  depth  of 
penetration  varies  with  the  wave  length  of  the  radia¬ 
tion,  being  greatest  in  the  visible  part  of  the  spec- 
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trum  and  much  less  for  infrared  and  ultraviolet  rays. 
In  general,  for  any  water  ol  uniform  transparency 
the  rate  of  absorption  for  any  particular  wave  length 
will  be  constant;  that  is,  if  a  certain  per  cent  of  the 
entire  amount  of  energy  of  that  wave  length  is  ab¬ 
sorbed  in  the  first  inch  of  depth,  the  same  per  i  erst  of 
the  remaining  energy  will  be  absorbed  in  the  second 
inch,  and  so  on.  This  characteristic  is  illustrated  in 
Figure  12,  in  which  the  percentage  of  light  pene¬ 
tration  is  plotted  on  a  logarithmic  scale  against 
depth.  The  fact  that  the  data  for  each  kind  of  water 
follow  very  nearly  a  straight  line  is  indicative  of  a 
constant  rate  of  absorption.  Light  penetration  de¬ 
pends  to  a  large  degree  on  the  transparency  of  the 
water.  Pure  water  is  highly  transparent,  but  the  sea 
is  snore  or  less  turbid;  it  contains  opaque  particles  in 
suspension  shat  absorb  almost  all  the  radiation  that 
strikes  them.  Hence  Figure  12  shows  a  greater  depth 
of  light  penetration  in  the  clear  waters  of  the  central 
Atlantic  than  in  the  more  turbid  coastal  waters. 

Since  heat  is  produced  when  radiant  energy  is  ab¬ 
sorbed,  the  data  on  light  absorption  give  an  idea  of 
the  general  characteristics  of  surface  heating.  How¬ 
ever,  it  is  important  to  note  that  by  far  the  most  sig¬ 
nificant  past  of  surface  heating  is  accomplished  not 
by  visible  light  but  by  infrared  radiation,  which  has 
less  power  of  penetration  and  a  much  higher  absorp¬ 
tion  rate.  Thus,  if  absorption  curves  for  infrared 
radiation  were  shown  in  Figure  12  (which  is  for 
visible  light  only)  they  would  be  much  more  nearly 
horizontal,  and  would  cross,  say,  the  50  per  cent  line 
only  a  few  feet  below  the  surface  even  in  the  clearest 
water.  Further,  it  is  obvious  that  the  absorption  curve 
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for  total  incident  solar  energy  will  not  be  linear,  since 
it  combines  all  wave  lengths  present.  Figure  13  shows 
the  absorption  of  tot'd  solar  energy  as  computed  for 
several  differe  it  kinds  of  ocean  water.  In  the  absence 
of  convection  or  turbulent  mixing  the  temperature 
gradient  produced  by  solar  heating  can  be  expected 
approximately  to  follow  such  an  absorption  curve. 
The  heating  will  be  greatest  at  the  surface  and  will 
decrease  rapidly  with  dept?  The  maximum  depth 
at  which  a  measurable  increase  in  water  temperature 
occurs  will  be  perhaps  10  to  30  feet. 

This  situation  is  nearly  always  modified  by  vertical 
mixing  which  tends  to  distribute  the  heated  surface 
water  downward.  Thus  the  observed  temperature 
increase  at  the  surface  is  less  than  would  be  predicted 
according  to  radiation  measurements,  and  the  in¬ 
crease  at  lower  depths  is  greater.  Indeed  in  70  or  80 
per  cent  of  the  observations  that  have  been  made, 
vertical  mixing  has  been  sufficient  to  distribute  heat 
completely  uniformly,  so  that  there  is  no  observable 
temperature,  gradient. 

Diurnal  Warming 

The  daily  variation  in  the  temperature  of  the 
superficial  layer  of  water  that  occurs  as  a  result  of 
heating  during  the  day  and  cooling  at  night  is  known 
as  diurnal  warming.  An  example  of  the  kind  of  di¬ 
urnal  warming  that  occurs  during  cairn  weather  is 


shown  by  the  series  of  bathy thermograms  in  Figure 
H.  In  the  early  morning  the  temperature  of  the  water 
was  essentially  uniform.  During  the  middle  of  the 
morning  surface  heating  became  strong  enough  to 
create  a  slight  negative  gradient  in  the  upper  few 
feet.  Heating  progressed  during  the  day,  and  the 
negative  gradient  reached  its  maximum  develop¬ 
ment  in  the  late  afternoon.  Then  cooling  processes 
and  vertical  mixing  gained  the  upper  hand,  produc¬ 
ing  a  shallow  mixed  layer  which  apparently  deep¬ 
ened  during  the  night  until  the  negative  gradient 
was  destroyed.  Early  the  following  morning  the  water 
column  was  again  essentially  isothermal  except  for  a 
slight  positive  temperature  gradient  at  the  surface. 
The  latter  occasionally  happens  when  surface  cool¬ 
ing  is  pronounced  and  the  weather  is  calm. 

Figure  15  shows  a  similar  series  of  bathy thermo¬ 
grams  taken  during  a  2-day  period.  The  general  fea¬ 
tures  of  diurnal  warming  are  similar  to  those  previ¬ 
ously  shown,  but  «he  figure  serves  to  illustrate  minor 
variations  in  the  form  of  the  negative  gradient  and 
the  depth  of  heating  such  as  are  commonly  en¬ 
countered. 

Sometimes  during  very  calm  weather  the  negative 
gradient  formed  during  the  daytime  is  not  com¬ 
pletely  destroyed  at  night.  Then  the  next  day’s  stir- 
face  heating  is  superimposed  on  the  residual  gradient 
from  the.  previous  day.  Figure  16  show's  an  example 
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Figure  1 6.  Ratlmhermograms  illustrating  diurnal  warming. 
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of  the  very  strong  temperature  gradients  that  can 
result  from  such  a  situation.  Vertical  mixing  is  re¬ 
duced  to  a  minimum,  partly  because  of  calm  weather, 
and  also  because  turbulence  decreases  with  increas¬ 
ing  stability.  These  temperature  curves  therefore  ap¬ 
proximate  very  closely  the  theoretical  curve  for  the 
penetration  of  solar  radiation. 

Bv  contrast,  Figure  17  shows  a  series  of  bathvther- 
mograms  taken  on  a  day  when  there  was  a  gentle  to 
moderate  breeze  which  maintained  a  shallow  mixed 
layer  separated  from  the  main  body  of  isothermal 
water  below  by  a  small  thcrmocline.  With  still 
stronger  winds  the  mixed  layer  would  extend  deeper, 
and  generally  when  the  wind  force  is  -1  (Beaufort)  or 
more,  the  downward  distribution  of  heat  takes  place 
rapidly  enough  to  prevent  the  formation  of  shallow 
negative  grad  ictus. 

Small  amounts  of  diurnal  warming  occur  fre¬ 
quently  with  little  or  no  effect  on  sonar  performance. 
However,  the  establishment  of  negative  gradients  at 
or  slightly  below  projector  level  can  cause  marked 
reduction  of  echo  ranges.  The  amount  that,  the  range 
is  reduced  depends  not  only  on  the  total  decrease  in 
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Fifil/RK  18.  Diurnal  frequency  of  reduced  ranges  in  vari- 
ous  areas. 


temperature  in  the  water  above  target  depth,  but  also 
on  the  form  of  the  temperature-depth  curve.  In  gen¬ 
eral,  however,  a  temperature  difference  of  0.4  F  or 
more  between  the  surface  and  80  feet  will  seriously 
reduce  the  range,  and  this  has  been  chosen  as  a  defini¬ 
tive  value  in  the  Navy  manuals. 

From  the  standpoint  of  subsurface  warfare  it  is 
important  to  know  under  what  conditions  range  re¬ 
duction  can  be  expected.  Since  diurnal  warming  is 
most  pronounced  in  t'.e  afternoon,  it  is  expected 
that  range  reduction  will  be  most  frequent  at  that 
time.  This  is  illustrated  in  Figure  18,  which  shows  the 
percentage  of  periscope  depth  ranges  less  than  1,500 
yards  determined  by  the  prediction  rules  used  for  the 
Sonar  Charts.  According  to  these  rules,  a  temperature 
decrease  of  about  0.4  Fahrenheit  in  the  top  80  feet  of 
the  ocean  reduces  the  periscope-depth  range  to  less 
than  1,500  yards.  To  compute  the  data  required  for 
Figure  18,  all  the  available  hatbythermograms  have 
been  used  for  eight  oceanic  areas,  whose  positions  are 
charted  in  Figure  19.  The  maximum  frequency  of 
short  ranges  occurs  at  about  1600  local  time  in  all 
the  areas,  and  the  minimum  frequency  is  at  night. 
There  are  also  geographic  variations  in  the  fre¬ 
quency  distributions,  short  ranges  being  more  com¬ 
mon  in  coastal  waters  than  in  deep  oceanic  areas  in 
the  same  latitude,  and  more  common  in  high  and 
mid-latitudes  than  in  low.  The  frequency  of  range 
reduction  is  aba  greater  in  summer  than  in  winter, 
and  the  difference  is  more  pronounced  in  the  higher 
latitudes,  where  there  is  a  well-defined  seasonal 
climatic  cycle,  than  in  the  tropics  where  the  weather 
is  more  uniform  throughout  the  year. 

A  complete  analysis  of  diurnal  heating  would  re¬ 
quire  consideration  of  ail  the  processes  of  heating 
and  cooling  at  the  sea  surface.  The  variability  of 
these  processes  depends  on  local  weather  and  climatic 
i’v 
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factors;  hence  these  factors  can  be  used  to  predict 
diurnal  heating.  The  variables  which  appear  to  be 
most  significant  are  the  noon  altitude  of  the  sun, 
wind  force,  the  degree  of  cloud  covet  age,  the  differ¬ 
ence  in  temperature  between  air  and  water,  and  the 

*  •■.emwi’Wi 

humidity  of  the  air. 

In  the  spring  of  1942  a  25-day  study2  of  solar  heat¬ 
ing  was  made  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Hourly  BT 
lowerings  were  made  during  all  this  period  and  de¬ 
tailed  meteorological  records  were  kept.  T  he  prin¬ 
cipal  conclusions  drawn  from  these  data  can  be  sum¬ 
marized  as  follows:  , 

L  During  spring  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  the  effect 
of  the  wind  on  the  downward  penetration  of  heat  can 
l>e  plotted  as  in  Figure  20.  This  diagram  shows  the 
negative  temperature  difference  to  be  expected  as  the 
wind  strength  and  the  heat  balance  vary. 

2.  At  the  time  these  observations  were  being  car¬ 
ried  out,  a  negative  gradient  of  0.3  degree  was  con¬ 
sidered  critical.  To  produce  such  a  gradient  with  a 
force  4  wind  the  excess  incoming  heat,  between  the 
hours  of  0800  and  1100,  must  exceed  200  calories  per 
square  centimeter.  With  a  force  3  wind  the  minimum 
heat  value  is  1 40  and  with  a  force  2  wind  it  is  100. 

3.  On  no  day  was  the  residual  heat  sufficient  to 
produce  the  critical  temperature  gradient  with  a 
force  5  wind. 

4.  The  heat  balance  can  be  calculated  from  hourly 
meteorological  observations  made  during  the  morn¬ 
ing,  or  it  can  be  estimated  with  somewhat  less  accu¬ 
racy  from  such  a  nomogram  as  shown  in  Figure  2i, 


using  the  average  cloud  coverage  and  the  average 
difference  in  temperature  between  the  air  and  the 
water  during  the  morning. 

5.  On  only  two  days  did  the  morning  observations 
fail  to  forecast  the  afternoon  temperature  gradients 
as  well  as  could  be  known  by  computing  the  heat 
balance  for  the  whole  day.  On  these  exceptional  days 
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Figure  21.  Nomogram  for  determining  heat  balance  in 
tits  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
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ferencc  between  the  temperature  at  each  depth  and 
the  tempet attire  at  50  feet,  I  bus  an  average  picture 
is  obtained  of  the  amount  of  heating  and  cooling 
over  a  period  of  several  days. 

Figure  23  presents  the  same  measurements  in  a 
different  way.  Here  the  average  increase  in  tempera¬ 
ture  above  that  at  the  50-foot  depth  is  plotted  against 
time,  for  each  5-foot  level.  This  makes  it  possible  to 
compare  easily  the  amount  and  rate  of  temperature 
overcast  skies  in  the  morning  changed  to  clear  in  the  increase  at  different  depths.  The  figure  shows  that  the 
afternoon.  greater  the  depth,  the  later  the  hour  when  the  water 

Similar  series  of  bathythermograms  have  been  reaches  its  maximum  temperature.  This  is  because  at 
taken  at  a  weather  patrol  station  in  the  northeastern  any  considerable  distance  below  the  surface  the  gain 
Pacific  (40°N,  1 50° W).  They  serve  to  show  several  in  heat  is  not  so  much  from  absorption  of  radiant 
additional  characteristics  of  diurnal  warming  which  energy  as  from  downward  conduction  by  vertical 
should  be  included  in  the  present  discussion.  Twen-  eddy  motion,  which  takes  place  increasingly  slowly 
ty-four  daily  series  of  bathythermograms  were  ana-  at  greater  depths  and  causes  a  progressive  lag  in  the 
lyred.  Each  series  consisted  of  observations  covering  rate  of  heating. 

the  period  from  0600  to  2000  local  time,  plus  at  least  Thus  far  the  discussion  has  largely  centered 
one  from  the  following  morning.  In  each  case  the  first  around  the  simplest  cases  of  diurnal  warming,  in 
observations  showed  either  completely  isothermal  which  the  negative  gradient  represents  the  effects  of 
water  or  isothermal  water  underlying  a  slight  posi-  1  day’s  heating.  From  the  practical  standpoint,  how- 
tive  gradient.  Then  there  developed  at  the  surface  a  ever,  it  is  important  to  consider  all  cases  of  surface 
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Figure  22.'  Temperature-depth  curves  from  a  Pacific 
weather  station  illustrating  diurnal  warming. 


DIURNAL  TEMPERATURE  INCREASE 


FffUtRK  23.  Diurnal  temperature  change  at  various  depths  from  the  surface  to  50  feet, 
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negative  gradients,  both  the  simple  ones  and  those  in 
which  a  period  of  calm  weather  has  permitted'  the 
accumulation  of  a  negative  gradient  for  several  days 
l  or  this  purpose  a  large  group  of  RT  observations 
from  the  Pacific  have  been  examined  front  the  stand¬ 
point  of  the  weather  conditions  at  the  time  the  ob¬ 
servations  were  made, 

fn  Figure  24,  the  upper  graph  shows  the  frequency 
of  negative  gradients  for  different  wind  forces  tor 
each  season  of  the  year.  Any  measurable  decrease  in 
temperature  between  the  surface  and  a  depth  of  30 
feet  was  called  a  negative  gradient.  In  the  lower 
graph  are  plotted  the  median  values  of  those  tem¬ 
perature  differences  which  were  not  zero;  if  the  iso¬ 
thermal  cases  had  been  included,  a  majority  of  the 
median  values  would,  of  course,  have  been  zero, 

I  bus,  the  two  parts  o i  Figure  21  must  be  considered 
togethci :  the  upper  part  shows  how  often  measurable 
negative  gradients  occur;  the  lower,  their  relative 
strength  when  they  do  occur.  In  general,  Figure  24 
shows  the  greater  frequency  of  negative  gradients 
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during  the  warmer  part  of  the  year,  and  it  aiso  sug¬ 
gests  that  seasonal  changes  affect  the  magnitude  of 
the  gradients  more  than  they  affect  the  frequency  of 
their  occurrence.  A  possible  weakness  of  the  figure  Is 
that  it  combines  data  from  a  wide  range  of  latitude. 
Perhaps  most  of  the  winter  observations  showing 
negative  gradientscame  from  relatively  low  latitudes. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  as  bathythertnograms  become 
more  numerous  the  various  factors  influencing  the 
formation  and  persistence  of  temperature  gradients 
may  be  more  clearly  separated. 

Figure  25  shows  the  effect  of  wind  on  surface  heat¬ 
ing  at  different  latitudes  during  the  summer  season. 
In  the  wintertime  the  difference  between  high  lati¬ 
tudes  and  low  latitudes  is  undoubtedly  much  less,  if 
not  actually  reversed. 

Both  Figures  24  and  25  are  in  general  agreement 
with  previous  statements  that  wind-generated  ver¬ 
tical  turbulence  is  destructive  to  surface  temperature 
gradients.  But  whereas  in  the  previous  discussion  it 
was  stated  that  diurnal  heating  does  not  develop 
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CL0U0  COVERAGE  (TENTHS) 

Figure  26.  Relationship  between  shallow  temperature 
gradients  and  cloud  coverage. 


CLOUD  COVERAGE  (TENTHS) 


Figure  27.  Relationship  between  shallow  temperature 
gradients  and  doud  coverage. 


when  the  wind  is  much  more  than  force  3  (Beaufort), 
here  it,  is  apparent  that  a  small  but  significant  num¬ 
ber  of  negative  gradients  are  found  when  the  wind 
force  3s  5,  6,  or  even  7.  The  difference  lies  in  the  fact 
that  any  average  set  of  observations  will  contain  a 
number  of  cases  in  which  a  strong  negative  gradient 
is  built  up  during  several  days  of  calm  weather.  Then 
the  stability  so  obtained  requires  a  much  stronger 
wind  to  dc'  voy  the  gradient  than  would  have  been 
needed  to  prevent  its  formation  in  the  first  place. 

The  Pacific  observations  have  also  been  correlated 
with  cloud  coverage.  The  usual  method  of  evaluating 
clouds  by  estimating  the  per  cent  of  sky  covered  is  by 
no  means  an  accurate  measurement  of  the  extent  to 
which  clouds  reduce  solar  radiation.  Nevertheless, 
Figures  26  and  27  show  a  significant  relationship  be¬ 
tween  the  amount  of  clouds  and  suppression  of  sur¬ 
face  heating  except  in  the  morning  observations.  In 
this  case  it  seems  likely  that  during  the  hours  of  the 
day  when  back  radiation  exceeds  insolation,  clouds 
may  sometimes  serve  as  a  blanket  bolding  in  the  sur¬ 
face  water’s  heat. 

The  effect  on  diurnal  warming  of  the  difference 
between  air  and  sea  temperatures  has  not  yet  been 
analyzed  thoroughly  except  in  the  small  group  of 
Gulf  of  Mexico  observations  previously  referred  to. 
There  it  proved  to  be  one  of  the  more  important  fac¬ 
tors.  Moreover,  the  available  data  on  the  geograph¬ 
ical  distribution  of  air-sea  temperature  difference 
(Figure  28)  indicate  that  areas  where  this  difference  is 
largest  coincide  with  regions  of  pronounced  diurnal 
warming. 

The  whole  problem  of  surface  heating  is  com¬ 
plicated  by  the  fact  that  the  various  processes  are  so 


closely  interrelated.  The  quantitative  relationships 
cannot  be  solved  without  a  great  deal  more  scientific 
work  on  the  processes  involved  and  statistical  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  observations.  However,  it  is  not  too 
much  to  expect  that  eventually  echo  ranges  will  be 
predicted  in  much  the  same  way  that  weather  fore¬ 
casts  are  made. 


Convection 

Convection  has  been  mentioned  frequently  in  con¬ 
nection  with  heat  exchange  at  the  surface.  It  has  been 
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Figure  29.  Diagrammatic  representation  of  convection 
cells. 
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Ficurk  SO.  Asymmetrical  convection  cells, 
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A,  stable  sin  fare  layer; 

55  and  C,  slages  in  mixing. 
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D,  surface  heating  and  formation  of  a  second  stable  sur¬ 
face  layer; 

E,  continued  mixing  and  secondary  thertnodine. 

Fiavue  51.  Diagram  of  wind-stirring. 


the  development  of  “microstructure,”  that  is,  small- 
scale  vertical  variations  in  temperature  and  salinity, 
which  may  have  an  unfavorable  effect  on  echo  rang¬ 
ing  or  at  least  make  the  strength  of  echoes  highly 
variable.  Further  study  of  these  factors  will  be  re¬ 
quired,  however,  before  it  will  be  possible  to  assess 
their  practical  value  properly. 

Effect  of  Wind 

The  amount  of  energy  required  to  produce  vertical 
mixing  in  the  surface  layer  depends  upon  the  density 
gradient.  If  this  is  negative,  that  is,  if  the  density  is 
greatest  on  top,  the  water  is  unstable  and  already  lias 
the  potential  energy  required  for  vertical  movement. 
If  the  density  gradient  is  zero,  in  other  words,  if  the 
water  is  of  uniform  density,  a  sufficient  force  must  be 
applied  to  overcome  the  frictional  resistance  of  the 
water.  Finally,  if  the  density  increases  with  depth,  the 
force  required  to  produce  vertical  mixing  must  be 
strong  enough  to  overcome  the  difference  in  weight 
between  layers  of  water  of  different  density.  Thus, 
water  whose  density  gradient  is  positive  is  highly 
stable.  Nevertheless,  such  water  is  fairly  susceptible 
to  lateral  movements  which  follow  along  the  planes 
of  equal  density.  Such  horizontal  motion  entails  fric¬ 
tion  between  two  layers  of  different  velocity,  and 
gradually  water  from  the  lower  layer  is  dragged  into 
the  upper  and  vice  versa.  Thus,  in  time  a  positive 
density  gradient  can  be  weakened  and  destroyed  by 
wind-generated  frictional  forces  which  at  first  acted 
only  laterally. 

hi  the  absence  of  surface  cooling,  the  wind,  if  it  is 
sufficiently  strong,  is  capable  of  forming  or  deepen¬ 


ing  a  mixed  surface  layer.  In  other  words,  the  fric¬ 
tional  effect  of  the  wind  is  important,  whether  or  not 
it  is  aided  by  convection,  A  thermally  stable  surface 
layer  once  formed  will  be  broken  down  by  a  wind, 
provided  it  blows  hard  enough  and  long  enough. 
Especially  in  the  latitudes  of  variable  winds  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  wind-stirring  can  be  dearly  seen  on  many  BT 
records.  In  fact,  with  spring  observations  it  is  some¬ 
times  possible  to  interpret  the  record  in  terms  of  the 
winds  during  the  past  week  or  more, 

A  hypothetical  case  is  illustrated  in  Figure  31.  The 
initially  stable  situation  (Curve  A)  was  changed  bv 
a  wind,  first  to  Curve  B  and  later  to  Curve  G.  There 
followed  another  period  of  warming  and  light  winds 
so  that. Curve  D  developed.  As  the  wind  increased 
again  this  became  Curve  E.  This  is  the  explanation 
of  much  of  the  thermal  variability  at  shallow  depths. 
It  is  important  to  notice  in  Figure  31  that  as  the 
mixed  layer  forms,  the  thermal  stability  just  below 
increases.  This  same  phenomenon  will  he  evident 
during  the  autumn  months  in  the  diagrams  showing 
the  seasonal  cycle,  Figure  35  for  example.  The  sharp¬ 
ness  of  the  tipper  part  of  the  thetmociine  increases  as 
the  depth  of  the  mixed  layer  increases  as  a  result  of 
local  cooling  and  wind-stirring,  and  this  is  of  im¬ 
portance  in  considering  layer  effect. 

Ihe  effect  of  the  wind  in  maintaining  or  deepen¬ 
ing  an  isothermal  surface  layer  is  complicated  by  the 
fact  that  the  wind  also  sets  up  a  current  near  the  sur¬ 
face  which  may  remove  the  mixed  water  from  a  given 
area  almost  as  fast  as  it  is  formed.  Presumably  such  a 
current  requires  some  time  to  develop  (see  Section 
7.1,4),  while  the  effect  cm  vertical  mixing  is  more  im- 


RESTRICTED 


l 


'T*r*'  ■'*"v  ?; 


rf-rr-^  "w*’- 


""Ht"  • 


DIURNAL  AND  SEASONAL  CHANGES 


mediate.  Thus,  brief  and  variable  winds  are  usually 
responsible  for  the  effects  illustrated  in  Figure  81. 

Waves  and  Wavs  Transport 

Waves  are  among  the  most  obvious  of  marine  phe¬ 
nomena,  and  they  have  always  had  a  direct  and  no¬ 
ticeable  effect  upon  ships,  as  any  ocean  traveler 
knows.  Antisubmarine  ships  are  no  exception,  and 
especially  in  tin  case  of  smaller  vessels,  the  motion 
produced  by  the  waves  may  be  a  serious  deterrent  to 
efficient  echo  ranging.  In  addition,  the  process  of 
echo  ranging  itself  is  alfected  and  sometimes  mark¬ 
edly  impaired  by  the  noise  of  breaking  waves  and  by 
quenching  effects. 

Aside  from  their  direct  effects  on  echo  ranging, 
waves  play  an  important  indirect  role  through  their 
influence  on  local  oceanographic  conditions.  To  un¬ 
derstand  these  effects  it  is  necessary  to  examine  some 
of  the  simple  properties  of  wave  motion. 

In  its  simplest  form  a  wave  is  a  regular,  progressive 
displacement  of  the  surface  from  its  mean  level.  How¬ 
ever,  the  actual  appearance  of  the  open  sea  seldom 
gives  any  impression  of  rhythmic  regularity.  The 
picture  is  frequently  one  of  apparently  random  move¬ 
ment  and  chaotic  disorder.  Elevations  and  depres¬ 
sions  of  various  shapes  and  sizes  appear  and  disap¬ 
pear;  some  are  superimposed  upon  others;  they  may 
travel  at  different  speeds  and  even  in  different  gen¬ 
eral  directions.  Nevertheless,  the  deformation  of  the 
surface  at  any  given  place  and  time  may,  with  some 
allowance  for  turbulence,  be  thought  of  as  the  com¬ 
bined  result  of  some  finite  number  of  relatively 
simple  wave  trains  of  varying  periods,  amplitudes, 
velocities,  and  crest  lengths. 

A  simple  wave  can  be  completely  described  by 
three  or,  at  the  most,  four  measurements.  First  there 
are  the  wave  length,  which  is  the  distance  from  crest 
to  crest  or  from  trough  to  trough,  and  the  wave 
period,  which  is  the  time  in  seconds  required  for  the 
passage  of  one  wave  length.  The  ratio  of  these  two 
quantities  gives,  of  course,  the  speed  of  the  wave. 
Then  there  is  the  height  of  the  wave  from  trough  to 
crest.  Finally  there  is  the  crest  length.  For  most  waves, 
the  crests  (awl  troughs)  are  assumed  to  he  of  indefi¬ 
nite  length.  There  exist,  however,  both  in  theory  and 
in  fact,  waves  whose  crests  are  broken  up  into  regular 
segments  separated  by  segments  of  troughs.  To  de¬ 
scribe  such  waves  fully  one  must  specify  the  length  of 
t  hese  crest  segments,  ibis  is  the  crest  length  and  such 
waves  arc  called  short  crested  waves. 


Below  a  certain  very  low  speed  the  wind  can  blow 
without  causing  so  much  as  a  ripple.  Once  a  rising 
wind  has  begun  to  form  waves,  it  will  increase  their 
she  and  speed  rapidly  by  a  combination  of  pressure 
on  the  windward  slopes  and  suction  on  tire  lee.  The 
speed  of  waves  so  propelled  is  obviously  limited  by 
the  speed  of  tire  wind,  a  ltd  observations  indicate  that 
generally  the  largest  waves  have  a  velocity  about 
eight-tenths  that  of  the  wind. 

The  limit  to  a  wave's  steepness  is  relatively  low. 
Unless  the  length  of  a  wave  is  at  least  7  times  its 
height,  the  wave  will  break.  Waves  may  reach  the 
breaking  point  either  through  the  action  cf  the  wind 
or  through  reinforcement  by  some  other  wave  train 
of  different  period.  Whenever  waves  break,  or  even 
approach  breaking,  the  simple  wave  form  is  dis¬ 
torted  and  there  is  a  marked  degree  of  turbulence.  A 
wind  of  force  5  (Beaufort)  or  more  augments  this 
mixing  effect  by  blowing  the  wave  crests  across  the 
trough  ahead  in  she  form  of  spume. 

With  a  rising  sea,  waves  of  various  lengths  are 
present.  The  smallest  waves  break  at  low’  wind  veloci¬ 
ties,  while  the  longer  ones  remain  and  attain  a  greater 
heigh?,  their  size  beir8  finally  limited  by  the  velocity 
and  duration  of  the  wind  and  the  distance  traveled. 
The  tendency  of  waves  to  increase  in  length  with  the 
distance  traveled  and  for  their  speed  to  increase  cor¬ 
respondingly  may  occasionally  lead  to  the  surprising 
result  that  the  swell  following  a  storm  has  a  higher 
velocity  than  the  wind  which  originally  produced  it. 

If  an  observer  at  sea  watches  a  gull  or  other  object 
floating  on  the  water,  he  will  see  that  as  a  wave 
passes,  the  movement  of  the  object  is  not  merely  up 
am!  .down  but  rather  it  describes  a  roughly  circular 
or  elliptical  orbit,  in  such  a  manner  that  at  the  crest 
the  object  moves  forward  with  the  wave  and  in  the 
trough  it  is  moving  in  the  opposite  direction.  Par¬ 
ticles  of  water  in  the  wave  move  in  somewhat  similar 
orbits.  Furthermore,  the  movement  occurs  not  only 
in  particles  of  surface  water  but  also  in  those  some 
distance  below  the  surface.  The  orbits  of  movement 
are  bigger  for  large  waves  than  for  small,  but  for  any 
wave  the  size  of  the  orbit  and  the  velocity  decrease 
rapidly  with  depth,  approaching  zero  at  a  depth  of 
more  than  half  a  wave  length  below  the  mean  surface 
level. 

I  he  fact  that  the  velocity  decreases  continuously 
with  depth  prevents  the  orbits  from  being  completely 
dosed  circles.  That  is,  a  water  particle  travels  faster 
m  the  upper  part  of  its  orbit  than  in  the  lower,  and 
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Ficimc  32.  Typical  ba  thy  thermograms  showing  seasonal  temperature  cycle  In  the  Bermuda  area 


so  after  having  completed  one  revolution  does  not  easily  separable,  and  quantitative  investigations  have 
return  to  the  point  from  which  it  started  but  to  a  only  just  begun, 
point  slightly  farther  forward.  Thus  there  is  a  trans¬ 
port  of  water  in  the  direction  of  the  waves'  progress,  5.2.5  The  Seasonal  Theraiodine 
The  rate  of  this  forward  transport  is  greatest  at  the 
surface  and  decreases  rapidly  with  depth.  The  total  General  DescR5ET,on 

volume  transport  is  dependent  on  the  wave’s  length  We  have  seen  that,  except  for  the  short-lived  nega- 
and  height.  With  a  very  low  wave  in  deep  water  it  is  tive  temperature  gradients  of  diurnal  warming,  con- 
negligibly  small.  With  larger  waves  the  transport  is  vection  and  wind-mixing  usually  maintain  a  surface 
probably  of  the  same  order  of  magnitude  as  wind  layer  of  substantially  isothermal  water.  However, 
driven  currents.  during  the  time  of  year  that  insolation  markedly  ex¬ 

in  summarizing  the  effects  of  waves  on  the  tem-  ceeds  heat,  losses,  this  mixed  layer  seldom  extends 
perature  structure  of  the  ocean  it  is  important  to  down  to  the  main  thermocline.  This  is  partly  because 
compare  die  direct  effects  of  wind  and  the  indirect  convection  is  efficient  only  to  the  depth  that  the  water 
effects  resulting  front  wave  motion.  In  each  case  there  is  unstable,  or  at  least  of  uniform  density,  and  partly 
is  mass  transport  of  water,  caused  on  the  one  hand  because  during  that  time  of  year  winds  are  ordinarily 
by  the  frictional  drag  of  the  wind,  and  on  the  other  mild.  In  any  case,  as  the  surface  water  gradually 
by  the  character  of  die  movement  of  water  particles  grows  warmer  with  the  advance  of  spring,  there  de¬ 
in  the  wave.  Both  are  therefore  capable,  by  transport-  vciops,  immediately  below  the  depth  to  which  con¬ 
ing  surface  water,  of  producing  zones  of  convergence  vection  and  wind-mixing  remain  effective,  a  second¬ 
er  divergence,  accompanied  by  raising  or  lowering  of  ary  thermocline.  If  the  temperature  of  the  layer 
the  thermocline,  which  alters  diving  and  sound  con-  above  this  thermocline  continues  to  rise,  the  thermo- 
ditiom  locally.  Or  they  may  be  responsible  in  some  dine  itself  will  grow  steeper  and  become  more  of  a 
cases  for  water  of  one  temperature  being  carried  over  barrier  to  downward  mixing. 

water  of  another.  If  the  water  on  top  is  cooler  than  A  typical  seasonal  thermal  cycle  in  mid-latitudes  is 
that  below,  marked  convection  will  result.  If  it  is  shown  in  Figure  32  by  a  series  of  ba  thy  thermograms 
warmer  there  will  be  stable  stratification.  taken  in  the  Bermuda  area  and  in  more  diagram- 

Both  wind  arid  waves  are  also  capable  of  altering  malic  form  in  Figure  S3.  In  midwinter  the  water 
sound  conditions  by  causing  vertical  turbulence,  column  is  essentially  isothermal  from  the  surface  to 
Mixing  by  rite  wind  results  both  from  convection  and  the  top  of  the  main  thermocline  (Figui  c  33A).  Start- 
from  frictional  drag  caused  by  the  horizontal  trans-  ing  in  March  the  surface  water  begins  to  warm,  and 
port  of  water.  Mixing  by  waves  occurs  chiefly  when  the  depth  of  wind  stirring  is  at  once  markedly  de- 
they  break;  there  is  no  evidence  to  indicate  that  wave  creased.  (Curve  B,  Figure  33).  Thus  in  spring  the 
transport  produces  a  measurable  amount  of  tur-  water  column  from  top  to  bottom  consists  of  the  fol- 
bulence.  lowing  parts:  (1)  a  relatively  shallow,  wind-stirred 

Thus  wind  and  waves  have  very  similar  effects  on  surface  layer  which  is  rapidly  increasing  in  tempera- 
oceanographic  conditions  and  echo  ranging,  al-  lure,  (2)  a  relatively  shallow  layer  of  transition,  the 
though  the  effects  are  produced  isi  quite  different  seasonal  thermocline,  (3)  an  isothermal  layer  which 
ways.  Because  they  are  so  similar,  the  effects  are  not  retains  midwinter  temperature,  (4)  the  main  thermo* 
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cline,  and  (5)  the  deep  water.  Until  midwinter  again 
these  five  subdivisions  can  be  made  out  in  any  tem¬ 
pera  ture-depth  curve  in  mid-latitudes.  In  high  lati¬ 
tudes  there  is,  of  course,  no  permanent  thermocline, 
and  in  the  tropics  because  of  the  small  seasonal 
change  it  is  difficult  to  distinguish  between  the  per¬ 
manent  and  seasonal  thermocline.  By  midsummer 
over  the  greater  part  of  the  oceans,  surface  warming 
and  vertical  turbulence  have  increased  both  the 
depth  and  the  magnitude  of  the  seasonal  thermocline 
(Curve  C,  Figure  83).  During  the  autumn  (Curve  D, 
Figure  33)  cooling  at  the  surface  and  the  resulting 
tendency  for  instability  rapidly  increase  the  thickness 
of  the  wind-stirred  surface  layer.  The  seasonal  ther¬ 
mocline  also  deepens  rapidly,  but  at  die  same  time  is 
decreases  in  magnitude,  only  to  vanish  as  the  simple 
midwinter  conditions  are  restored. 

By  comparing  Figure  33  and  Figure  14  it  will  he 
seen  that  the  seasonal  cycle  bears  a  marked  resem¬ 
blance  to  the  diurnal  cycle,  if  the  change  in  scale  be 
neglected.  Thus  the  curves  for  winter  and  night,  for 
spring  and  morning,  for  summer  and  afternoon,  and 
for  autumn  and  evening  are  each  of  very  similar 
shapes. 

Obviously,  seasonal  changes  are  at  a  minimum 
near  the  equator.  Furthermore,  the  changes  do  not 
come  simultaneously  over  the  whole  ocean  basin,  but 
work  gradually  northward  and  southward  with  the 
sun.  An  additional  complicating  factor  is  that  the 
winds  are  not  steady  outside  the  trade-wind  belt  so 
that  the  development  and  the  decay  of  the  seasonal 
thermocline  do  not  always  proceed  steadily.  Never¬ 
theless,  once  the  seasonal  thermocline  has  been  well 
established  (by  May,  for  example,  in  mid-latitudes)  it 
will  not  disappear,  no  matter  how  great  or  hew  many 
the  storms,  until  late  in  the  autumn.  This  funda¬ 
mental  quality  of  a  thermocline,  namely,  that  it  has 
stability  and  can  thus  resist  vertical  turbulence, 
should  be  borne  in  mind  throughout  the  reading  of 
this  report. 

Geographical  Factors 

The  main  (or  permanent)  thermocline  is  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  vertical  temperature  gradients  encoun¬ 
tered  by  a  deep  submarine  over  only  a  rather  small 
fraction  of  the  total  ocean  area,  chiefly  in  the  tropics. 
The  influence  of  the  seasonal  thermocline,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  very  widespread. 


Figure  S3.  Diagram  of  seasonal  thermocline  in  the  Ber¬ 
muda  area.  A. Winter.  B.  Spring.  C.  Summer,  D.  Autumn. 


which  may  serve  at  this  point  in  the  discussion  to 
clarify  somewhat  the  roles  of  the  various  types  of 
thcrmoclirtes.  In  land  fighting,  as  is  well  known,  sol¬ 
diers  are  very  conscious  of  two  factors:  the  weather 
and  the  terrain.  In  subsurface  warfare  the  weather 
also  plays  an  important  part  in  that  by  controlling 
diurnal  wanning  it  determines  the  temperature  gra¬ 
dients  at  and  near  projector  level.  These  in  turn  de¬ 
termine  the  refraction  pattern  and  thus  the  general 
sound  conditions.  But  there  is  also  in  the  sea  a 
physical  structure  analogous  to  terrain  in  land  war  ¬ 
fare.  The  seasonal  thermocline,  because  of  layer 
effect,  is  comparable  to  a  hill  behind  which  a  sub¬ 
marine  can  hide.  At  times  and  at  places  where  the 
seasonal  thennoclme  is  sharp  and  well  developed, 
by  submerging  to  below  the  isothermal  surface  layer 
a  submarine  may  lie  able  to  gain  very  considerable 
cover.  Other  parts  of  the  sea,  from  this  standpoint, 
because  of  the  absence  of  vertical  thermal  gradients, 
are  comparable  to  a  level  plain  in  land  warfare.  This 
is  a  rather  new  and  far-reaching  conception.  It  means 
that  both  the  submarine  and  her  adversaries  will 
find  it  an  advantage  to  know  the  subsurface  tempera¬ 
ture  distribution  much  as  a  soldier  has  to  know  the 
topography,  both  for  local  rover  and  for  strategic 
planning. 

One  can  gain  a  good  picture  of  the  magnitude,  and 
geographical  variations  of  the  seasonal  thermocline 
merely  by  subtracting  midwinter  surface  tempera¬ 
tures  from  midsummer  surface  temperatures.  The 


Tin’s  leads  to  an  analogy  which  can  be  drawn  be¬ 
tween  land  warfare  and  subsurface  warfare,  and 
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Fiol'KK  S<>.  Seasonal  cycle  in  the  Bermuda  area— average  isotherms. 
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DIURNAL  AND  SEASONAL  CHANGES 


example,  of  the  360  bathy  thermograms  available 
from  May  to  August  in  this  area,  65  per  cent  show  an 
isothermal  surface  layer  varying  in  depth  between 
40  and  100  feet,  while  85  per  cent  show  thermal  sta¬ 
bility  at  and  near  projector  level.  The  average  curve 
then  will  be  one  having  weak  ncgati.e  temperature 
gradients  near  the  surface,  and  this  is  somewhat  mis¬ 
leading.  The  same  applies  to  a  lesser  degree  to 
September. 

If  the  observations  were  more  numerous,  only 
bathy  thermograms  taken  at  night  or  during  periods 
of  strong  winds  might  be  used  to  develop  average 
temperature-depth  curves  and  in  this  way  the  effects 
of  diurnal  warming  could  be  eliminated  in  such  a 
diagram  as  Figure  35.  However,  as  yet  there  are  too 
few  observations  from  most  months  to  make  this  de¬ 
sirable,  On  the  other  hand,  in  Figure  36,  since  iso¬ 
therms  for  only  every  one  degree  are  used,  the  effects 
of  diurnal  warming  are  eliminated.  Nevertheless, 
from  this  type  of  diagram  it  is  somewhat  more  diffi¬ 
cult  to  judge  the  refraction  pattern. 

Figures  38  and  39  show  the  same  kind  of  graphs  for 
the  seasonal  cycle  in  mid-latitudes  in  the  Pacific.* 
The  differences  between  these  two  temperature  cycles 
are  very  slight.  The  depth  of  the  winter  mixed  layer 
appears  to  be  slightly  greater  in  the  Atlantic  than  in 
the  Pacific,  asid  the  development  of  the  seasonal  ther- 
mocline  in  spring  is  perhaps  less  regular.  Both  these 
differences  are  due  at  least  in  part  to  the  fact  that  in 
the  area  of  the  Atlantic  chosen  for  analysis  the  fre¬ 
quency  of  winds  of  gale  force  is  10  to  20  per  cent 
greater  during  the  winter  and  spring  months  than  in 
the  Pacific  area.  It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  when 
observations  from  more  regions  have  been  analyzed. 


DEGREES  FAHRENHEIT 


F«.uw:  37.  Variability  in  individual  ba  thy  dies  murrains 
in  the  Bermuda  area  in  Aprii. 


therms  with  depth  and  time  as  coordinates  (Figure 
86).  Both  methods  have  certain  advantages  and  dis¬ 
advantages. 

The  figures  show  the  available  data  from  near 
Bermuda  and  are  typical  of  the  seasonal  changes  over 
wide  areas  of  the  warmer  waters  of  the  western  North 
Atlantic.  The  temperature-depth  curves  (Figure  35) 
show  the  average  of  the  available  BT  data  and  there¬ 
fore  indicate  the  type  of  conditions  most  likely  to  be 
encountered.  Some  variation  in  individual  bathy- 
thermograms  is  to  be  expected.  To  give  some  idea  of 
the  degree  of  variability  in  the  Bermuda  area  a  se¬ 
lection  of  the  observations  for  April  has  been  plotted 
in  Figure  37. 

It  will  be  noted  in  Figure  35  that  from  May 
through  August  on  an  average  the  warm  surface  layer 
is  thermally  stable  (surface  temperature  minus  the 
temperature  at  80  feet  is  greater  than  0J  F)  to  a 
degree  which  would  limit  the  maximum  range  on  a 
shallow  target.  This  tendency  for  negative  gradients  age  temperature  differences  from  the  surface  to  certain  fixed 
near  the  surface  in  the  summer  reflects  the  rather  *P*»*  nnd  ™kin8  jfe  ®ai'»  brfak  in  each  «irvloccur « 

,  .  the  average  layer  depth.  I  he  batfiythemograms  for  Figure  58 

moderate  winds  near  Bermuda  at  this  particular  sea-  were  read  at  fewer  depths  than  those  for  Figure  35,  and  so  no 
son,  plus  the  rapid  warming  due  to  dear  skies.  For  attempt  has  Been  made  tojoin  the  points  by  a  smooth  curve. 


Ficvrk  38.  Seasonal  cycle  in  mid-latitudes  in  the  Pacific— average  monthly  temperature  depth  curves. 
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Figure  42.  Seasonal  cycle  over  the  comincmai  slope  of  the  western  North  Atlantic-average  monthly  isotherms. 


many  such  tmnor  differences  m  seasonal  cycles  will 
be  found,  which  can  be  correlated  with  local  climatic 
variability. 

In  the  trade  wind  belt  the  magnitude  of  the  tcm* 
perature  change  between  winter  and  summer  be¬ 
comes  less  pronounced  i*»an  it  is  in  mid-latitudes,  but 
the  pattern  of  the  change  is  In  other  respects  very 
similar.  The  annual  temperature  change  becomes 
least  near  the  equator  and  may  be  no  more  than  4  or 
5  degrees,  as  shown  in  Figure  40.  Here  the  form  of  the 
seasonal  cycle  is  quite  diffident  from  those  previously 


described,  for  there  is  a  bimodal  seasonal  curve,  with 
the  highest  temperatures. occurring  in  April  and  in 
October  slightly  after  the  time  when  the  sun  has 
passed  directly  overhead. 

Going  to  the  opposite  extreme,  very  marked  sea¬ 
sonal  C7des  are  found  in  the  higher  latitudes  not  far 
from  land.  This  is  shown  in  Figures  41  and  42,  in 
which  observations  from  between  the  northern  edge 
of  the  Gulf  Stream  and  the  continental  slope  in  the 
sector  off  southern  New  England  have  been  plotted 
by  the  same  methods  previously  used.  Here  the  maxi- 
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mum  temperature  difference  between  summer  and 
winter  is  of  the  order  of  20  degrees  as  compared  with 
about  haif  as  much  as  is  shown  in  Figures  35  and  36. 

In  high  latitudes  and  at  greater  distances  from  the 
continents  the  seasonal  changes  become  less  pro¬ 
nounced  again;  this  reflects  the  smaller  range  in  sur¬ 
face  temperature  (see  Figure  84)  and  the  stronger 
winds.  Unfortunately  the  available  oh  nations  are 
too  few  from  any  one  area  in  high  latitudes  to  demon¬ 
strate  the  complete  annual  cycle.  The  best  data  are 
from  the  Aleutian  Islands  area  (Figure  43)  and,  as 


would  be  expected,  emphasize  the  shorter  summer 
season. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  small  sample  (Figures  35  43) 
will  have  served  to  illustrate  the  development  and 
the  decline  of  the  seasonal  thermocline  in  the  open 
ocean.  It  would  require  a  great  many  such  diagrams 
to  illustrate  the  slight  differences  encountered  from 
region  to  region.  When  the  number  of  BT  observa¬ 
tions  becomes  sufficient  to  permit  this  to  be  done  in 
considerable  detail  it  will  be  possible  to  improve  the 
charts  of  average  echo  ranging  conditions. 
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TEMPERATURE-SALINITY 
CORRELATION  IN  THE  BEEP  WATER 
AND  IN  THE  MAIN  THERMOCLINE 


men  ts  in  the  main  thermocline  and  bdow.  However, 
for  our  present  purposes  it  is  to  be  concluded  that 
as  long  as  a  submarine  Is  operating  in  the  main 
thermocline,  the  density  can  be  predicted  with  very 
n-  satisfactory  accuracy  merely  by  observation  of  the 
is  temperature. 

n.  It  will  also  be  seen  from  Figure  1  that  as  the  cera¬ 
te  perature  increases,  the  salinity  also  increases.  It  foi- 
ty  lows  then  that  within  the  main  thermocline  salinity 
;e  decreases  with  depth,  This  is  the  general  rule  in  the 
e-  open  ocean  and,  as  will  be  discussed  in  more  detail 
is  below,  is  in  marked  contrast  to  the  conditions  in 
ic  coastal  waters  where  nearly  always  salinity  increases 
1  with  depth. 

?s  From  the  point  of  view  of  the  stability  of  the  whole 
available  ocean-  water  column  in  the  deep  ocean,  the  vertical  distri* 
't  ol  the  North  button  of  salinity  tends  to  decrease  slightly  the  sia- 
he  water  masses  bility  due  to  temperature  alone.  In  other  words,  if 
ared,  slight  dif-  there  were  no  dt  cease  in  salinity  with  depth,  density 
correlation  can  would  increase  with  depth  slightly  more  rapidly. 

bottom  water  However,  the  vertical  salinity  variations  are  so  minor 
=s  of  the  Atlan-  that  at  a  typical  oceanic  station  at  depths  below  the 
compared  with  top  of  the  main  thermocline  the  observations  for  tern- 
Such  small  but  perature  and  density  fall  along  nearly  parallel  curves 
ographers  with  when  suitable  scales  arc  chosen  ("Figure  21.  It  should 
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Figure  2.  Comparison  between  temperature-depth  and 
density-depth  curves  in  the  mid-Atlantic. 


Fimjrk  1.  I  ernperature-saiinny  correlation  in  mid. 
Atlantic. 
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temperature  gradient  increases,  the  vertical  salinit) 
gradient  also  increases. 

It  will  be  seen  from  Figure  1  that  in  the  central 
basin  of  the  North  Atlantic  the  waters  at  mid-depths 
are  slightly  fresher  than  would  be  the  case  if  they 
were  formed  locally  by  the  mixture  of  surface  and 
bottom  water.  This  situation  also  occurs  in  the  other 
oceans  near  the  axis  of  the  main  thermodine  and  is 
even  slightly  more  pronounced.  It  is  explained  by  the 
fact  that  when  the  stability  is  great,  lateral  mixing  is 
more  effective  than  vertical  mixing.  This  is  similar  to 
the  phenomenon  described  iti  connection  with  the 
establishment  of  temperature  gradients,  in  which  a 
force  sufficient  to  overcome  the  frictional  resistance 
of  the  water  will  cause  mixing  in  water  of  uniform 
density,  but  a  greater  force  is  required  to  destroy  den¬ 
sity  differences.  Therefore  when  there  are  density 
gradients,  most  mixing  occurs  laterally  following  the 
surfaces  of  constant  density.  I  hus  the  temperature- 
salinity  correlation  at  mid-depths  can  be  explained 
by  following  the  surfaces  of  constant  density  north  or 
sou  lit  until  they  intersect  the  sea  surface.  In  short, 
they  have  the  temperature  and  salinity  character¬ 
istics  they  acquired  at  or  near  the  surface  in  mid¬ 
winter  in  the  higher  latitudes,  and  in  the  course  oi 
their  transport  to  the  main  thermodine  region  of  the 
central  basins  they  have  been  little  modified  by  ver¬ 
tical  mixing. 

6,2  SALINITY  GRADIENTS  NEAR  THE 
SURFACE 

Salinity  gradients  arise  (1)  from  the  dilution  of  the 
surface  by  rainfall,  melting  ice,  and  the  runoff  from 
the  land,  (2)  from  evaporation  of  water  from  the  sea’s 
surface,  and  (3)  from  the  flow  of  waters  of  different 
salinity  over  one  another  as  the  result  of  ocean 
currents. 

In  temperature  regions  above  latitudes  40“  N  and 
S  there  is  usually  an  excess  of  rainfall  over  evapora¬ 
tion  and  consequently  positive  salinity  gradients 
tend  to  develop  beneath  the  sea’s  surface.  Along  the 
coasts  of  such  regions  the  outflow  from  rivers  very 
greatly  augments  this  effect  and  substantial  density 
gradients  result  from  the  dilution  of  the  upper  layers 
of  water.  It  follows  that  the  shallow  temperature  gra¬ 
dients  characteristic  of  temperate  regions  in  summer 
are  accompanied  by  salinity  gradients.  These  gra¬ 
dients  are  particularly  strong  in  coastal  regions.  Both 
kinds  of  gradient  cause  the  water  to  be  more  dense  as 
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Fifitmi:  3,  Vertical  temperature,  salinity,  and  density 

curves  in  coastal  waters. 

depth  increases,  that  is,  they  supplement  one  another 
in  developing  the  stability  of  the  water  column. 

It  may  be  observed  from  Figure  3,  which  shows  the 
gradients  of  temperature,  salinity,  and  resulting  den¬ 
sity  in  a  situation  of  this  sort,  that  the  gradients  of 
temperature  and  salinity  very  closely  coincide  in 
depth.  Where  the  temperature  gradient  is  strongest 
the  salinity  gradient  is  strongest  also.  This  arises  be¬ 
cause  the  surface  waters  are  prevented  from  mixing 
with  the  deeper  waters  by  the  sharp  density  gradient 
while  both  above  and  below,  the  water  mixes  more 
freely.  Both  gr  adients  consequently  tend  to  develop 
in  the  same  relation  to  the  resulting  density  pattern. 
During  the  winter,  when  the  disappearance  of  the 
temperature  gradient  decreases  the  stability  of  the 
water,  the  mixing  which  results  also  destroys  die  sal¬ 
inity  gradient.  In  spring  the  melting  of  snows  and  the 
rainfall  characteristic  of  the  season  led  to  the  early 
development  of  the  salinity  gradient.  This  becomes 
relatively  less  important  than  the  temperature  gra¬ 
dient  in  determining  the  density  distribution  as  the 
summer  season  advances. 

In  the  warm  oceanic  areas  salinity  gradients  are 
less  pronounced  and  are  thus  of  less  importance  in 
determining  the  density  distribution  in  the  upper 
layers  of  the  sea.  in  the  central  basin  of  the  North 
Atlantic,  near  the  borderline  between  temperate  and 
subtropical  waters,  seasonal  changes  in  evaporation 
and  precipitation  can  produce  slight  vertical  salinity 
gradients  at  relatively  shallow  levels.  As  an  example, 
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Figure  3.  Salinity  profile,  Mosuauk  Point  to  Bermuda 


the  surface  salinity  in  the  Bermuda  area  averages  characteristics.  The  latter  differ  somewhat  from  those 
close  to  86.6  °/oo  in  winter  when  strong  and  relatively  of  temperature.  In  general,  temperature  at  the  sur- 
dry  winds  prevail,  but  in  summer  the  damper,  weaker  face  decreases  with  increasing  latitude.  Surface  sal- 
winds  permit  the  surface  layer  to  freshen  to  about,  inities  Teach  their  maximum  in  a  belt  centering  at 
36-1  Vwi-  The  resulting  slight  increase  of  salinity  about  latitude  2S%  along  the  outer  edges  of  the  trade 
with  depth,  occurs  at  about  the  same  level  as  the  winds  where  the  air  is  descending  and  relatively  dry 
summer  thermocline,  so  the  effect  on  sound  is  neg-  and  where  evaporation  is  greater  than  either  nearer 
iigible.  However,  for  this  reason,  as  well  as  because  the  equator  or  hi  high  latitudes,  This  is  illustrated  in 
of  the  seasonal  thermal  cycle  at  the  surface,  the  tern-  Figure  4,  which  is  a  world' chart  of  midwinter  surface 
perature -salinity  correlation  is  by  no  means  constant  salinity, 
at  depths  above  the  top  of  the  main  thermocline. 

In  substantial  areas  of  small  rainfall  in  the  sub-  t>.s 
tropics  evaporation  exceeds  precipitation,  and  the 
most  saline  water  is  found  at  the  surface.  Such  sal¬ 
inity  gradients  are  small  and  are  associated  with  When  the  surface  waters  of  a  Warm,  saijne  current 
similarly  small  negative  temperature  gradients,  with  mix  with  those  of  a  colder  and  less  saline  current,  as 
the  result  that  the  density  of  the  water  column  is  occurs  off  the  Grand  Banks  of  Newfoundland,  to  cite 
nearly  uniform.  On  the  other  hand,  near  the  equator  what  is  probably  the  extreme  example,  the  tempera- 
the  high  rainfall  of  the  doldrum  belt  reduces  the  ture-salinity  correlation  becomes  very  variable  in¬ 
surface  salinity  and  makes  it  considerably  fresher  deed.  At  times  water  as  fresh  as  32  ft/„„  may  be  just 
than  the  water  near  the  top  of  the  main  thermocline.  above  or  immediately  next  to  water  of  salinity  greater 
The  latter,  as  has  been  shown  above  is  relatively  titan  86  %»•  In  the  latter  case  the  difference  in  color 
shallow  in  these  latitudes,  hence  both  temperature  of  the  two  contrasting  water  masses  may  be  striking 
and  salinity  contribute  to  the  very  high  stability  near  and  easily  seen  from  a  ship’s  deck.  It  is  to  be  noted 
the  surface.  that  density  may  not  change  much  across  such  a  sharp 

Thus  it  is  apparent  that  the  distribution  of  salinity  line  of  demarcation  because  the  more  saline  water  is 
in  the  surface  waters  shows  slight  but  distinct  varia-  also  much  warmer. 

tions  which  are  controlled  by  climatic  factors  and  A  similar  situation,  though  less  extreme  can  be 
hence  have  pronounced  seasonal  and  geographical  encountered  at  any  time  north  of  the  Gulf  Stream 
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between  Gape  Hatteras  and  the  Grand  Banks.  Here 
the  westerly  winds  sometimes  drive  the  relatively 
fresh  coastal  waters  far  offshore.  The  situation  south* 
ea  card  from  Mon  tank  Point,  Long  Island,  in  July 
l  TIB  (Figure  5)  affords  a  good  example  of  relatively 
sharp  salinity  gradients  near  the  surface  caused  by 
coastal  water  being  carried  more  than  100  miles  be¬ 
yond  the  limits  of  the  continental  shelf.  Although  it 
is  just  such  situations  which  make  it  desirable  to  com¬ 
pensate  the  submarine-model  bathythermograph 
[BT]  for  salinity  changes  so  that  it  will  indicate  the 
ballast  changes  correctly,  from  the  acoustical  stand¬ 
point  the  vertical  variations  in  salinity  shown  in  Fig¬ 
ure  5  are  negligible,  for  in  each  case  the  vertical  sal¬ 
inity  gradients  are  accompanied  by  relatively  much 
stronger  temperature  changes.  It  is  necessary  to  rind 
a  situation  where  shallow  salinity  gradients  occur  in¬ 
dependently  of  temperature  gradients  before  sound 
transmission  is  noticeably  influenced.  In  the  open 
ocean  this  very  seldom  occurs.  However,  since  one  of 
the  major  assumptions  in  maximum  range  predic¬ 
tions  based  pn  BT  observations  is  that  vertical  sal¬ 
inity  gradients  can  be  neglected,  it  is  advisable  here 
to  discuss  this  matter  in  mere  detail. 

lire,  refraction  pattern  might  differ  significantly 
from  that  indicated  by  a  BT  trace  in  the  following 
possible  circumstances: 

1.  A  positive  temperature  gradient  might  be  sig¬ 
nificantly  reinforced  by  an  increase  of  salinity  with 
depth, 

2.  Within  an  isothermal  surface  layer  salinity 
might  increase  with  depth,  causing  increased  upward 
refraction, 

S.  A  slight  negative  temperature  gradient  might 
be  partially  or  entirely  offset  by  an  increase  of  salinity 
with  depth. 

1.  A  negative  temperature  gradient  might  be  re¬ 
inforced  by  a  decrease  of  salinity  with  depth. 


Positive  Salinity  Gradient  sad 


During  periods  of  rapid  cooling,  positive  tempera¬ 
ture  gradients  may  be  developed  near  the  surface. 
Since  this  condition  is  thermally  unstable  it  ordi¬ 
narily  occurs  only  to  a  slight  degree  and  during  calm 
weather. 

Wherever  a  marked  positive  temperature  gradient 
exists  it  is  safe  to  say  that  there  is  also  a  positive  sal¬ 
inity  gradient  which  is  at  least  sufficient  to  counter¬ 


balance  the  thermal  instability  of  the  water  column. 
The  combination  of  positive  temperature  and  salin¬ 
ity  gradients  may  occur  when  there  is  a  heavy  rain, 
that  freshens  the  surface  layer,  and  when  the  rain  is 
colder  than  the  sea  water  or  is  followed  by  conditions 
that  favor  surface  cooling  by  evaporation. 

Still  more  marked  examples  are  found  near  the 
edge  of  a  current  or  along  the  continental  slope  where 
there  is  a  flow  of  colder  over  warmer  and  more  saline 
water.  In  such  cases  the  density  gradients  are  often 
so  highly  stable  as  to  permit  a  submarine  to  balance 
on  what  would  appear  from  the  temperature  trace 
alone  to  be  an  unstable  layer. 

®a,2  Positive  Salinity  Gradient 
in  Isothermal  Layer 

This  situation  can  and  does  occur  occasionally  in 
tlie  open  ocean.  It  is  relatively  common  close  to  the 
land  in  early  spring.  However,  offshore  the  resulting 
increased  upward  refraction  is  seldom  critical  to 
sound  conditions,  nor  is  the  resulting  stability  of  the 
water  column  often  sufficient  to  influence  trim  sig¬ 
nificantly  in  diving. 

In  the  open  ocean  salinity  can  increase  with  depth 
within  a  virtually  isothermal  surface  layer  during 
and  after  a  heavy  rain,  provided  the  winds  are  light 
and  provided  the  temperature  of  the  rain  water  is 
close  to  that  of  the  surface  water.  The  circumstances 
are  probably  most  frequently  favorable  in  the  dol- 
drura  belt. 

6,3-s  Positive  Salinity  Gradient  amid 
Negative  Temperature  Gradient 

This  situation  could  occur  when  slight  surface 
warming  is  accompanied  by  precipitation. 

In  the  current  range-prediction  method  the  mini¬ 
mum  negative  temperature  gradient  that  is  signifi¬ 
cant  is  a  decrease  of  more  than  0.3  degree  between  the 
surface  and  a  depth  of  30  feet.  For  the  downward  re¬ 
fraction  thus  produced  to  be  counteracted,  the  posi¬ 
tive  salinity  gradient  would  have  to  average  more 
than  0,4  °/<;o  to  0.7  0/w>  over  the  same  depth  range 
(see  Figure  3,  Chapter  3),  depending  on  the  surface 
temperature.  It  is  unlikely  that  this  ever  occurs  in  the 
open  ocean,  except  possibly  in  nearly  calm  weather 
when  the  negative  temperature  gradient  persists  for 
several  days.  Sufficient  precipitation  is  not  a  pi  to  take 
plate  during  the  few  hours  when  slight  negative  tern- 
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AREAS  OF  VARIABLE  SALEM  He  GRADIENT  NEAR  THE  SURFACE 


perature  gradients  become  established  by  diurnal 
warming. 


negative  temperature  in  maintaining  stability.  In 
this  case  the  downward  refraction  due  to  tempera¬ 
ture  would  be  reinforced  slightly  by  the  salinity  gra¬ 
dient.  It  is  believed  that  this  effect  is  common  in  such 
specialized  situations  of  dry,  warm  air  as  occur  in 
parts  of  the  Mediterranean,  the  Red  Sea  and  the 
Persian  Gulf.  However,  the  further  reduction  in 
range  which  can  occur  in  this  way  is  of  minor  prac¬ 
tical  importance. 


Negative  Salinity  Gradient  and 


A  more  likely  case  is  that  surface  warming  is  ac¬ 
companied  by  evaporation,  the  negative  salinity  gra¬ 
dient  being  insufficient  to  counteract  the  effect  of  the 
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Chapter  7 

OCEAN  CURRENTS 


The  factors  considered  up  to  this  point  are  those 
or  *he  most  part  which  have  an  orderly  and  gen¬ 
erally  gradual  effect  on  temperature  and  salinity 
structure.  A  picture  has  been  presented  of  a  more  or 
less  idealized  ocean  with  a  temperature  structure 
which  is  permanent  and  relatively  constant  except 
near  the  surface  where  small-scale  heating,  cooling, 
ami  mixing  processes  result  in  diurnal  and  seasonal 
temperature  changes. 

However,  it  has  .gradually  become  apparent  that 
there  are  important  geographical  variations  in  tem¬ 
perature  structure  which  are  caused  partly  by  cli¬ 
matic  variations  and  partly  by  the  great  ocean  cur¬ 
rents.  Some  knowledge  of  currents,  both  as  to  their 
general  characteristics  and  the  location  of  the  major 
systems,  is  essential  for  mastery  of  the  problems  of 
subsurface  warfare. 

Variability  of  a  more  local  nature  must  also  be 
considered.  Under  this  heading  are  included  a  wide 
variety  of  phenomena.  The  surface  processes  of  heat¬ 
ing  and  cooling  are  subjec  t  to  a  great  deal  of  local 
variation,  particularly  in  temperate  and  polar  re¬ 
gions,  where  relatively  sudden  and  violent  weather 
changes  are  common.  Various  kinds  of  small-scale 
thermal  structure  are  produced  as  a  result  of  water 
transport  or  meteorological  influences.  Finally  there 
are  the  special  phenomena  of  coastal  waters.  All  such 
variability  not  only  is  an  essential  part  of  ocean¬ 
ography  but  also  plays  an  important  role  in  sound 
transmission. 

u  PRINCIPLES  OF 

OCEAN  CIRCULATION 

"u  Water  Movements  in  Relation  to 


Pievious  sections  have  mentioned  the  movements 
of  water  that  result  from  changes  in  density.  In  the 
tropics  where  surface  heating  is  strong,  the  light 
water  thus  formed  tends  to  spread  northward  and 
southward  over  the  surface  and  to  be  replaced  by 
colder  water  from  below.  As  it  moves  into 'high  lati¬ 
tudes,  it  overlies  water  that  is  colder  but  less  saline, 
having  been  subjected  to  less  heating  and  less  evap¬ 


oration.  l  iras  when  the  tropical  water  cools,  its  salin¬ 
ity  makes  it  denser  than  the  water  underneath/and  it 
sinks.  1  In's  surface  transfer  of  -water  toward  the  poles 
1#  compensated  by  a  return  flow  which  largely  takes 
place  as  a  slow  drift  in  the  depths  of  the  ocean.  Simi¬ 
lar  movements  also  take  place  on  a  much  smaller 
scale  as  a  result  of  local  heating  and  cooling. 

In  discussing  the  forces  involved  in  such  move¬ 
ments,  it  is  convenient  to  compare  them  with  meteor¬ 
ological  phenomena,  since  the  problems  are  essen¬ 
tially  the  same.  A  weather  map  shows  isobars,  lints  of 
equal  barometric  pressure  separating  low-  from  high- 
pressure  areas  or  topographic  contours  of  an  isobar ie 
surface.  In  the  sea  as  in  the  atmosphere,  pressure  so- 
a  eases  downward  because  of  the  weight  of  the  over- 
lying  layers,  and  the  pressure  at  a  particular  depth 
will  vary  according  to  the  density  of  the  overlying 
medium.  It  is  therefore  possible  to  chart  the  pressure 
distribution  in  the  sea  (usually  by  plotting  the  topog¬ 
raphy  of  a  selected  isobar ic  surface)  which  will  show 
the  direction  of  water  movement  in  the  same  way 
that  the  isobars  on  a  weather  map  indicate  wind  di¬ 
rection  The*  usefulness  of  these  topographic  charts 
depends  on  the  fact  that  the  pressure  gradient  is  zero 
in  the  direction  parallel  to  the  contours.  Therefore, 
the  initial  tendency  is  for  the  water  to  flow  at  right 
angles  to  the  contours,  that  is,  downhill.  As  soon  as 
the  water  is  set  in  motion,  however,  it  is  deflected 
from  its  downhill  course  by  die  effect  of  the  earth’s 
rotation,  as  will  be  explained  below.  As  long  as  the 
isobaric  slope  is  maintained  on  a  rotating  earth,  the 
current  will  run  more  or  less  parallel  to  the  contours 
oi  the  isobaric  surface  in  the  same  way  that  the  wind 
follows  the  isobars  on  a  weather  map.  In  order'  to 
understand  this  situation  fully,  it  is  necessary  to  ex¬ 
amine  in  detail  the  effect  of  the  earth's  rotation, 
winch  will  be  taken  up  in  the  next  section.  It  will 
also  be  necessary  in  dealing  with  water  movements  in 
general  to  discuss  the  important  role  played  by  wind- 
generated  currents. 

Coriolis  Force 

1  he  effect  of  the  earth's  rotation  on  moving  bodies 
is  known  as  Coriolis  force,  after  the  French  physicist 
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Figure  1.  Diagram  illustrating  Coriolis  force -rotation  of 

points  near  the  North  Pols. 

who  evolved  the  mathematical  theory.  It  is  a  ficti¬ 
tious  force,  as  will  be  explained,  and  acts  always  at 
right  angles  to  the  direction  of  motion.  Its  effect  is  to 
make  a  current  of  fluid  particles  seem  to  be  deflected 
toward  the  right  in  the  Northern  Hemisphere  and  to 
the  left  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere.  Only  at  the 
equator  is  Coriolis  force  nonexistent,  and  it  increases 
to  a  maximum  at  the  poles,  varying  as  the  sine  of  the 
latitude. 

To  explain  how  this  force  acts,  suppose  an  ob¬ 
server  is  standing  at  the  North  Pole  in  the  center  of  a 
horizontal  circular  platform  and  is  looking  at  a  point 
on  the  edge  of  the  platform.  In  Figure  1  the  position 
of  the  observer  is  at  A,  and  he  is  looking  at  point  B. 
The  earth  rotates  in  the  direction  indicated,  and 
point  B  rotates  with  it,  taking  the  successive  posi¬ 
tions  Bi,  B2,  Bs,  and  returning  to  the  original  posi¬ 
tion  of  B  in  24  hours.  The  observer,  of  course,  turns 
as  the  earth  turns,  continuing  to  face  B,  and  is  not 
aware  that  the  position  of  the  latter  has  changed.  It 
would  be  apparent  to  him,  however,  that  some  such 
motion  was  taking  place  if  he  built  an  instrument 
that  was  capable  o£  moving  in  straight  lines  across 
the  platform  without  being  affected  by  the  earth's 
rotation.  Such  an  instrument  would  be  a  pendulum 
suspended  from  a  tower  at  A  and  swinging  toward 
and  away  from  B,  as  indicated  by  the  dotted  line  in 
the  figure.  It  would  continue  to  swing  in  this  plane, 
but  B  would  rotate  away  from  it  until  at  position  Bs 
the  pendulum,  would  swing  in  a  line  at  right  angles 
to  the  direction  of  Bj  from  A.  To  an  outside  observer 
it  is  obvious  that  the  pendulum  is  swinging  in  a 


Figure  2,  Diagram  illustrating  Coriolis  force— apparent 
motion  of  a  stringing-  pendulum  on  a  rotating  earth. 

straight  line,  but  to  the  observer  at  A  it  would  look 
as  if  B  stands  still  and  the  pendulum  swings  more 
and  more  to  the  right.  If  the  pendulum  moved  slowly 
enough  so  that  its  course  on  each  swing  could  be 
plotted,  it  would  appear  to  be  moving  in  a  series  of 
curves,  each  one  bent  slightly  to  the  right  of  the  di¬ 
rection  of  motion  as  in  Figure  2.  After  several  swings 
its  direction  as  'shown  in  the  figure  would  be  about 
at  right  angles  to  a  line  from  A  to  B,  and  it  would 


Figure  3,  Diagram  illustrating  Coriolis  force-rotation  of 
points  on  the  equator. 
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Ficu8f,  -S.  Diagram  illustrating  Coriolis  force— rotation  of  points  on  the  equator. 


continue  to  change,  making  one  complete  apparent 
rotation  in  24  hours. 

A  water  mass  at  A  or  B  will  rotate  with  the  earth 
and  will  therefore  appear  stationary  to  an  observer  at 
either  spot.  But- if  some  force  puts  the  water  in  mo¬ 
tion  in  any  horizontal  direction  it  will  behave  simi¬ 
larly  to  the  pendulum,  that  is,  it  will  tend  because  of 
its  momentum  to  move  in  a  straight  line  so  that  the 
earth  rotates  under  it  and  its  path  appears  curved  to 
an  observer  who  Is  not  aware  of  the  earth’s  rotation. 
Thus  a  current  with  an  initial  '.npulse  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  from  A  toward  B  will  curve  to  the  t  ight  and  will 
pass  to  the  westward  of  B. 

'.n  the  same  way  a  perfectly  aimed  bullet  will  strike 
to  ‘he  right  of  the  bull’s-eye  (in  the' Northern  Hemi¬ 
sphere),  whatever  the  direction  between  the  gun  and 
the  target  may  be.  While  the  bullet  is  in  the  air  the 
earth  has  twisted  under  it  slightly  so  that  the  initial 


*  l. «; 

bearing  of  the  target  in  relation  to  space*  has  changed. 
Thus  any  body  which  has  been  set  in  motion  and  is 
not  acted  upon  by  any  lateral  force  appears,  because 
of  the  earth’s  rotation,  to  be  moving  in  a  circular 
path,  which  is  called  its  inertia  circle.  The  radius  of 
curvature  depends  on  the  velocity.  The  bullet  ap¬ 
pears  to  curve  only  slightly,  but  an  ocean  current 
with  a  much  lower  velocity  has  a  smaller  radius  of 
curvature. 

If  point  A  were  located  at  the  South  Pole,  the 
earth’s  rotation  would  carry  point  B  around  it  in  a 
clockwise  instead  of  counterclockwise  rotation,  hence 
the  apparent  deflection  of  a  pendulum  or  of  a  cur¬ 
rent  of  water  is  to  the  left.  This  general  rule  for  the 
direction  of  deflection  holds  for  the  lower  latitudes 
as  well  as  the  higher;  the  deflection  is  to  the  right  in 
the  Northern  Hemisphere  and  to  the  left  in  the 
Southern  The  amount  of  deflection  becomes  less. 
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Figure  5.  Diagram  illustrating  Coriolis  force— rotation  of  points  at  45°  N 


however,  at  lower  latitudes  and  ceases  at  the  equator. 
Suppose  points  A  and  B  are  on  the  equator  as  in 
Figure  3,  As  the  earth  rotates.  B  follows  A  with  no 
change  In  horizontal  position,  There  is  still  a  circling 
motion  of  a  sort,  which  can  be  visualized  by  holding 
A  in  a  fixed  position  and  letting  the  whole  earth  ro¬ 
tate  around  it  for  a  day’s  time  as  we  look  down  on  it 
from  the  North  Pole  (Figure  4),  But  to  the  observer  at 
point  A  the  circling  motion  is  in  a  vertical  plane,  and 
it  does  not  result  an  any  horizontal  deflections  in  the 
water  around  him, 

If  the  points  are  located  at  an  intermediate  lati¬ 
tude,  say  45°  N,  then  the  circling  motion  has  some 
of  the  characteristics  of  both  the  polar  and  equatorial 
movements,  in  that  it  has  both  horizontal  and  verti¬ 


cal  components.  The  resultant  movement  in  a  hori¬ 
zontal  plane  around  the  observer  at  45°  M  is  impor¬ 
tant.  It  is  not  quite  so  easy  to  visualize  B  circling 
around  A  at  this  latitude  as  it  was  at  the  Pole.  In 
order  to  simplify  the  illustration.  Figure  5  is  drawn 
as  if  A  is  stationary  and  B  is  circling  around  it.  Actu¬ 
ally,  of  course,  both  points  are  in  motion,  circling 
around  each  other. 

One  of  the  most  difficult  things  to  understand 
about  Coriolis  force  is  the  fact  that  although  the 
earth  rotates  once  every  24  hours,  except  at  the  North 
and  South  Poles  it  takes  more  than  24  hours  for  the 
points  A  and  B  to  circle  each  other,  and  for  this  rea¬ 
son  also.  Figure  5  is  an  oversimplification  of  the  facts. 
This  was  proven  by  Foucault,  the  physicist  who  first 
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Figurk  6,  Diagram  illustrating  Coriolis  force-rotation  of 
points  at  45s  N. 


demonstrated  the  pendulum  experiment  described 
above.  Going  back  to  that  discussion,  there  was  a 
circular  platform  at  the  Foie,  rotating  with  the  earth 
so  that  tile  pendulum  was  swinging  above  it  in  a 
straight  line  but  apparently  making  a  complete  rota* 
lion  in  24  hours.  Suppose  now  the  platlerm  is  enor¬ 
mously  enlarged  and  tilted  so  that  its  edge  reaches 
points  A  and  B  on  latitude  45®  N.  It  still  must  be 
horizontal  at  points  A.  and  B  because  we  are  inter¬ 
ested  only  in  horizontal  deflections.  It  must  rotate 


WARM 


Fsora:  7,  Diagram  of  water  movements  resulting  frotr 
hxalized  heating  of  the  sea  surface. 


with  die  earth,  so  its  center  is  the  prolonged  axis  of 
the  earth.  Thus  it  is  as  shown  in  Figure  6,  This  disk 
then  is  the  plane  across  which  the  pendulum  swings. 
It  rotates  as  the  earth  does  with  its  edge  touching  at 
points  A  and  B.  But  its  circumference  is  greater  than 
the  distance  around  the  earth  at.  latitude  45°;  there¬ 
fore,  it  is  similar  to  a  reduction  gear,  with  one  revo¬ 
lution  of  the  disk  requiring  more  than  a  complete 
revolution  of  the  earth.  But  points  A  and  B  circle 
each  other  as  the  disk  circles  and  the  plane  of  the 
pendulum  shifts  in  the  same  way,  both  requiring 
longer  than  24  hours  to  complete  their  rotation.6  As 
the  disk  is  further  enlarged  in  order  to  extend  to 
lower  latitudes,  the  circling  motion  becomes  slower. 
Finally  at  the  equator  it  is  impossible  for  a  disk  hori¬ 
zontal  with  the  surface  of  the  earth  to  have  the  axis 
pass  through  it.  In  other  words,  the  length  of  the 
circuraference  of  the  disk  is  infinity  and  the  circling 
motion  is  zero.  The  apparent  deflection  of  the  pen¬ 
dulum  or  of  a  current  of  water  varies  with  the  speed 
of  rotation  of  the  disk  .and  its  points  A  and  B.  There¬ 
fore  Coriolis  force  is  zero  at  the  equator  and  maxi¬ 
mum  at  the  poles,  and  it  can  he  proven  mathemat¬ 
ically  that  the  variation  is  proportional  to  the  sine  of 
the  latitude. 


718  Tae  Circulation  Theory 

It  is  apparent  now  that  since  any  movement  of 
water  is  affected  by  the  earth’s  rotation,  the  simple 
explanation  of  circulation  presented  in  the  previous 

n  The  length  of  time  required  for  a  complete  rotation  of  the 
plane  'A  the  pendulum  at  any  given  latitude  is  called  a  pendu¬ 
lum. day*  The  time  required  for  a  moving  body  at  the  same  lati¬ 
tude  td  complete  its  inertia  circle  (see  p,  61)  is  one-halt  of  this 
time  or  one- half  pendulum  day,  The  reason  for  this  may  not  lw 
immediately  apparent  from  the  foregoing  discussion.  A  some¬ 
what  snore  advanced  treatment  of  the  subject  will  be  found  at 
the  beginning  of  Chapter  XIII  of  reference  1 ,  Chapter  i . 


Figure  8.  Equilibrium  that  results  when  movements 
shown  in  Figure  7  are  carried  to  completion. 
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FioURg  9.  Effect  of  Coriolis  force  on  water  movements 
resulting  from  localized  heating  of  the  sea  surface. 


section  requires  some  modification.  In  building  a 
theory  that  will  explain  the  principles  of  circulation, 
it  is  desirable  for  the  sake  of  simplicity  to  progress 
one  step  at  a  time,  showing  how  each  of  these  forces 
plays  its  part  in  setting  up  ocean  currents.  But  in  so 
doing  it  must  be  understood  that  each  step  is  an  ideal 
case  that  has,  with  minor  exceptions,  no  counterpart 
in  actual  water  movements  which  are  affected  by  all 
the  forces  at  once.  At  the  end  it  will  be  seen  that  they 
fit  together  into  a  usable  picture  of  the  major  current 
systems  of  the  world. 

First  of  all.  Figures  7  and  8  show  the  effect  of  den¬ 
sity  changes  on  a  ■  nonrotating  earth.  The  surface 
wafer  in  z  particular  area  is  heated  until  it  is  warmer 
than  the  water  around  and  underneath  it.  Heating 
expands  the  water  so  that  the  surface  of  the  sea  is 
slightly  elevated  in  the  center  of  the  warm  spot,  and 
immediately  the  water  begins  to  flow  downhill  in  all 
directions  away  from  the  center.  Colder  and  denser 
water  then  presses  up  against  the  warmer  and  lighter 
water,  buoying  it  up.  Circulation  therefore  occurs  as 
indicated  by  die  arrows  in  the  diagram,  and  it  con¬ 
tinues  until  there  is  ah  even  distribution  of  density 
and.  pressure  (Figure  8), 

The  effect  of  the  earth's  rotation  is  to  cause  all 
these  movements  to  be  deflected  to  the  right  (in  the 
Northern  Hemisphere).  The  result  is  a  whorl  of 
clockwise  water  movements  spreading  out  from  the 
warm  center,  as  shown  in  Figure  9.  Under  ordinary 
circumstances  this  eddy  of  warm  water  can  Ire  ex¬ 
pected  to  spread  until  the  density  differences  are 
equalized  and  the  condition  of  Figure  8  is  estab¬ 
lished.  The  process  is  retarded,  however,  by  the  ten¬ 
dency  of  water  particles  to  be  deflected  more  and 
more  to  the  right,  so  that  at  the  edge  of  the  eddy  the 
movement  follows  very  nearly  a  circular  path. 

The  sinking  of  cold  or  saline  water  produces  a 
somewhat  similar  current  pattern  but  in  the  opposite 


Figure  10.  Diagram  of  water  movements  resulting  from 
localized  cooling  of  the  sea  surface, 


direction.  If  the  surface  water  in  a  particular  area  is 
cooled  sufficiently  to  make  it  denser  than  the  water 
underneath,  it  will  sink  until  it  reaches  a  level  of  its 
own  density.  As  it  does  so  the  sea  surface  is  depressed, 
and  warm  surface  water  flows  in  from  all  sides  to  take 
its  place.  Coriolis  force  transforms  these  movements 
into  a  counterclockwise  whorl  (in  the  Northern 
Hemisphere)  as  shown  in  Figure  10.  At  first  glance 
these  water  movements  appear  to  be  defected  to  the 
left  rather  than  die  right.  That  this  is  not  so  is  demon¬ 
strated  by  Figure  1 1,  which  shows  the  movement  of  s 
particle  of  water  from  the  edge  of  the  warm  water  (A) 
to  the  cold  center.  At  each  instant  of  Its  progress,  A, 
Aj,  Ag,  etc.,  the  direction  of  force  is  toward  the  center 
as  indicated  by  the  dotted  lines,  while  die  direction 
of  movement  as  modified  by  Coriolis  force  is  to  the 
right  of  the  direction  of  pressure. 

Suppose  now  the  conditions  of  Figures  Tend  10  are 
combined  in  a  continuous  process.  For  example,  the 
eddy  of  warm  water  is  continually  heated  too  rapidly 
for  water  movements  away  from  the  center  to  stabil¬ 
ize  the  density  distribution  completely.  Then  at  a 
point  on  die  periphery  of  the  eddy  the  water  is  cooled 
just  as  rapidly  as  it  was  heated.  Water  will  How  from 
the  first  point  to  the  second,  and  it  is  conceivable  that 


Figure  51.  Movement  of  water  into  a  cold  center,  show¬ 
ing  direction  of  pressure  and  the  resulting  motion  as 
modified  by  Coriolis  force. 
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Figure  12.  Movement  of  water  between  two  localized 
areas,  one  of  which  is  being  wanned,  the  other  cooled. 


a  permanent  eddy  of  constant  size  and  shape  will  he 
established;  this  is  the  result  of  a  balance  between  the 
force  produced  by  the  density  distribution  and  the 
frictional  resistance  of  the  water  to  this  force.  T  his 
situation  can  be  visualized  diagranimatkally  in  Fig¬ 
ure  12,  in  which  point  A  is  the  center  of  heating,  and 
the  warm  water  is  cooled  at  point  B.  The  wares 
spreads  out  from  A  in  all  directions  in  the  form  of  a 
clockwise  whorl  as  previously  described  and  then 
converges  at  B.  As  long  as  the  rates  of  heating  and 
cooling  remain  constant  the  pattern  of  currents  and 
the  she  of  the  eddy  will  also  be  constant.  This  condi¬ 
tion  of  equilibrium  is  commonly  known  as  a  steady 

.state . Imparts  of  the  eddy  the  density  distribution  is 

in  a  permanently  unstable  condition,  particularly 
near  the  edge  where  there  is  a  sharp  downward  slope 
in  the  thermocline.  In  other  words  the  inequality  in 
density  structure  still  generates  pressure  which  is  di¬ 
rected  outward  from  the  center  of  the  eddy  in  all  di¬ 
rections.  However,  the  water  movements  that  must 
be  produced  as  a  result  of  the  pressure  gradient  do 
not  increase  the  size  of  the  eddy;  instead  they  take 
a  circular  clockwise  course  at  its  periphery.  1  his  is 
the  extreme  example  of  the  application  of  Coriolis 
force.  Just  as  Coriolis  force  is  proportional  to  the 
mass  and  velocity  of  the  movement  of  water  and  at 
right  angles  to  it,  so  it  exactly  balances  the  pressure 
that  produces  the  water  movements  and  is  at  right 
angles  to  the  direction  of  pressure.  1  bus,  when  the 
presence  of  a  permanent  slope  in  the  density  surfaces 
indicates  that  a  steady  state  has  been  attained,  the 
current  that  is  generated  is  always  at  right  angles  to 
the  direction  of  pressure,  so  that  if  an  observer  in  the 
Northern  Hemisphere  faces  in  the  direction  in  which 
a  current  is  flawing,  the  density  surfaces  slope  down¬ 
ward  toward  the  right. 

This  balance  between  the  pressure  gradient  and 
Coriolis  force  can  perhaps  be  more  easily  understood 


Figure  13.  Diagram  of  a  wind-driven  eddy. 


by  recalling  the  inertia  circle  described  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  section.  It  was  stated  that  a  particle  in  motion  and 
not  under  the  influence  of  any  lateral  force  appeal*, 
to  take  a  curved  path  because  the  earth  is  turning 
beneath  it.  The  radius  of  the  circle  varies  with  the 
velocity  and  the  sine  of  the  latitude.  For  a  current  of 
average  velocity  located  in  mid-latitudes  this  radius 
is  about  15  miles.  But  the  major  ocean  currents  ob¬ 
viously  have  a  very  much  larger  radius  of  curvature, 
which  means  that  they  must  be  under  the  influence 
of  a  lateral  force  which  deflects  them  from  the  path 
of  the  inertia  circle.  In  other  word  for  water  to  flow 
in  a  reasonably  straight  path  in  the  geographical 
sense,  it  must  be  acted  upon  by  a  component  of  gravi¬ 
tational  force  (the  crosscurrent  pressure  gradient) 
which  deflects  it. to  the  left  in. the  Northern  Hemi¬ 
sphere  and  to  the  right  in  the  Southern  just  enough 
to  balance  Coriolis  force. 

In  a  very'  general  way  the  description  thus  far  de¬ 
veloped  can  be  applied  to  ocean  circulation.  Weak 
density  gradients  extending  over  great  horizontal 
distances  are  important  in  transporting  warm  trop¬ 
ica!  and  subtropical  water  to  polar  regions.  Within 
the  major  ocean  currents  where  steady-state  condi¬ 
tions  are  approximated  at  least  through  parts  of  their 
courses,  the  flow  is  very  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the 
pressure  gradient.  However,  the  uneven  nature  of 
the  processes  that  originate  the  currents  leads  to  con¬ 
tinual  variations  in  velocity  and  varying  amounts 
of  crosscurrent  transfer  which  shifts  their  position. 
Near  the  surface  the  effect  of  pressure  gradients  is 
also  greatly  modified  by  the  wind  systems  of  tne  earth. 
Around  each  of  the  central  basins  of  the  oceans  the 
winds  form  a  great  anticydonic  eddy,  consisting  pri¬ 
marily  of  the  trades  and.  prevailing  westerlies.  The 
force  of  these  winds  produces  similar  eddies  in  the 
ocean,  the  general  features  of  which  are  illustrated 
in  Figure  13. 
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Movement  of  water  in  these  eddies  is  deflected  by 
the  earth’s  rotation  to  the  right  of  the  wind  direction, 
hence  there  is  a  drift  of  water  toward  the  center  of  the 
eddy  accompanied  by  a  slight  elevation  of  the  sea 
surface  where  the  water  is  converging.  This  creates 
an  unstable  pressure  distribution  that  is  compensated 
in  two  ways:  (3)  by  a  return  drift  toward  the  peri¬ 
phery  of  tite  eddy  in  the  water  underneath  the  wind- 
driven  surface  layer,  and  (2)  by  a  general  redistribu¬ 
tion  of  density  structure  to  equalize  the  vertical  pres¬ 
sure.  In  other  words  there  is  a  tendency  for  readjust¬ 
ment  of  density  surfaces  so  that  the  pressure  on  the 
underlying  deep  water  caused  by  the  weight  of  water 
above  it  is  uniform,  and  any  tendency  to  increased 
weight  due  to  elevation  of  the  sea  surface  is  offset  by 
an  increase  in  depth  of  the  relatively  light  mixed 
layer.  Thus  the  light  water  accumulates  in  the  center 
of  such  a  convergence,  and  the  density  surfaces  slope 
down  toward  the  center  from  al!  sides,  giving  rise  to 
a  permanent  lens-shaped  body  of  warm  water. 

This  situation  is  stable  only  insofar  as  it  is  main¬ 
tained.  bv  the  force  of  the  wind.  If  the  latter  ceased, 
the  warm  water  would  spread  out  in  an  even  layer 
over  the  surface  in  the  same  manner  as  described  in 
Figures  7  and  8.  In  this  respect  it  is  similar  to  an  eddy 
of  warm  water  maintained  by  surface  heating,  which, 
as  has  been  seen,  is  permanent  only  by  the  action  of 
an  external  agency. 

The  similarity  does  not  end  these,  however.  In 
each  case  there  is  an  elevation  of  the  sea  surface  and 
deformation  of  density  surfaces,  resulting  in  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  a  pressure  gradient  which  in  turn  pro¬ 
duces  a  current  flowing  at  right  angles  to  it.  All  these 
factors  are  interrelated— the  difference  in  density  be¬ 
tween  the  warm  water  above  and  the  colder  water 
below,  the  slope  of  the  thermodine  (as  influenced  by 
latitude),  and  the  velocity  of  the  current  produced. 
The  relationship  can  be  expressed  by  a  mathematical 
formula,  so  that  by  measuring  the  vertical  density 
structure  of  ocean  waters,  if  is  possible  to  determine 
the  direction  and  velocity  of  currents.  Current,  sys¬ 
tems  are  commonly  studied  in  this  way,  for  actual 
measurements  of  the  currents  are  very  inaccurate  un¬ 
less  the  vessel  is  equipped  for  anchoring  in  deep 
water,  and  even  so  they  are  difficult  and  laborious. 
The  principle  of  determining  ocean  currents  from 
the  density  structure  of  the  sea,  which  is  generally 
known  as  the  Bjerknes  Circulation  Theory,  is  one 
of  the  most  important  contributions  to  modern 
oceanography. 


But  as  indicated  above,  while  the  mathematical 
relations  of  currents  with  the  density  structure  of  the 
water  are  always  about  the  same,  the  causal  relation¬ 
ships  are  often  inextricably  mixed.  The  wind  may 
set  up  a  current,  and  the  transport  that  results  wili 
cause  the  density  surfaces  to  slope.  Contrariwise,  den¬ 
sity  slopes  that  result  from  heating  or  cooling  proc¬ 
esses  will  cause  a  current  to  be  formed.  Often  both 
processes  are  involved,  and  some  of  the  most  power¬ 
ful  ocean  currents  are  those  in  which  the  prevailing 
winds  and  the  density  distribution  work  together. 

1AA  Wind  Transport 

In  the  open  ocean  many  of  the  permanent  currents 
move  in  roughly  the  same  direction  as  the  prevailing 
winds  and  arc  primarily  wind-driven.  It  is  obvious 
that  these  currents  are  deep  and  powerful  and  that 
huge  amounts  of  momentum  are  involved.  But  such 
basic  questions  as  how  long  a  wind  must  blow  lie  fore 
a  current,  becomes  established  and  in  what  direction 
this  current  will  flow  still  must  he  dealt  with  largely 
on  the  basis  of  theory,  for  few  satisfactory  field  studies 
have  been  made. 

Tiic  classical  theory  of  wind  currents  was  advanced 
largely  on  the  basis  of  mathematical  calculations,  and 
although  it  has  since  been  refined  and  modified, 
it  is  best  to  begin  by  discussing  it  in  its  simple 
form.  The  theory  assumes  a  limitless,  deep  ocean  in 
which  there  is  no  change  in  density  with  depth.  The 
force  of  the  wind  sets  up  a  drift  current  in  the  surface 
water.  As  soon  as  the  water  is  set  in  motion  it  is  acted 
upon  by  Coriolis  force,  and  when  steady-state  condi¬ 
tions  are  reached  the  resultant  current  at  the  surface 
is  45  degrees  to  the  right  of  the  downwind  direction 
in  the  Northern  Hemisphere  and  to  the  left  in  die 
Southern.  The  water  below  the  surface  is  dragged 
along -by  friction,  the  velocity  decreasing  with  in¬ 
creasing  depth,  and  the  direction  of  motion  swinging 
more  and  more  to  the  right.  This  is  the  so-called 
Ekman  spiral  (Figure  H),  named  after  the  author  of 
the  theory.  If  the  degree  of  frictional  drag,  or  so-called 
eddy  viscosity,  is  constant  with  depth  as  assumed  in 
the  calculations,  then  it  can  be  shown  mathemat¬ 
ically  that  the  net  transport  of  the  wind-driven  sur¬ 
face  layer  will  be  90  degrees  to  the  right  of  the  wind 
(in  the  Northern  Hemisphere).  It  is  believed  that  this 
sort  of  motion  will  become  established  within  about 
32  hours  of  the  onset  of  a  steady  wind.  Earlier  the 
flow  will  be  more  nearly  in  a  downwind  direction. 
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This  situation  is  complicated  by  the  fact  that  wind 
transport  is  always  accompanied  by  wave  transport. 
Furthermore  it  is  associated  with  a  considerable 
amount  of  vertical  turbulence,  frequently  with  the 
formatiosi  of  convection  cel  Ss  of  the  kind  described  in 
Section  5.2.1,  which  produce  some  mixing  to  the 
hot  tom  of  the  isothermal  layer.  Moreover,  it  has  been 
observed  that  in  the  conveniences  of  convection  cells 

Cl 

the  surface  water  moves  downwind  at  a  considerably 
more  rapid  rate  than  in  the  divergences.  This  can 
sometimes  be  seen  on  a  cold  day  by  observing  the 
bubbles  and  foam  on  the  sea  surface.  Since  the  flow 
of  water  in  response  to  the  wind  is  uneven  and  since 
mass  vertical  motions  occur  in  the  convective  layer,  it 
is  dear  that  the  mathematical  assumptions  oversim¬ 
plified  the  actual  movements  of  water  in  the  wind- 
driven  surface  layer. 

Furthermore,  when  water  is  transported  by  the 
wind,  other  water  tends  to  take  its  place  (compensat¬ 
ing  currents),  while  ahead  of  the  current,  watt  ids 
to  be  pushed  forward  and  j.  lied  up,  leading  to  a  slight 
elevation  of  (tie  sea  surface  and  a  depression  of  the 
thermocline  to  the  right  of  the  wind.  This  causes  the 
development  of  a  deeper  current,  commonly  known 
as  a  gradient  current,  according  to  the.  principles  of 
the  Circulation  theory,  which  flows  at  mid-depths 
parallel  to  the  wind  direction  and  below  the  Ekman 
spiral.  When  compensating  and  gradient  currents 
have  been  set  up,  they  seriously  affect  the  direction  of 
the  original  wind-driven  current,  and  the  wind-drift 
theory  in  its  simplest  form  is  no  longer  completely 
correct.  Thus  it  is  argued  that  when  a  steady  state  has 
been  reached,  the  deflection  of  the  surface  water  from 
the  downwind  direction  will  be  reduced  by  perhaps 
half  the  45  degrees  called  for  by  the  simple  theory, 
and  indeed  its  the  trade  wind  belts,  at  least,  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  to  demonstrate  that  the  current  at  the  surface  is 
at  an  angle  of  roughly  15  to  20  degrees  to  the  right  of 
the  wind. 

For  the  present  purposes,  however,  what  is  particu¬ 
larly  important  to  subsurface  warfare  is  not  so  much 
'he  question  of  the  exact  direction  of  flow  or  velocity, 
but  rather  a  general  understanding  of  the  way  in 
which  local  variability  of  the  winds  can  transport  the 
surface  water  and  sometimes  curry  warmer  water  over 
colder  and  vice  versa,  thus  radically  affecting  sound 
conditions.  Moreover,  wind  transport  and  the  asso¬ 
ciated  gradient  currents  may  in  some  cases  move  con¬ 
siderable  masses  of  the  warm  surface  layer,  piling  it 
up  and  thickening  the  isothermal  layer  (convergence) 


or  spreading  it  out  and  reducing  the  amount  of 
mixed  water  (divergence). 

The  effects  in  the  open  ocean  of  convergence  and 
divergence  on  a  large  scale  are  evident  on  the  sum¬ 
mer-season  sonar  charts  (see  Figures  9  and  30  in 
Chapter  5).  In  the  latitude  of  westerly  winds,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  the  sound  conditions  are  generally  tetter  on 
the  lee  side  oi  the  ocean  than  on  the  windward.  Like¬ 
wise,  in  the  trade  wind  belt  sound  conditions  in  the 
west  arc  relatively  good,  for  example  in  the  Carib¬ 
bean. 

MAJOR  CURRENT  SYSTEMS 
OF  THE  EARTH 

Figure  15  is  a  chart  of  the  major  surface  currents  of 
the  oceans.  For  the  most  part  their  position  shifts 
only  slightly  with  the  seasons,  although  in  the  north¬ 
ern  part  of  the  Indian  Ocean  and  along  the  China 
coast  the  direction  of  their  flow  is  actually  reversed. 
Here  they  are  shown  in  their  midwinter  position. 

If  Figure  15  is  compared  with  previously  published 
current  charts  a  marked  difference  will  be  noted. 
Most  current  charts  show  the  average  direction  and 
strength  of  all  available  drift  measurements  for  each 
small  area  of  the  ocean,  usually  supplemented  by  in¬ 
ferences  from  the  more  numerous  wind  observations. 
As  a  result  they  make  the  currents  appear  broad  arid 
diffuse  and  closely  dependent  on  prevailing  local 
winds.  It  is  not.  always  easy  from  such  a  chart  to  dis¬ 
tinguish  dearly  between  the  central  portions  of  the 
major  eddies,  where  the  direction  of  drift  is  relatively 
haphazard,  and  the  edges  of  those  eddies  where  one 
finds  true  currents  involving  significant  transport  in 
a  nearly  constant  direction  and  enough  momentum 
to  leave  them  unchanged  by  occasional  periods  of 
opposing  winds. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  in  Figure  15  to  show  by 
the  continuous  lines  where  the  direction  of  Mow  is 
most  persistent,  and  to  group  these  lines  iota  band;, 
outlining  the  edges  of  eddy  movement  in  order  to 
indicate  where  the  currents  arc  most  clearly  defined. 
The  spacing  d  the  lines  cannot,  however,  be  taken 
as  an  exact  measure  either  of  constancy  or  of  speed, 
and  it  should  be  noted  that  the  Mercator  projection 
makes  them  appear  widely  separated  in  the  West 
Wind  Drift,  which  is  actually  a  fairly  strong  current. 

lire  courses  and  speeds  of  the  currents  at  the  sur¬ 
face  are  well  known  through  ships’  observations,  and 
oceanographers  have  studied  the  fiow  at  greater 
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MAJOR  CURRENT  SYSTEMS  OF  THE  EARTH 


of  circulation,  showing  the  density  structure  and  the 
direction  of  the  currents  in  a  combined  wind-driven 
eddy  and  sinking  center. 

It  is  important  to  consider  the  density  structure  of 
the  ocean?  in  relation  to  the  currents,  since  it  is  not 
only  essential  for  proper  understanding  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  btu  also  has  practical  implications  from  tine 
standpoint  of  echo  ranging.  For  this  purpose  refer¬ 
ence  is  made  to  previous  figures  (9  and  10,  Chapter  5) 
which  showed  layer  depth  contours  taken  from  the 
sonar  charts  for  December  to  February  and  June  to 
August.  These  are  in  a  sense  a  superficial  picture  of 
the  density  distribution  of  the  sea,  but  they  are  ade¬ 
quate  for  the  present  purposes.  Winter  conditions 
(Figure  9,  Northern  Hemisphere;  Figure  10,  South¬ 
ern)  are  particularly  useful  for  examining  the  density 
structure  in  relation  to  currents. 

In  the  eddy  currents  centering  in  mid-latitudes,  the 
density  surfaces  slop.'  downward  toward  the  right  in 
the  Northern  Hemisphere  and  the  left  In  the  South¬ 
ern  as  is  expected  according  to  theory.  Thus  in  the 
center  of  the  eddies,  layer  depths  are  greater  than 
around  the  outer  edges  of  the  currents,  and  the  win¬ 
ter  sound  ranges  are  correspondingly  better.  On  the 
edges  of  the  currents  the  warm  water  is  often  found 
as  a  shallow  wedge  over  colder  and  less  saline  water. 
This  condition  is  further  shown  by  ba  thy  thermo¬ 
grams  of  the  Florida  Current  and  of  the  Gulf  Stream 
further  north  (Figures  39  and  20).  The  negative  tem¬ 
perature  gradients  at  the  edge  of  the  current  make 
echo  ranging  conditions  poorer  than  they  are  either 
in  the  main  body  of  the  current  to  the  right  or  in  the 
colder  slope  water,  as  it  is  called,  to  the  left.  With 
northerly  or  westerly  winds  the  slope  water  is  forced 
to  overlie  the  warmer  and  more  saline  Gulf  Stream 
water  disrupting  the  normal  temperature  structure, 
producing  temporary  positive  gradients,  and  setting 
up  eddies  that  lead  to  complex  and  variable  tempera¬ 
ture  conditions.  For  all  these  reasons  the  edges  of 
such  a  current  arc  poor  and  variable  from  the  anti¬ 
submarine  standpoint. 


Figure  18.  Diagram  of  typical  ocean  circulation; 
driven  eddy  and  subpolar  convergence. 


depths,  partly  by  direct  observation  and  to  a  larger 
extent  by  determinations  of  the  density  structure. 
The  velocity  of  the  currents  is  greatest  near  the  sur¬ 
face  where  in  a  few  places  they  reach  a  speed  of  3  or 
4  knots.  The  greatest  depth  at  which  a  significant 
amount  of  flow  can  be  detected  varies  with  each  cur¬ 
rent  and  m  different  parts  of  the  same  current,  but  in 
some  cases  this  depth  is  greater  than  a  mile.  It  is  ap¬ 
parent  therefore  that  the  larger  currents  carry  huge 
volumes  of  water.  For  example,  the  total  transport  of 
the  Gull  Stream  in  the  latitude  of  Chesapeake  Bay  is 
approximately  100  million  tons  a  second. 

In  examining  the  currents  it  is  worth  while  to  com¬ 
pare  them  with  the  wind  systems  of  the  world  (Fig¬ 
ures  16  and  17),  which  are  similar  in  many  respects 
and  are  to  a  large  degree  responsible  for  the  general 
pattern  of  the  currents.  This  is  particularly  true  of 
the  west  wind  drift  in  the  Antarctic  and  of  the  North 
and  South  Equatorial  Currents  which  lie  in  the  trade 
wind  belts.  The  latter  currents  form  part  of  the  great 
eddies  centering  in  mid-latitudes,  clockwise  in  the 
Northern  Hemisphere,  and  counterclockwise  in  the 
Southern,  corresponding  to  the  prevailing  wind  di¬ 
rection.  Since  they  are  primarily  wind-driven,  they 
are  swiftest  at  the  surface.  In  the  main  thermocline 
and  the  upper  part  of  the  deep  water  layer,  horizontal 
eddy-type  of  motion  gradually  decreases  with  depth, 
giving  way  io  slower  deep  water  transport. 

These  eddies  take  the  general  form  described  ir* 
the  preceding  section,  and  together  with  sinking 
centers  in  higher  latitudes  they  set  the  dominant  pat¬ 
tern  of  the  current  systems  of  each  ocean  basin.  Fig- 
ure  18  is  a  diagrammatic  representation  of  the  scheme 
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Figure  19.  Series  of  ba  thy  thermogra ms  across  the  Florida 
Current. 
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in  summer  (Southern  Hemisphere,  Figure  9: 
Northern,  Figure  10  of  Chapter  5)  the  development 
of  the  seasonal  thermodines  obscures  this  general 
picture  of  density  structure  in  the  central  basins,  as 
shown  in  the  sonar  charts.  The  current  systems  and 
their  relationship  to  the  main  thermocline  are  ap¬ 
proximately  the  same,  but  they  do  not  benefit  sound 
ranging  conditions  in  the  center  of  the  great  eddies. 
«  here,  as  well  as  in  the  waters  beyond  the  edge  of  the 
currents,  seasonal  warming  shortens  sound  ranges. 
Where  the  current  is  strongest,  the  turbulence  de¬ 
veloped  aids  the  vertical  distribution  of  heat,  hence 
the  best  sound  ranging  conditions  in  the  summer  are 
found  in  areas  where  there  ate  currents.  I  his  ts  'par- 
tirularlv  true  of  currents  that  are  partly  or  largely 
wind-driven  so  that  the  effects  of  wind-generated  tur¬ 
bulence  and  turbulent  flow  are  combined.  However, 
sonar  conditions  are  also  good  in  such  places  as  the 
Florida  Straits  where  the  wind  is  light  and  variable  in 
summer  and  does  not  affect  the  current  appreciably. 

Within  the  North  and  South  Equatorial  Currents 
the  density  surfaces  slope  down  toward  the  north  in 
the  Northern  Hemisphere  and  to  the  south  in  the 
Southern  Hemisphere  (Figure  21),  and  wafer  is  trans¬ 
ported  rot  only  westward  but  also  away  from  the 
equator  on  both  sides.  Therefore  where  these  cur¬ 
rents  border  on  the  equatorial  doldrum  belt  the 
thermocline  is  shallow,  and  hence  echo  ranging  con¬ 
ditions  are  relatively  poor  in  the  doldrums.  At  the 
same  time  the  steady  blowing  of  the  trade  winds 
exerts  enough  stress  on  the  sea  surface  to  raise  the 
sea  level  slightly  (in  the  Atlantic  ocean  it  is  about  2i/2 
inches  per  thousand  miles)  in  a  westward  direction 
along  the  equator.  The  equatorial  countercurrents 
found  in  the  doldrums  result  as  a  downslope  flow  in 
the  zone  where  the  winds  maintaining  the  slope  .Ti  e 
absent. 


In  the  snbairtic  regions  of  both  the  Atlantic  and 
the  Pacific  oceans,  the  dominant  feature  is  a  group 
of  counterclockwise  currents  set  up  around  the  so- 
called  sinking  centers.  The  depression  of  the  density 
surfaces  and  the  thickening  of  the  mixed  layer  that 
accompany  these  convergences  make  sound  ranging 
conditions  good  except  when  strong  winds  interfere, 
or  when  lateral  eddies  between  water  masses  of  dif¬ 
ferent  temperature  and  salinity  produce  confused 
negative  and  positive  gradients. 

In  the  Southern  Hemisphere,  sinking  of  surface 
water  derived  from  the  tropics  also  occurs,  blit  be¬ 
cause  of  the  strong  circumpolar  currents  which  are 
caused  by  the  prevailing  westerly  winds  and  are  un¬ 
impeded  by  the  presence  of  land  masses  as  in  the 
Arctic,  sinking  occurs  in  a  more  or  less  continuous 
band  at  a  latitude  of  about  50  to  60°  S,  rather  than  in 
localized  centers.  From  this  convergence  southward, 
layer  depths  are  almost  invariably  great  enough  for 
good  echo  ranging,  but  the  effective  sound  range  is 
frequently  reduced  by  strong  winds. 

The  actual  differences  in  density  in  the  converg¬ 
ences  arc  generally  slight,  and  while  presumably  a 
certain  amount  of  sinking  of  heavier  water  occurs  all 
the  time  in  one  part  of  the  area  or  another,  it  seems 
probable  that  it  is  a  highly  variable  phenomenon, 
much  influenced  by  local  water  movements  and 
weather.  Ordinarily  sinking  occurs  at  the  boundary 
between  two  water  masses  of  slightly  different  tem¬ 
perature  arid  salinity.  Pronounced  downward  move¬ 
ment  of  water  is  favored  by  a  wind  that  transports 
heavy  water  over  a  mass  of  lighter  water,  or  bv  cold, 
calm  weather  that  permits  considerable  masses  of  un¬ 
stable  water  to  develop  at  the  surface  before  they 
begin  to  sink. 

No  measurements  have  been  made  of  the  down- 
warti  currents  that  result,  and  there  is  only  the 
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Fioukk  21.  Profiles  showing  isotherms  across  the  Equatorial  Currents  in  the  Pacific. 

vaguest  information  about  their  size  and  form,  but  when  a  submarine  goes  too  near  the  lower  limit  of  a 
evidence  of  their  existence  has  been  observed  from  supporting  density  gradient.  Varying  thickness  and 
surface  vessels.  Sinking  ordinarily  occurs  in  a  band  amount  of  tempe  rature  change  in  the  thermocline  is 
a  few  yards  wide  and  perhaps  as  much  as  several  no  doubt  responsible  for  some  of  the  instances  re- 
miles  long.  It  has  the  choppy  appearance  of  a  tide  ported.  On  the  other  hand,  sometimes  the  submarine 
rip  and  may  be  lull  ol  seaweed  and  other  debris  sinks  very  rapidly  and  checks  its  descent  with  great, 
brought  into  it  hv  the  converging  surface  currents,  difficulty  and  at  a  dangerous  depth.  In  such  a  case  it 
1  he  downdraft  is  strong  enough  to  carry  down  debris  may  have  encountered  a  convergence  in  which  not 
of  slight  buoyancy,  and  the  surface  currents  may  be  only  is  there  no  increase  in  density  with  depth,  but 
strong  enough  to  hold  a  drifting  vessel  in  thcconvcrg-  also  there  is  a  downward  current  of  water  com  par* 
ence  in  spite  ol  a  crosswind.  able  to  downdrafts  in  the  air  that  cause  airplanes  to 

Such  convergences  are  probably  important  from  lose  altitude.  From  what  is  known  about  the  shape  of 
the  standpoint  of  diving  operations.  Submariners  use  these  convergences,  it  seems  likely  that  a  submarine 
the  term  fresh  packet  for  a  place  where  the  vessel  held  in  one  for  any  length  of  time  has  come  into  it  on 
suddenly  and  for  no  obvious  reason  begins  to  sink  a  nearly  parallel  course  and  should  therefore  change 
and  requires  reballasting.  This  can  happen  any  time  course  about  90  degrees  to  escape. 
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WINDS  AND  WAVES 

The  great  permanent  wind-driven  currents  occur 
only  in  those  parts  o £  the  oceans  where  winds 
blow  fairly  constantly  in  one  direction.  Local  varia¬ 
tions,  particularly  in  latitudes  where  there  is  a  suc¬ 
cession  of  low-  and  high-pressure  areas  with  con¬ 
stantly  shifting  winds,  do  not  lead  to  pronounced 
transport.  When,  as  frequently  happens,  permanent 
currents  traverse  such  areas,  it  is  only  by  virtue  of 
their  hydraulic  head. 

Local  winds  do  not  appear  to  be  very  effective  in 
producing  convergences  and  divergences,  even  on  a 
small  scale.  In  the  open  ocean  the  pattern  of  winds 
around  a  moving  low-pressure  area  would,  in  theory, 
cause  divergence,  that  is,  a  lessening  of  the  thickness 
of  the  warm  surface  layer  near  the  of  die  wind 

system  On  the  other  hand,  as  a  low-pressure  area 
passes,  the  winds  usually  increase  in  strength.  Per¬ 
haps  the  two  effects  cancel.  At  any  rate  in  looking 
over  the  summer  bathythermograms,  one  does  not 
gain  the  impression  that  gradual  variations  in  the 
thickness  of  the  wind-stirred  layer  are  produced  by 
passing  wind  systems. 

A  much  more  obvious  effect  of  the  winds  is  to 
transform  horizontal  temperature  gradients  into 
vertical  gradients.  Because  the  temperature  of  the 
wind  stirred  surface  layer  increases,  gradually  from 
north  to  south  in  the  Northern  Hemisphere,  a  south¬ 
erly  wind  wilt  often  cause  warmer  water  to  overlie 
colder  water.  The  opposite  is  not  so  often  true,  unless 
die  horizontal  gradient  is  very  sharp,  for  a  north 
wind  is  usually  a  relatively  cold  wind  and  therefore 
effect  ive  in  maintaining  a  deep  mixed  layer.  In  any 
case,  unless  there  is  also  a  horizontal  salinity  gra¬ 
dient,  a  north  wind  would  tend  to  produce  an  un¬ 
stable  situation. 

Of  much  greater  practical  importance  is  the  effect 
of  local  winds  on  waves  and  vertical  mixing.  Areas 
where  winds  are  variable  are  also  variable  from  the 
standpoint  of  echo  ranging.  During  occasional  vio¬ 
lent  storms,  echo  ranges  arc  reduced  by  heavy  seas. 
There  is  also  more  calm  weather,  particularly  in 
summer,  so  that  "afternoon  effect”  and  shallow' 
mixed  layers  are  common.  Thus  on  the  average, 
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sound  conditions  are  poorer  in  the.  mid-latitudes 
than  in  regions  such  as  the  trades  where  there  are 
steady,  moderate  winds.  Oti  the  other  hand  they  are 
generally  better  than  in  the  subpolar  regions  where 
winds  of  gale  force  interfere  with  echo  ranging  most 
of  the  time. 

In  its  total  aspect  the  state  of  the  sea  depends  on 
many  factors:  on  the  velocity  of  the  wind,  the  length 
of  time  it  has  been  blowing,  and  the  fetch  (the  dis¬ 
tance  upwind  that  the  speed  and  direction  remain 
roughly  the  same);  on  whether  the  wind  is  rising  or 
falling;  on  the  temperature  of  the  air  and  the  differ¬ 
ence  in  temperature  between  the  air  and  the  water 
However,  of  all  these.  A.;-  velocity  ot  the  wind  «  by 
hi  tbu  .inosi  important.  The  average  seasonal  and 
geographic  variations  of  the  wind  force  are  well 
known,  and  climatic  atlases  summarize  the  informa¬ 
tion  in  a  more  or  less  convenient  form.  Figures  1  and 
2  show  the  frequency  of  winds  stronger  than  force  6 
(Beaufort)  in  wittier  and  in  summer.  The  incidence 
of  strong  winds,  as  well  as  the  temperature  gradient 
near  the  surface,  is  considered  in  preparing  the  Peri¬ 
scope-Depth  Range  Sonar  Charts. 

»•*  EDDIES 

Currents  throw  off  eddies  which  vary  in  size  from 
a  few  miles  to  perhaps  75  miles  in  diameter,  large 
ones  being  common  on  either  side  of  the  Gulf  Stream 
between  Cape  Hattcras  and  the  Grand  Batiks.  North 
of  the  current  the  eddies  contain  relatively  warm 
water  near  the  surface  and  are  easily  detected.  Those 
to  the  south  of  the  Gulf  Stream  contain  water  which 
is  only  slightly  warmer  than  that  already  in  the  in¬ 
vaded  area,  but  the  larger  of  these  eddies  can  be 
made  out  from  the  trend  of  the  deeper  isotherms. 
From  the  acoustical  standpoint  the  edges  of  eddies 
arc  much  the  same  as  the  edge  of  the  current  itself.  A 
shallow  layer  of  one  temperature  will  be  found  oyer- 
lying  a  layer  of  some  other  temperature. 

How  long  such  eddies  persist  and  retain  their  ther¬ 
mal  characteristics  near  the  surface  is  not  well 
known.  Large  eddies  near  the  Gulf  Stream  are  known 
to  have  persisted  for  more  than  a  month,  but  the  sur- 
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fare  velocities  when  they  first  form  may  be  as  much 
as  2  knots.  Presumably  smaller  eddies  have  much  less 
momentum  and  soon  die  down,  or  at  any  rate  their 
surface  characteristics  are  soon  destroyed  by  wind 
stirring.  However  this  may  be,  eddies  are  a  potential 
source  of  poor  and  variable  sound  conditions. 

Eddies  have  seldom  been  fully  delineated.  Usually 
a  single  line  of  temperature  observations  crosses  what 
might  be  a  roughly  circular  core  of  warmer  water  or 
a  tongue  of  warmer  water  extending  back  to  the 
source. 

83  INTERNAL  WAVES* 

The  waves  hitherto  considered  have  been  displace¬ 
ments  of  the  surface  of  the  sea.  However,  waves  can 
occur  not  only  in  the  air-water  boundary  but  also  in 
the  interface  between  strata  of  water  of  different  den¬ 
sity.  These  internal  waves,  as  they  are  called,  have 
been  observed  both  in  the  main  thermocline  and  in 
the  seasonal  thermocline.  Their  effect  on  subsurface 
warfare  has  not  yet  been  fully  investigated,  but  there 
is  no  doubt  that  they  are  responsible  for  some  of  the 
observed  variations  in  sonar  performance. 

1  he  difference  in  density  above  and  below  a  ther- 
tnodine  is  of  course  much  less  than  that  between  the 
air  and  water  at  the  surface  of  the  ocean.  Thus  a 
boundary  within  the  ocean  itself  can  lie  much  more 
easily  displaced  than  the  surface  of  the  sea,  and  the 
waves  in  the  boundary  set  up  with  correspondingly 
less  energy.  Theoretical  considerations  not  only  in- 

_ 3  A  memorandum  by  C.  W.  Ufford  of  UCDWR,  dated  May 
i5,  HH 5,  summarised  work  on  interna!  waves  and  provided  most 
of  the  information  in  this  section. 


dicate  that  such  waves  do  exist  but  also  predict  their 
properties.  The  waves  have  their  greatest  height  at 
the  interface  between  the  two  layers  and  their  am¬ 
plitude  diminishes  rapidly  above  and  below  it,  ap¬ 
proaching  zero  at  the  surface  and  bottom  of  the 
ocean.  T  he  theory  shows  further  that  internal  waves 
ran  be  lornied  not  only  at  a  boundary  where  the 
density  changes  abruptly  but  also  in  water  in  which 
the  change  is  more  gradual.  On  the  other  hand,  there 
are  no  internal  waves  in  homogeneous  water  in 
which  the  density  does  not  change  with  depth. 

T  hat  internal  waves  are  present  m  the  oretm  in 
fact  as  well  as  in  theory  has  been  proved  by  measuring 
the  variation  with  time  of  the  temperature,  salinity 
and  oxygen  content  at  various  depths,  Before  the 
war,  measurements  were  made  in  a  series  with  sample 
bottles  and  reversing  thermometers  from  an  an 
chored  or  slowly  drifting  ship.  As  each  lowering 
required  an  appreciable  time,  there  was  a  time  inter¬ 
val  of  more  than  1  hour  and  sometimes  as  much  as  2 
hours  between  successive  lowerings.  This  meant  that 
only  long  period  waves  could  lie  found  by  these 
methods. 

In  this  way  internal  waves  were  found  with  periods 
of  24  and  12  hours,  corresponding  to  the  periods  of 
the  tides,  and  with  heights  as  great  as  800  feet.  There 
was  some  evidence  of  waves  with  shorter  periods,  but 
tile  periods  found  by  this  method  had  to  be  at  least 
as  large  as  the  interval  of  1  to  2  hours  between  suc¬ 
cessive  lowerings. 

In  order  to  find  out  whether  there  were  any  waves 
of  shorter  period  it  was  necessary  to  make  lowerings 
in  much  mote  rapid  succession,  F or  this  purpose  the 
bathythermograph  [BT]  has  provided  a  greatly 
superior  instrument.  Series  of  lowerings  every  two 
minutes  foi  as  long  as  24  hours  have  been  made.  A 
few  ba  thy  thermograms  from  such  a  series  are  repro¬ 
duced  in  Figure  8  to  show  the  kind  of  variations  that 
are  obtained. 

It  is  convenient  to  represent  these  waves  graphi¬ 
cally  as  a  depth  curve  along-  which  the  temperature 
is  constant,  plotted  against  time.  In  an  ocean  with  no 
internal  waves,  these  hues  would  be  straight  and 
hoi  izontal;  but  owing  to  the  irregular  raising  and 
lowering  of  the  layers  by  the  internal  waves,  the  lines 
are  moved  up  or  down  until  they  represent  she  form 
oi  the  waves.  One  of  these  24-hour  seiies,  shown  in 
Figure  4  A  without  the  small-scale  features,  is  charac¬ 
teristic  of  all  the  records  that  have  been  obtained  off 
Sari  Diego.  The  tidal  period  is  evident  in  the  long 
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I'H.i'iu:  •!.  Interna!  waves  illustrated  In  plotting  (be  depth 
of  an  iso! hcim  against  time. 


sweep  of  the  curve.  Waves  o£  shorter  period  are  super¬ 
imposed  upon  the  waves  of  long  tidal  period.  The 
first  section  of  the  curve  of  Figure  4 A  is  reproduced 
on  a  larger  scale  in  Figure  4  B,  which  shows  the 
shorter  period  waves  oscillating  around  the  average 


curve  representing  the  tidal  period.  If,  in  figure  IB, 
the  curse  of  tidal  period  is  subtracted  from  the  shot  t 
period  curve,  the  resulting  waves  are  as  shown  in 
Figure  4C. 

In  addition  to  the  lowering  of  bathythermographs 
from  surface  sliips,  a  series  of  observations  made 
aboard  a  submarine  showed  that  while  balanced  on 
a  seasonal  thermocline  its  depth  varied  periodically, 
revealing  the  existence  of  internal  waves  with  periods 
of  8  to  10  minutes  and  heights  of  about  20  feet.  These 
observations  are  described  in  more  detail  in  the  sum¬ 
mary  volume  on  diving  control.  On  another  occasion, 
m  experiments  oil  San  liiego,  a  submerged  subma¬ 
rine  van  through  internal  waves,  maintaining  a  con¬ 
stant  depth  with  its  planes,  and  recorded  periodic 
variations  in  the  temperature  at  that  depth.  Calcula¬ 
tions  based  on  these  observations  indicated  that  the 
period  of  the  waves  was  about  5  minutes  and  the 
largest  height  28  feet. 

Experiments  have  aiso  been  made  to  find  the 
velocity  and  length  of  internal  waves,  in  order  to  do 
this  it  is  necessary  to  make  BT  lowerings  simultane¬ 
ously  from  at  least  three  positions  on  the  same  ship 
or  from  three  ships  anchored  in  a  triangle,  The  re¬ 
sults  of  measurements  made  thus  far  suggest  that  the 
waves  travel  with  a  speed  of  about  half  a  knot  and 
have  wave  lengths,)!'  about  250  yards.  Figure  5  shows 
a  set  of  observations  made  aboard  a  single  ship  with 
BT  installations  at  the  bow,  amidships,  and  at  the 
stern.  'The  order  in  which  the  curves  on  the  Jigure 
progress  indicates  that  the  waves  came  from  the  di¬ 
rection  in  which  the  ship  was  heading  and  succes¬ 
sively  passed  under  the  three  installations. 

The  practical  consequences  of  internal  waves  in 
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submarine  operations  are  discussed  in  the  summary 
volume  on  diving.  The  very  important  acoustical 
consequences  have  only  gradual!  and  quite  recently 
become  apparent. 

With  the  passage  of  each  internal  wave  the  depth 
o!  the  nearly  isothermal  surface  layer  varies.  Because 
of  the  changes  both  in  layer  depth  and  in  the  strength 
of  the  underlying  negative  gradient,  the  assured 
range  can  be  expected  to  vary.  Thus  internal  waves 
are  one  cause  of  variability  in  maximum  ranges,  al¬ 
though  not  a  particularly  serious  one.  It  would  not 
be  surprising,  for  example,  to  find  that  the  range  on 
a  submarine  lx- low  layer  depth  varied  ShO  or  300 
yards  front  one  attack  to  the  next  because  of  the 
effect  of  an  internal  wave,  but  variations  much 
greater  than  this  would  be  fairly  uncommon.  Thus, 
over  a  period  of  several  hours,  the  variations  in  maxi¬ 
mum  range  caused  by  oscillations  of  layer  depth 
would  be  no  greater  than  those  produced  by  other 
variables  such  as  submarine  aspect.  Occasionally  as 
the  crests  or  troughs  of  the  longer  period  (12  hours  or 
so)  waves  passed,  the  sound  conditions  might  change 
significantly,  hut  finder  operating  conditions  hori¬ 
zontal  temperature  gradients  could  have  as  great  an 
effect  in  any  such  period  of  time. 

It  seems  probable,  however,  that  internal  waves 
affect  sound  transmission  in  still  another  way. 

Every  sound  operator  and  antisubmarine  warfare 
officer  is  well  aware  of  the  fact  that  there  is  a  great 
variability  in  the  quality  of  submarine  contacts 
which  cannot  readily  be  explained  by  the  routine 
BT  classification.  One  attack  may  be  spoiled  by  lack 
of  information  due  to  the  intermittent  and  mushy 
quality  of  the  echoes,  and  the  next  attack,  under  ap¬ 
parently  identical  conditions,  may  be  a  good  one. 
Theory  suggests  that  internal  waves  may  be  at  least 
partly  responsible  for  such  variability.  The  simple 
refraction  theory  is  based  on  the  assumption  that  the 
temperature  strata  are  essentially  horizontal  out  to 
the  limit  of  sound  beam  penetration.  This  assump¬ 
tion  is  obviously  not  correct  when  internal  waves  are 
present. 

As  the  sound  beam  travels  nearly  horizontally  at  or 
near  layer  depth,  there  will  be  regions  behind  each 
wave  in  the  surface  of  the  thermociine  where  little 
ot  no  sound  strikes  the  thermociine,  since  it  has  been 
bent  down  by  striking  the  slope  of  the  wave  facing 
the  projector.  This  means  that  sound  is  removed 
from  pin  ts  of  the  sound  field  where  it  would  appear 
if  the  thermociine  were  entirely  level  On  the  other 


hand,  internal  waves  could  in  some  cases  account  for 
tile  penetration  of  sound  into  areas  where  the  simple 
refraction  theory  would  predict  a  shadow  zone.  As 
the  internal  waves  progress  all  these  effects  will  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  variability  that  is  one  of  the  most  strik¬ 
ing  characteristics  of  the  sound  field. 


MICROSTRUCTURE 


Attempts  to  measure  very  small-scale  thermal 
structure  in  the  open  ocean  are  beset  with  very  great 
difficulties.  The  rolling  and  pitching  of  the  ship,  and 
ii*  waging  nf  the  thermometer  on  its 'supporting 
cable  are  only  a  few  of  the  obstacles  which  have  to  be 
overcome  in  order  to  distinguish  between  vertical 
and  horizontal  gradients.  Nevertheless,  there  is  a 
good  deal  of  more  or  less  indirect  evidence  that  small 
but  sharp  temperature  gradients  exist  in  the  water 
which  may  serve  to  scatter  sound, 

!«  die  first  place,  even  the  BT,  crude  as  it  is  for 
studying  small-scale  thermal  structure,  occasionally 
shows  up  surprising  detail,  which  is  reproduced  in 
both  the  up  and  the  down  traces,  and  is  therefore 
vertical  structure.  Figure  6  is  a  magnified  reproduc¬ 
tion  of  BT  traces  taken  in  Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba, 
which  show  pronounced  development  of  successive 
strata  of  water,  each  with  a  relatively  uniform  tem¬ 
perature  and  separated  from  the  next  by  a  sharp  dis¬ 
continuity.  The  lowerings  were  made  slowly  on  a 
hand-line  paid  out  from  a  dinghy  in  order  to  record 
the  temperature  with  the  greatest  possible  accuracy 
and  freedom  from  vibration.  In  each  figure  the  down 
trace  is  on  the  right  and  the  up  trace  on  the  left. 
Failure  of  the  traces' to  coincide  is  due  to  lag  in  the 
thermal  response  of  the  instrument  used  and  to  the 
fact  that  it  was  hauled  in  more  quickly  than  it  was 
paid  out.  which  tended  to  smooth  the  temperature 
traces.  Nevertheless,  there  is  sufficient  agreement  in 
each  pair  of  traces  to  leave  little  doubt  that  valid 
measurements  of  vertical  structure  were  obtained. 

Measurements  of  vertical  sound  velocity  gradients2 
reveal  small-scale  variations  which  are  presumably 
largely  due  to  temperature  changes  and  therefore  are 
indicative  of  thermal  microslructure,  The  observa¬ 
tional  method  used  did  not  pm  hide  the  possibility 
that  part  of  the  recorded  variations  were  caused  hv 
vertical  oscillations  of  the  instrument  through  the 
water  or  by  horizontal  gradients,  but  comparison  of 
down  and  up  traces  shows  that  some  vertical  micro- 
structure  existed.  However,  the  interest  in  this  work 
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docs  not  lie  in  its  accuracy  as  a  means  of  studying 
mkrostructure  but  rather  in  the  fact  that  it  is  a  con¬ 
crete  demonstration  of  the  existence  of  small  scale 
variations  in  velocity  within  the  sound  field  which 
can  be  in  part  responsible  for  variability  in  sound 
transmission. 

Attempts  to  measure  small-scale  horizontal  struc¬ 
ture  have  not  been  very  successful,  although  it  is 
fairly  dear  that  near  the  surface  convection  ceils, 
when  they  are  well  developed,  must  cause  just  such 
thermal  structure.  The  temperature  increase  has 
been  measured3  between  depths  of  S  and  20  milli¬ 
meters  and  has  been  found  to  be  as  much  as  1.8  F, 
averaging  about  0.8  F.  This  gives  sonic  idea  of  the 
maximum  degree  of  thermal  instability  that  can  arise 
through  surface  cooling  and  of  the  maximum 
amount  of  horizontal  variation  that  might  be  ex¬ 
pected  when  site  surface  water  drains  into  the  con¬ 
vergences  of  convection  ceils.  Thus  far  no  accurate 
measurements  have  been  made  of  the  temperature 
differences  within  these  convergences,  although  in 
horizontal  temperature  measurements  at  various 


depths  some  evidence  has  been  reported4  of  small- 
scale  cyclical  variations  of  about  0.02  degree  occur¬ 
ring  about  every  ten  yards  in  waters  that  were  in¬ 
vestigated  off  San  Diego,  as  well  as  occasional  larger 
discontinuities  of  the  order  of  0.5  degree. 

The  acoustic  effect  of  microstructure  has  not  yet 
been  measured  accurately,  but  qualitatively  it  is 
fairly  obvious  how  it.  affects  sound  transmission.  A 
.steplike  ihemioclme  of  the  kind  pictured  in  Figure 
6  is  in  reality  a  series  of  little  thermoclines  of  varying 
degrees  of  steepness.  Moreover,  they  are  not  horizon¬ 
tally  continuous  throughout  the  entire  sound  field 
because  every  BT  lowering  .shows  a  slightly  different 
pattern.  The  combined  effect  is  that  the  individual 
refraction  paths  of  sound  rays  are  highly  variable, 
leading  to  irregular  variations  in  intensity  within  the 
sound  field.  Probably  microstructure  is  one  of  the. 
more  important  causes  of  varying  intensity  from  one 
echo  to  the  next,  as  contrasted  with  the  internal 
waves  previously  discussed,  which  would  be  more 
likely  to  produce  larger  scale  fluctuations  of  a  more 
regular  nature  over  a  period  of  several  pings. 
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Near  most  continental  coast  lines  the  vertical 
structure  of  the  water  column  is  so  different  from 
that  prevailing  in  the  open  ocean  as  to  warrant  sep¬ 
arate  discussion.  This  is  especially  true  of  coasts  hav¬ 
ing  a  broad  continental  shelf,  where  large  or  many 
rivers  drain  into  the  sea,  or  where  offshore  winds 
prevail.  In  general,  the  situation  in  coastal  waters 
tends  to  be  specialized  through  one  or  more  of  these 
causes.  Vertical  gradients  of  temperature  and  salinity 
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the  seasonal  changes  are  usually  greater  also.  The 
100-fathom  contour  roughly  marks  the  boundary  be¬ 
tween  coastal  and  offshore  water,  although  in  special 
circumstances  water  which  is  clearly  of  coastal  origin 
can  be  encountered  100  miles  or  more  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  continental  shelf.  The  currents  in 
coastal  waters,  which  are  caused  by  density  gradients 
and  by  local  winds  and  tides,  are  complex  and  inter¬ 
esting  oceanographically  and  highly  important  from 
a  practical  standpoint  both  in  navigation  and  in 
echo  ranging.  The  type  of  bottom  also  is  influential 
in  determining  whether  sound  ranges  will  be  im¬ 
proved  by  multiple  reflections  or  will  be  shortened 
by  masking  reverberation. 


parallel  to  the  coast,  with  the  coast  on  the  right-hand 
side  of  the  direction  of  flow  in  the  Northern  Hemi¬ 
sphere  and  on  the  left-ham!  side  in  the  Southern 
Hemisphere. 

As  a  result  of  this  prevailing  situation,  in  the 
Northern  Hemisphere  the  coastal  currents  on  the 
west  side  of  the  oceans  are  usually  south-flowing  and 
therefore  relatively  cold  as  shown  in  Figure  1,  which 
is  a  temperature  section  across  the  Labrador  Current. 
*  ■L“~  »ui£tijis  wet  *,  madid  at  spring,  and  seasonal 

warming  had  affected  the  surface  water.  However, 
this  did  not  obscure  the  fact  that  the  inshore  water 
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9J,!  Density  Currents 

Because  of  land  drainage  the  density  of  coastal 
water  is  usually  less  than  at  corresponding  depths  off¬ 
shore.  Along  any  coast  where  there  is  a  significant 
amount  of  freshening  due  to  land  drainage,  there  is 
a  general  tendency  for  the  fresh  water  to  moye  off¬ 
shore  on  the  surface  and  the  denser  (more  saline) 
water  to  move  in  underneath.  Thus  the  salinity  of  the 
surface  water  increases  from  the  shore  outwards,  and 
furthermore  there  is  an  increase  in  salinity  from  the 
surface  downward.  This  is  an  unstable  condition  in 
that  the  density  surfaces  slope  downward  in  an  in¬ 
shore  direction,  and  the  unequal  pressure  gives  rise 
(o  currents  which  in  general  behave  according  to  the 
principles  of  the  circulation  theory, 

Since  the  density  surfaces  slope  downward  toward 
die  shore  line,  the  direction  of  the  currents  is  roughly 


Fioure  i.  Temperature  profile  across  the  Labrador 
Current. 
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s'illtu:  2.  Salinity  profile  across  the  Labrador  Current. 
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that  had  come  down  from  the  north  was  much  colder 
than  the  water  further  offshore.  Figure  2  is  a  salinit) 
section  of  the  same  water.  The  salinity  is  least  near 
shore  and  at  the  surface.  Salinity  is  responsible  for 
the  density  gradient  that  sets  up  the  current,  since 
from  the  standpoint  of  temperature  alone,  the  in¬ 
shore  water  obviously  would  he  heavier  rather  than 
lighter. 

Along  the  east  side  of  the  oceans,  coastal  density 
currents  generally  flow  northward  and  therefore  are 
warmer  than  the  offshore  water.  Thus  both  tempera¬ 
ture  and  salinity  contribute  to  the  density  gradient 
between  inshore  and  offshore  water. 

Exceptions  to  these  general  statements  occur  where 
3  hr  romim-runS  shelf  is  narrow  and  where  little  river 
water  is  brought  down  to  the  sea.  In  such  cases  focal 
winds  and  seasonal  variations  in  rainfall  are  im¬ 
portant  in  determining  whether  or  not  a  typical 
coastal  current  will  develop.  For  example,  on  the 
east  coast  of  the  United  .States  there  is  a  well-devel¬ 
oped  coastal  current  as  far  south  as  Fort  Pierce. 
Florida.  Beyond  that  point  the  shelf  narrows  rapidly 
and  the  coastal  current,  known  as  the  Florida  Coun¬ 
tercurrent,  becomes  weak  and  sometimes  very  nearly 
nonexistent.  Tire  coastal  water  off  Miami  is  slightly 
cooler  than  the  northward  flowing  Florida  Current 
offshore  (see  Figure  19,  Chapter  7).  It  is  also  slightly 
fresher,  enough  so  that  the  countercurrent  generally 
Hows  during  the  wetter  months  of  the  year.  During 
the  spring  and  summer  months,  however,  steady 
southeasterly  breezes  carry  the  Florida  Current  close 
inshore,  and  the  coastal  current  is  either  obliterated 
entirely  or  is  driven  below  the  surface  where  it  can 
be  detected  only  by  the  BT  or  by  other  subsurface 
sampling  methods. 

A  somewhat  similar  situation  occurs  off  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  coast.  Figure  3  shows  the  oceanic  California 
Current  flowing  well  offshore  and  the  coastal  current, 
known  as  the  California  Countercurrent  which  flows 
northward  closer  inshore.  The  latter  is  typical  in  so 
far  as  it  is  a  warm,  north-flowing  current,  but  the 
temperature  difference  is  slight,  and  there  is  not 
enough  coastal  drainage  to  produce  a  significant 
salinity  gradient.  Hence  it  is  weak  and  diffuse,  fre¬ 
quently  permitting  the  development  of  still  another 
countercurrent  close  inshore,  as  shown  in-, the  figure. 
During  the  summer,  when  the  prevailing  winds  arc 
offshore,  the  coastal  current  occurs  only  in  the  sub¬ 
surface  waters  anti  is_  replaced  at  the  surface  by  a 
complex  circulation  resulting  from  upwelling. 


The  extent  to  which  a  current  parallels  a  coast 
depends  to  a  considerable  extent  on  the  difference  iu 
density  between  inshore  and  offshore  water.  When 
the  density  difference  is  slight,  the  current  may  fre¬ 
quently  be  set  onshore  or  offshore.  The  directions 
that  it  takes  will  be  dependent  to  a  large  degree  on 
bottom  topography.  Frictional  retardation  by  bot¬ 
tom  particles  in  contact  with  a  current  not  only 
affect  its  velocity  but  also  its  direction.  The  tendency 
is  for  the  normal  twisting  to  the  right  (in  the  North¬ 
ern  Hemisphere)  to  be  accentuated  as  the  current 
moves  over  a  shoaling  bottom  and  to  be  lessened  over 
a  deepening  bottom.  Tints  when  the  water  is  rela¬ 
tively  homogeneous  it  is  common  to  find  an  inshore 
sc!  h.wf*  ss!>d  ftjlois  (Figure  f). 

912  Local  Wind  and  Tidal  Currents 

With  an  onshore  wind,  surface  water  is  transported 
toward  the  land,  with  the  result  that  the  surface  layer 
Lh.ckcns  near  the  beach.  With  an  offshore  wind  the 
warm  surface  layer  is  removed  and  the  underlying 
thermocline  approaches  the  surface.  This  process  is 
called  upwelling,  although  the  term  is  somewhat 
misleading,  as  little  vertical  motion  is  involved. 

Where  steady  offshore  winds  prevail,  as  irt  the 
trade  wind  belt,  upwelling  may  be  a  more  or  less 
continuous  phenomenon.  The  mixed  surface  layer  is 
carried  offshore  by  the  wind  as  fast  as  it  is  formed. 
Examples  are  the  west  coast  of  Africa  in  the  region 
of  Dakar  and  the  Gulf  of  Panama.  To  a  lesser  extent 
similar  conditions  occur  on  the  iee  side  of  islands  in 
the  trade  wind  belt. 

Along  the  cast  coast  in  higher  latitudes,  upwelling 
may  occur  as  a  result  of  strong  offshore  gales  in 
winter.  Several  oceanographic  stations  made  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  on  a  line  across  the  Nova  Scotian  continental 
shelf  show  a  mixed  surface  layer  only  about  100  feet 
deep  overlying  much  wanner  and  more  saline  water. 
The  strong  positive  gradients  thus  produced  would 
give  a  deep  submarine  almost  complete  protection 
against  sonar  detection. 

While  no  other  winter  temperature  observations 
are  available  front  this  area,  it  is  believed  that  nor- 
niaHy  <*  nine  h  deeper  isothermal  surface  layer  would 
he  found  with  positive  gradients  confined  to  the 
outer  third  of  the  continental  shelf.  At  anv  rate  that 
is  the  prevailing  situation  further  south,  A  possible 
explanation  of  these  relatively  shallow  and  sharp 
positive  gradients  off  Halifax  is  that  strong  offshore 
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winds  had  recently  removed  much  of  the  superficial 
layer  from  the  continental  shelf  and  that  this  water 
had  been  replaced  by  a  deep  indraft  of  much  warmer 
and  more  saline  oceanic  water. 

Apparently  on  a  broad  continental  shelf,  as  off 
Halifax,  bottom  friction  and  the  strong  southward 
flowing  coastal  current  are  usually  able  to  combine 
in  preventing  all  of  the  coastal,  water  from  being 
blown  out  to  sea  by  the  prevailing  offshore  winds. 
Nevertheless,  a  certain  amount  of  upwelling  must 
obviously  occur.  Where  the  continental  shelf  is  nar¬ 
row  and  the  coastal  current  is  weak  because  of  lack 


of  land  drainage,  offshore  winds  will  be  much  more 
effective  in  decreasing  the  depth  of  the  mixed  surface 
layer  close  to  the  coast  and  tints  reducing  the  effec¬ 
tive  echo  range. 

The  converse  to  upwelling,  the  accumulation  of 
warm  surface  water  near  a  coast  by  an  onshore  wind, 
improves  sound  conditions  and  is  equally  common, 
ft  is  a  special  case  of  convergence,  just  as  upwelling  is 
a  special  case  of  divergence. 

Tides  are  a  form  of  wave  motion,  and  as  such  their 
behavior  is  in  many  respects  similar  to  that  of  wind- 
oriven  waves,  in  the  open  ocean  where  ( lie  height  of 
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shifts  around  the  compass  during  each  tidal  period 
(generally  every  12  hours),  and  any  given  water  par¬ 
ticle  in  the  t  idal  stream  describes  a  roughly  elliptical 
course. 

Georges  Bank  off  the  Gulf  of  Maine  provides  a 
notable  example  of  tile  effects  of  strong  tidal  cur¬ 
rents.  Immediately  north  of  this  bank  in  the  deeper 
waters  of  the  Gulf  of  Maine  there  is  a  pronounced 
seasonal  cycle  with  well-established  vertical  stability 
(Figure  1 7).  To  the  south  of  it  is  a  typical  slope  water 
area  (Figure  10,  Chapter  5).  But  inside  the  50-fathom 
contour  on  the  bank  itself  stability  develops  only 
briefly  and  intermittently  during  a  short  summer 
season  whenever  the  wind*  hsr>fTn  to  ).#  for  sev¬ 
eral  days  at  a  time.  At  all  other  times  tidal  stirring 


i  ii, i  Kt  ■!.  Configuration  ol  surface  currents,  Newfound¬ 
land  area.  and  winds  keep  the  water  column  mixed  from  surface 

to  bottom.  As  a  consequence  relatively  low  surface 
the  wave  is  css  than  3  feet  and  its  length  several  him-  temperatures  are  encountered  over  the  bank  in  sum- 
dred  miles  the  orbitai  movement  of  water  particles  mer.  This  of  course  explains  the  widespread  reputa- 
in  the  wave  extends  to  the  bottom.  The  mass  transfer  tton  ol  Georges  Bank  lor  log.  Another  result  of  the 
of  water  involved  in  this  movement  is  large,  but  the  strong  tidal  stirring  is  that  near  the  edges  of  the  bank 
horizontal  displacement  of  individual  particles  is  rather  special  hydrological  conditions  are  found 
small.  However,  as  the  wave  approaches  shoaling  where  the  mixed  waters  of  the  bank  are  in  contact 
water  the  horizontal  components  of  flow  are  greatly  with  the  stable  waters  surrounding  it.  This  is  illus- 
incr cased  because  of  the  decreasing  cross  sectional  trated  in  Figure  5  which  shows  the  temperature 
area.  The  resulting  tidal  current  is  accompanied  by  across  Georges  Bank  in  northwest-southeast  profile 
a  shortening  of  the  wave  length  and  an  increase  in  in  June  1939.  Not  only  are  the  sound  conditions, 
the  height  of  the  tide.  provided  reverberation  is  not  limiting,  markedly 

in  a  restricted  area  such  as  a  channel,  tidal  currents  better  over  the  bank  than  on  either  side,  but  also  a 
generally  flow  back  and  forth,  reversing  direction  submarine  crossing  such  an  area  would  find  that  trim 
with  each  tidal  period.  In  more  open  shallow  waters  for  resubmergence  would  alter  significantly, 
tidal  currents  have  a  rotary  motion  which  is  appar-  Tides  and  variable  winds  also  affect  the  speed  and 
ently  an  effect  of  the  earth’s  rotation.  The  direction  direction  of  coastai  currents.  As  their  velocity  varies, 
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more  or  less  crosscurrent  transfer  takes  place.  This  is 
usually  offshore  at  the  surface  and  inshore  along  the 
bottom.  It  is  the  inshore  component  near  the  bottom 
which  is  especially  significant,  for  it  is  this  which  is 
chiefly  responsible  for  the  large  vertical  salinity  gra¬ 
dients  typical  of  coastal  waters.  Especially  where 
deep  gullies  cross  a  continental  shell,  highly  saline 
water  will  be  able  to  move  in  close  to  the  land,  while 
above  it  much  fresher  surface  water  will  be  moving 


along  shore,  occasionally  with  a  slight  offshore  com¬ 
ponent.  It  is  important  to  remember  that  if  coastal 
waters  are  not  to  become  fresher  and  fresher,  there 
must  be  an  inward  movement  of  saline  water  along 
tite  bottom,  which  through  vertical  turbulence  car¬ 
ries  salt  up  to  the  surface.  The  stronger  tidal  cur¬ 
rents  near  the  coast  are  favorable  for  such  vertical 
mixing,  but  the  high  thermal  stability  typical  of  the 
summer  season  has  the  opposite  influence. 
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The  available  RT  observations  permit  illustrating 
i  he  seasonal  temperature  cycle  in  most  detail  for  a 
large  area  along  the  eastern  coast  of  the  North  Atlan¬ 
tic.  1  he  many  oceanographic  stations  which  arc 
available  from  the  western  North  Pacific  indicate 
that  the  coastal  conditions  there  are  entirely  com¬ 
parable. 

Close  to  the  heath  the  relatively  strong  tidal  ettr- 
j  wilts  and  the  shallowness  of  the  water  usually  pre¬ 
vent  marked  thermal  stability  from  developing  out 


to  roughly  the  10-falhom  contour.  With  tills  in  mind, 
a  useful  sort  of  diagram  has  been  developed  from  the 
routine  surface  temperatures  collected  from  light¬ 
ships  along  the  Atlantic  Coast  (Figure  6),  It  gives  a 
fairly  representative  picture  of  the  seasonal  tempera¬ 
ture  changes  at  the  surface  as  a  function  of  latitude 
and  although  these  arc  inshore  surface  temperatures, 
they  are  on  the  average  only  slightly  iower  at  any 
given  latitude  than  the  surface  temperatures  across 
the  whole  continental  shelf. 


I  burnt  8.  Surface  minus  bottom  a; 
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Figure  9.  Temperature  profile  SE  from  Montauk- Point  in  midwinter 


Detailed  studies  have  been  made  of  the  distribu-  fresher  than  at  the  bottom.  The  resulting  vertical 
lion  of  temperature  and  salinity  in  the  Gulf  of  Maine  change  in  the  speed  of  sound  is  therefore  generally 
and  southward  over  the  continental  shelf  to  Cape  greater  than  150  feet  per  second  and  is  in  some  areas 
Hatteras,  For  the  present  purposes,  the  significant  as  great  as  200  feet  per  second, 
conditions  over  this  area  can  be  summarized  in  two  Profiles  of  temperature  and  salinity  constructed 
diagrams:  the  first  (Figure  7)  shows  the  average  differ-  from  observations  made  at  different  seasons  on  a  Sine 
ence  in  temperature  between  the  surface  and  the  bot-  extending  southeastward  from  Montauk  Point,  Long 
tom  in  July  and  August,  while  the  second  (Figure  8)  Island,  serve  to  illustrate  both  the  seasonal  cycle  and 
shows  the  magnitude  of  the  vertical  salinity  gradient  the  horizontal  changes  in  the  offshore  direction, 
at  the  same  season.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  in  sum-  Starting  in  midwinter  the  water  column  is  virtu- 
mer  over  much  of  this  area  surface  temperatures  arc  ally  mixed  from  surface  to  bottom  across  most  of  the 
from  20  to  ,H0  degrees  higher  than  at  the  bottom,  continental  shelf  (Figures  9  and  10).  The  tempera- 
while  the  surface  wa  tors  are  from  1  °/oo  to  3-5  °/oo  ture  and  salinity,  however,  both  increase  gradually  in 
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Figure  10.  Salinity  profile  SE  from  Montauk  Point  in  midwinter. 
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Ficube  U.  Temperature  profile  SE  from  Montattk  Point  in  spring. 


the  offshore  direction,  and  the  isotherms  and  iso¬ 
halines  are  on  the  whole  quite  parallel,  the  warmer 
water  being  the  more  saline  vIt  is  typical  that  near  the 
edge  of  the  continental  shelf  this  increase  is  some¬ 
what  more  rapid  near  the  bottom,  corresponding  to 
the  inshore  component  of  the  bottom  water.  At  this 
season  the  crosscurrent  density  gradient,  and  there¬ 
fore  the  strength  of  the  current,  is  at  a  minimum,  cor¬ 


responding  to  the  decreased  land  drainage  of  the 
winter  months  when  much  of  the  precipitation  re¬ 
mains  on  the  land  in  the  form  of  snow  and  ice. 

The  spring  conditions  are  illustrated  by  Figures  11 
and  12.  As  the  surface  waters  stabilize,  because  of 
vernal  warming,  surface  salinities  decrease,  both  be¬ 
cause  of  decreased  vertical  turbulence  and  the  spring 
freshets.  Thus  over  the  continental  shelf  the  warmer 
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TiCVftie  12,  Salinity  profile  SE  from  Mon  tank  Point  in  spring. 
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Figure  IS.  Temperature  profile  SE  from  Montauk  Point  in  summer. 


water  becomes  the  less  saline,  which  is  the  reverse  of  other  in  a  complex  manner  which  is  not  well  under- 
the  situation  in  midwinter,  stood,  but  which  is  also  at  least  partly  caused  by  the 

Vertical  stability  increases  and  consequently  ver-  strongest  current,  in  this  case  southwestward,  being 
ticai  mixing  decreases  until  midsummer  (Figures  13  concentrated  near  the  100-fathom  contour.  Thus 
and  14).  Under  such  conditions  lateral  mixing  is  in-  near  the  offshore  end  of  the  coastal  water  section, 
creased  in  the  layer  of  greatest  stability.  This  may  cold  water  from  the  north  is  being  carried  into  the 
partly  explain  the  characteristic  outward  bulge  of  profile  more  rapidly  than  further  inshore, 
the  isotherms  at  mid-depths  over  the  continental  During  the  autumn  the  coastal  water,  because  of 
slope.  Here  the  isotherms  and  isohalines  cross  each  the  prevailing  cold  and  offshore  winds,  cools  more 
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Figure  H,  Salinity  profile  SE  from  Montauk  Point  in  summer. 
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rapidly  than  the  offshore  water.  Thus  positive  gra¬ 
dients,  both  of  temperature  and  of  salinity,  develop 
over  the  continental  slope  (Figures  15  and  16). 

The  major  features  described  in  these  sections  off 
Montauk  Point  could  be  made  out  in  any  profile 
across  the  continental  shelf  from  Labrador  to 
Florida.  Except  off  Cape  Hattera3  and  off  southern 
Florida,  along  the  whole  of  this  coast  the  cohtinental 
shelf  is  broad  and  Weil-developed.  Fresh  water  is 


brought  down  to  the  sea  by  many  rather  evenly 
spaced  rivers.  Consequently  a  southward-flowing  cur¬ 
rent,  -which  tends  to  be  strongest  along  the  100- 
fathom  contour,  follows  the  continental  shelf  south¬ 
ward  and  is  only  partially  interrupted  by  such  major 
irregularities  as  the  Laurentian  and  Fundian 
Channels. 

In  Figures  17-19  the  seasonal  cycle  at  various  points 
along  this  coastline  is  illustrated  in  the  same  manner 
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Ficuke2!.  BaUmhermograms  from  probable’ areas  of  critical  salinity  gradients, 


tically  to  a  temperature  decrease  of  about  1  degree  in 
the  upper  60  feet,  and  the  predicted  range  is  medium. 
Thus  it  is  apparent  that  in  extreme  cases  salinity  gra¬ 
dients  can  be  important,  but  that  a  very  large  salinity 
gradient  will  be  compensated  by  a  relatively  weak 
temperature  change.  In  Figure  20B,  which  shows  a 
more  typical  temperature-salinity  distribution  in 
that  the  salin  ity  gradient  is  not  so  extreme,  a  reason¬ 
ably  accurate  prediction  can  be  made  from  tempera¬ 
ture  alone. 

Sometimes,  however,  strong  salinity  gradients  oc¬ 
cur  when  there  is  little  or  no  vertical  change  in  tem¬ 
perature.  Examples  are  shown  in  Figures  20C  and 
20D,  which  represent  conditions  off  the  mouth  of  the 
Amazon.  The  salinity  gradient  in  Figure  20C  is 
highly  significant  since  it  is  not  compensated  by  a 
temperature  change.  In  this  case  there  will  be  sharp 
upward  refraction,  and  it  is  unlikely  that  a  vessel 
with  conventional  (non-filu'ng)  sonar  gear  will  be 


able  to  get  contact  on  a  submarine  below  the  fresh 
surface  kyer. 

Figure  20D  differs  from  the  preceding  one  in  that 
the  salinity  gradient  is  probably  largely  confined  to  a 
shallow  surface  layer  above  projector  depth.  When 
this  is  the  case,  it  obviously  will  not  interfere  with 
echo  ranging.  It  is  difficult  to  say  how  common  it  is 
to  find  salinity  gradients  of  this  sort  because  oceano¬ 
graphic  water  samples  have  seldom  been  spaced  at 
close  enough  depth  intervals  to  show  the  complete 
vertical  structure.  However,  there  are  many  examples 
of  bathylhermogratns  such  as  the  one  in  Figure  21A, 
in  which  ;uvery  shallow  positive  temperature  gra¬ 
dient  indicates  the  existence  of  a  fresh  surface  layer 
too  thin  to  affect  echo  ranging. 

The  remainder  of  Figure  21  shows  other  examples 
of  bathythermograms  from  areas  where  strong  salin¬ 
ity  gradients  are  ordinarily  found.  Their  existence  is 
obvious  in  Figure  21 B,  but  in  C  and  D,  taken  near 
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the  Amazon  in  areas  where  it  is  almost  certain  that 
such  gradients  occurred,  there  is  nothing  in  the 
bathythermograms  to  indicate  their  presence. 

In  summarizing  the  acoustic  effects  of  salinity  gra¬ 
dients,  it  is  apparent  mat  there  arc  two  main  factors 
to  be  considered;  (1)  the  depth  of  the  gradient,  since 
it  is  not  important  if  it  is  above  projector  depth;  (2) 
the  amount  of  change  in  salinity  with  respect  to 
pjw# Tore  <sb>ssrga$  Tfrts  worst  situs  tkm  iitwn  the 
standpoint  of  echo  ranging  occurs  when  the  water 
column  is  essentially  isothermal,  because  then  not 
only  is  the  salinity  gradient  most  effective  but  also 
the  baihy thermograms  are  most  misleading.  This 
condition  is  quite  common  in  the  tropics.  In  tem¬ 
perate  and  arctic  regions  the  outflow  from  rivers  is 
likely  to  be  warmer  than  the  ocean  water  in  summer 
and  colder  In  winter.  Therefore  it  is  only  for  short 
periods  in  the  spring  and  autumn  that  salinity  gra¬ 
dients  are  likely  to  occur  without  corresponding 
temperature  gradients. 

Since  density  currents  must  flow  parallel  to  coasts, 
the  water  of  reduced  salinity  which  is  formed  near 
the  mouths  of  rivers  tends  to  spread  along  the  coast 
instead  of  flowing  out  to  sea.  The  influence  of  a  large 
river  may  Ire  noted  hundreds  of  miles  away.  Thus  in 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  a  fresh  surface  layer  extends  west¬ 
ward  from  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the 
freshening  influence  can  Ire  detected,  particularly  in 
spring,  beyond  Galveston  (Figure  SOB).  In  areas  of 
adequate  rainfall,  therefore,  continuous  bands  of 
water  of  low  salinity  arc  formed  along  the  coasts,  and 
the  influence  of  the  rivers  seldom  extends  far  out  to 
sea  except  near  the  equator  where  Coriolis  force  is 
much  reduced. 

Minor  and  temporary  cases  where  the  refraction  is 
controlled  by  vertical  salinity  gradients  can  be  found 
at  New  London,  Connecticut,  where  the  outflow 
from  the  Thames  River  somethnes  overlies  virtually 
isothermal  water  of  about  the  same  temperature 
which  has  been  mixed  by  the  strong  tidal  currents  of 
the  narrow  entrances  to  Long  Island  Sound. 

At  the  edge  of  the  continental  shelf,  where  near 
the  surface  the  relatively  fresh  coastal  water  tends  to 
overlie  more  saline  water,  one  would  exjrect  occa¬ 
sionally  to  find  situations  where  vertical  salinity  gra¬ 
dients  controlled  the  refraction.  No  pertinent  obser¬ 
vations  have  been  uncovered,  but  since  the  band 
where  line  right  conditions  prevail  is  narrow,  the 
oceanographic  stations  do  not  usually  come  at  just 
the  critical  point. 


9-s  BOTTOM  STRUCTURE 

It  was  pointed  out  in  the  introductory  statements 
that  both  bottom  topography  and  the  composition  of 
sediments  are  important  in  echo  ranging.  Whether  or 
not  it  is  an  advantage  for  an  echo  ranging  ship  to 
work  over  a  bottom  that  is  a  good  reflector  of  sound 
dt?p& ids-emirely  dtreukt-s  m  which  ilte  sound 

is  reflected.  A  smooth,  hard  bottom  that,  reflects 
sound  on  ahead  is  ideal,  and  ranges  will  be  nearly  as 
good  as  in  deep  water  with  perfect  temperature  con¬ 
ditions.  But  if  bottom  irregularities  intercept  sound 
at  nearly  right  angles,  reflecting  it  back  toward  the 
sound  source,  the  result  is  reverberation  and  skip 
distances.  The  size  of  the  irregularities  does  not  need 
to  be  very  great.  Stones  or  ripple  marks  only  3  or  4 
inches  high,  will  raise  the  reverberation  level  of  super¬ 
sonic  gear  markedly.  Hence  stony,  rocky,  and  coral 
bottoms  are  almost  always  poor  from  the  echo  rang¬ 
ing  standpoint  because  of  their  roughness.  Sand  bot¬ 
toms  are  usually  good  because  they  are  not  only  good 
reflectors  but  are  also  generally  smooth.  Occasionally 
they  may  be  poor,  however,  when  there  is  enough  cur¬ 
rent  over  the  bottom  to  produce  ripple  marks,  and 
there  is  some  evidence  that  a  particular  sand  bottom 
may  vary  considerably  in  this  respect  according  to  the 
way  it  is  disturbed  by  tides  and  storms. 

The  manner  in  which  these  generalizations  fit  the 
observed  facts  is  illustrated  by  a  recent  analysis1  of  all 
the  observed  maximum  ranges  anti  suitable  acous¬ 
tical  measurements  in  shallow  water.  It  was  found 
that  for  all  refraction  patterns  over  rock  and  coral 
bottoms,  ranges  were  less  than  1 ,500  yards  60  per  cent 
of  the  time  and  averaged  about  1,000  yards,  Maxi¬ 
mum  ranges  over  sand  were  less  than  1,500  yards 
only  20  per  cent  of  the  time  and  averaged  2,500  yards, 
while  over  sand  and  mud  the  ranges  ’Were  less  than 
1,500  yards  30  per  rem  of  the  time  and  averaged 
about  2,200  yards.  Over  soft  mud  bottoms,  results 
varied  according  to  the  refraction  pattern  as  in  deep 
water. 

The  methods  of  correlating  bottom  types  with 
acoustic  phenomena  were  discussed  in  some  detail  in 
Chapter  2,  as  well  as  the  principles  used  in  construct¬ 
ing  bottom  sediment  charts  for  tactical  use  by  naval 
forces.  This  work  can  be  understood  more  dearly, 
however,  by  considering  briefly  how  the  different  bot¬ 
tom  types  are  produced  in  the  first  place  and  how 
various  oceanographic  factors  affect  their  distribu¬ 
tion. 
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Marine  sediments  as  a  whole  are  a  very  hetero¬ 
geneous  collection  of  all  the  materials  carried  into 
the  sea  or  produced  in  it  which  are  heavy  enough  to 
sink  to  the  bottom  and  inert  enough  so  that  they  have 
not  dissolved  or  decomposed  into  soluble  substances. 
A  fairly  large  proportion  of  the  sediments  is  derived. 
frp§  ertsdoti  of  Anwe  fide'  by' water 

action  is  one  of  the  most  important  sources  of  such 
material.  River  drainage  depositing  its  load  of  silt  in 
the  sea  is  also  important,  as  is  glacier  movement.  A 
less  obvious  but  certainly  significant  source  of  marine 
sediments  is  air-borne  dust  derived  from  arid  regions 
and  from  v'olcanic  explosions.  The  sea  produces  some 
of  its  bottom  sediments,  for  tlte  most  part  by  bio¬ 
logical  processes  (shells,  coral)  but  also  by  precipita¬ 
tion  of  inorganic  chemical  substances  from  sea  water 
and  by  accumulation  of  the  products  of  submarine 
volcanic  activity.  Taken  altogether  these  are  prob¬ 
ably  the  most  important  sources  of  marine  sediment 
although  there  are  a  great  m&ay  other  contt  ibUiiug 
agenrp-  of  minor  significance. 

The  sea  is  continually  moving  and  reworking  the 
loads  of  sediment  brought  into  it.  The  physical  force 
of  waves  and  currents  carries  the  smaller  particles 
along,  grinding  them  against  each  other  and  against 
larger  stationary  objects  on  the  bottom.  The  eroding 
effect  of  such  action  is  obvious  on  any  rocky  beach, 
where  the  smaller  pebbles  are  rounded  and  the  sur¬ 
face  of  the  larger  locks  arid  boulders  are  worn 
smooth.  The  tendency  then  is  for  boulders  to  be 
transformed  gradually  aver  long  periods  of  time  into 
mud.  Over  similarly  long  periods  chemical  activity 
is  also  important,  dissolving  and  decomposing  sedi¬ 
mentary  materials.  Some  minerals  are  far  more  sub¬ 
ject  to  chemical  as  well  as  physical  dissolution  than 
others.  The  hardness  and  inertness  of  quarts,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  is  responsible  lor  its  abundance  (in  the  form 
of  sand)  on  the  continental  shelf.  It  remains  behind 
while  other  less  stable  substances  are  reduced  to  a 
finer  state  and  carried  further  out  to  sea. 

Transportation  of  sediments  obviously  depends  on 
both  particle  size  and  the  speed  of  the  current.  Sup¬ 
pose,  for  example,  a  swift-flowing  river  delivers  into 
the  sea  a  load  of  sediment,  ranging  in  particle  size 
from  fine  mud  to  sand.  In  the  slower  moving  ocean 
currents  the  sediment  will  settle  gradually,  the  larger 
particles  going  to  the  bottom  more  quickly,  so  that 
they  are  not  carried  as  far  from  the  source  as  the 
sinalkrsiz.es.  Thus,  speaking  in  broad  terms  and  neg¬ 
lecting  many  local  variations,  sediments  tend  to  lie 


coarse  near  shore,  grading  to  fine  mud  in  the  deep 
oceanic  basins. 

Particles  too  large  to  be  carried  comple  !v in  sus¬ 
pension  may  be  lifted  momentarily  and  .dried  for 
a  short  distance  before  they  settle  back  to  the  bottom. 
Still  larger  particles  may  lie  rolled  along.  And  finally, 
f  ceff 3th  amount  c£  transportaticc  may  occur  in  the 
absence  ol  currents.  The  familiar  terrestrial  phenom¬ 
enon  of  landslides  has  its  counterpart  on  the  sea  floor. 
Mud  slides  are  a  fairly  common  phenomenon  wher¬ 
ever  silt  settles  on  a  sloping  bottom.  Because  the 
buoyancy  of  the  water  makes  the  friction  between 
the  mud  particles  much  less  than  it  would  be  in  an 
aerial  environment,  mud  slides  may  occur  on  very 
slight  slopes. 

The  type  of  bottom  that  occurs  in  any  particular 
area  depends  on  the  interaction  of  the  factors  that 
have  been  memioned-tbe  kind  of  sedimentary  ma¬ 
terials  available,  the  way  they  have  been  worked  over 
by  marine  agencies,  and  the  way  their  deposition  is 
afr  cted  by  local  currents.  It  is  possible  to  tell  a  great 
deal  about  the  bottom  simply  by  examining  a  chart 
that  shows  the  shore  line  and  bottom  topography, 
since  these  are  indicative  of  both  the  character  of  the 
materials  and  the  current  pattern.  Thus  it  is  natural 
to  find  mud  deposits  off  the  mouth  of  a  large  river,  or 
a  smooth,  sandy  bottom  lying  off  a  low,  sandy  coast. 
Or,  if  the  shore  line  is  irregular,  with  headlands  and 
estuaries,  the  bot  tom  is  likely  also  to  he  variable  both 
as  to  topography  and  bottom  type.  It  probably  will 
be  rocky  off  the  headlands,  in  the  mouths  of  rivers, 
and  around  submerged  reefs  where  the  currents  are 
strong  enough  to  scour  the  bottom  and  carry  away 
finer  sediments.  On  the  other  hand,  small  basins  will 
collect  deposits  of  sand  or  mud. 

Further  offshore,  topographic  features  of  the  bot¬ 
tom  are  associated  with  similarly  characteristic  sedi¬ 
ment  types.  Submarine  ridges  or  sharp  changes  in 
depth  such  as  occur  at  the  edge  of  the  continental" 
shelf  are  neatly  always  accompanied  by  currents  that 
expose  rock  surfaces  or  at  least  ripple  the  sand  suffi¬ 
ciently  to  make  echo  ranging  difficult.  Offshore  banks 
with  (heir  strong  rotary  tidal  currents  also  show  pro¬ 
nounced  ripple  marks,  often  at  depths  of  nearly  100 
fathoms.  Currents  ran  affect  submarine  topography 
as  well  as  be  affected  by  it,  since  a  current  strong 
enough  to  transport  sand  must  ultimately  deposit  it 
somewhere,  generally  in  the  form  of  a  ridge  or  bank 
at  the  current's  edge. 

in  the  tropics,  coral  reef  formation  is  often  the 
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dominant  feature  of  submarine  topography  in  shal¬ 
low  water,  and  in  such  areas  high  reverberation 
makes  echo  ranging  very  difficult.  Of  similar  acous¬ 
tical  quality  is  the  rough,  rocky  bottom  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  islands  produced  by  submarine  volcanic 
eruptions. 

Bottom  topography  and  structure  have  always 
keen  °f  considerable  interest  from  the  standpoint  of 
navigation,  and  nsost.  coastal  areas  have  been  sur¬ 
veyed  at  one  lime  or  another  with  varying  degrees  of 
accuracy  and  completeness.  The  depth  of  water  has 
been  measured  by  sounding  leads  and  more  recently 
by  acoustic  fathometers  which  provide  far  more  com¬ 
plete  data.  Bottom  type  was  largely  determined  from 
small  samples  collected  by  a  cup  or  tube  on  the  end 
of  the  sounding  lead  or  by  grease  smeared  in  »  de¬ 
pression  on  its  lover  end. 

Oceanographic  expedition:!  have  also  obtained  a 
considerable  amount  of  information  about  bottom 
type  and  topography.  In  general,  larger  samples  ot 
bottom  have  been  collected  than  in  the  case  of  na  vi¬ 
gational  surveys.  Scientific  description  of  bottom 
structure  requires  large  samples.  Since  often  the  bot¬ 
tom  is  composed  of  widely  different  sizes  and  kinds  of 
fragments,  a  small  sample  can  be  very  misleading. 
For  this  reason  oceanographers  have  used  various 
types  of  dredges,  tubes,  and  containers  with  jaws  that 
snap  shut  on  contact  with  the  bottom.  More  recently 
the  underwater  camera  referred  to  in  a  previous 
chapter  has  been  used  extensively  in  such  studies.  It 
takes  a  picture  of  about  50  square  feet  of  the  bottom 
and  shows  many  details  of  bottom  structure  and 
small-scale  topography  that  are  valuable  supple¬ 
ments  to  the  information  obtained  by  sampling  de¬ 
vices.  Examples  of  bottom  pictures  are  shown  in 
Figures  22-24. 

Chans  of  bottom  topography  can  be  prepared  in 
very  great  detail  by  using  modern  recording  fathom¬ 
eters.  It  is  a  far  more  laborious  task  to  sample  the 
bottom  adequately  for  charts  of  sediment  types.  This 
has  been  done  in  a  few  local  areas  for  scientific  pur¬ 
poses  and  in  connection  with  the  acoustical  tests  de¬ 
scribed  in  Chapter  2.  In  other  places,  where  only 
government  surveys  have  been  made,  the  bottom  no¬ 
tations  on  the  charts  are  not  completely  adequate  for 
acoustical  purposes,  Where  soundings  are  not  closely 
spaced,  it  is  necessary  to  decide  whether  or  not  a  par¬ 
ticular  area  is  divided  in  o  patches  or  is  continuous, 
and  what  its  areal  extent  and  probable  boundaries 
may  be.  ,1  bus  it  is  necessary  to  depend  a  great  deal 


Ficurf  22.  Photograph  of  a  smooth,  sandy  bottom. 


on  general  oceanographic  anti  geological  knowledge 
about  the  kind  c  f  sedimentary  materials  available  in 
the  region  and  ho  v  they  might  be  deposited  accord¬ 
ing  to  local  current vand  bottom  topography, 

In  order  to  understand  more  fully  just  what  the 
requirements  are  for  a  bottom  sediment  chart,  die 
chapter  ends  with  a  discussion  of  the  material  col¬ 
lected  by  the  gov  ernment  surveys  and  how  it  has  been 
used  for  purposes  ol  subsurface  warfare. 

For  the  continental  United  States  and  its  posses¬ 
sions,  which  have  been  surveyed  by  the  Coast  and 
Geodetic  Survey,  the  data  are  unusually  co  mplete.  In 
addition  to  the  bottom  notations  on  the  printed 
charts,  a  great  many  of  the  samples  have  been  pre¬ 
served,  and  access  may  be  had  to  the  original  field 
data  sheets.  These  sheets  are  drawn  on  a  much  larger 
scaie  and  contain  many  more  soundings  and  bottom 
notations  than  appear  on  the  finished  primed  charts. 
Such  information  was  used  for  drawing  the  boun¬ 
daries  between  the  different  bottom  types  which  ap¬ 
pear  on  the  wreck  charts  for  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf 
Coasts,  and  for  bottom  sediment  charts  covering 
areas  in  the  Philippine  Islands. 

Iti  the  case  of  foreign  areas,  it  is  necessary  to  con¬ 
sult  the  archive  files  of  the  Hydrographic  Office,  not 
only  for  their  latest  edition  of  any  particular  chart, 
but  also  lor  all  the  foreign  editions  from  which  it  was 
compiled.  There  is  a  tendency  on  the  newer  charts  to 
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omit  bottom  notations  and  frequently  earlier  surveys 
may  furnish  additional  information. 

The  British  surveys  of  regions  outside  their  own 
coastal  waters  are  excellent,  particularly  in  the  Far 
East,  and  the  French  and  Germans  have  also  done 
good  work  off  their  more  limited  foreign  possessions. 
The  Japanese  Hydrographic  Office  lias  published 
many  detailed  surveys  of  the  Home  Islands  and  the 
adjacent  Asiatic  coast.  Data  from  these  latter  charts 
were  carefully  examined  from  a  geological  and  topo¬ 
graphic  point  of  view,  and  the  bottom  information 
was  found  to  be  in  line  with  what  might  be  expected. 
The  charts  compiled  from  them  are  believed  to  be 
fully  as  accurate  as  those  compiled  from  other  sources. 

The  Archives  of  the  British  Admiralty  have  also 
been  available  and  photostats  of  field  data  sheets  as 
well  as  of  earlier  surveys  have  been  furnished  for 
critical  areas— material  which  was  not  available  in 
Washington. 

Certain  conditions  must  be  borne  in  mind  when 
charts  of  the  bottom  are  drawn  from  information  on 
the  navigation  charts  and  not  from  actual  material. 
If  the  notations  on  the  charts  were  everywhere  ac¬ 
cepted  at  their  face  value,  many  mistakes  would  re¬ 
sult.  As  stated  before,  the  samples  were  taken  as  an 
adjunct  of  sounding  with  a  lead,  and  a  very  small 


amount  of  material  was  obtained.  Several  misconcep¬ 
tions  may  arise  as  a  result.  First,  there  is  a  tendency  to 
overemphasize  the  mud  areas  and  make  them  appear 
more  numerous  and  larger  than  they  really  are.  Any 
bottom  that  feels  at  all  soft  or  a  sample  which  looks 
dark  colored  and  oozy  when  wet  is  generally  called 
mud  by  hydrographers.  A  mechanical  analysis  of  the 
material,  in  many  cases,  would  show  this  sediment  to 
be  sand  and  mud  Second,  any  bottom  which  feels 
hard  to  the  leadsman  and  from  which  no  sample  is 
obtained,  is  apt  to  be  labeled  rocky  or  coral,  depend¬ 
ing  on  the  latitude.  In  most  cases,  this  is  correct,  but 
stones  or  small  coral  fragments.  In  some  cases,  would 
have  the  same  “feel.”  Third,  as  the  sampling  appa¬ 
ratus  can  pick  up  only  a  small  amount  of  materia! 
consisting  of  the  smaller  particles,  only  the  gravel 
and  sand  fractions  would  be  brought  to  the  surface 
over  some  stony  bottoms.  Adequate  dredge  samples 
and  also  photographs  have  shown  that  gravel  bot¬ 
toms  usually  have  numerous  stones.  Consequently, 
except  in  glacial  areas,  it  was  decided  to  classify  all 
gravel  bottoms  as  stony.  The  same  applies  to  such 
classifications  as  pebbles  and  shells,  which  usually 
occur  in  conjunction  with  stones.  Fourth,  the  term 
clay  suggests  that  the  bottom  has  been  somewhat 
compacted  so  that  it  will  reflect  sound  better  than 


Ficuas  23,  Photograph  of  a  rough,  sandy  bottom  show¬ 
ing  ripple  marks  caused  by  currents. 


Figure  24.  Photograph  of  a  corai  bottom. 
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ordinary  mud  but  probably  not  as  well  as  a  sand  bot¬ 
tom.  Since  sand  and  mud  is  also  an  intermediate  clas¬ 
sification,  it  is  used  for  day.  Then  there  arc  cases  in 
which  two  or  more  bottom  symbols  are  given,  such  as 
rock  and  sand.  The  acoustical  significance  of  the  rock 
portion  is  greater  than  that  of  the  sand,  and  the  sedi¬ 
ment  is  so  classified. 

These,  then,  are  the  principles  used  in  construct¬ 
ing  bottom  sediment  charts  from  information  that 
admittedly  was  not  so  adequate  as  might  have  been 
desired.  No  chart  is  ever  perfect,  and  die  navigation 
charts  themselves  are  subject  to  constant  improve¬ 
ment.  The  bottom  sediment  charts  depend  on  the 
hydrographic  survey  which  preceded  them,  together 
with  whatever  geological  information  can  be  brought 


to  bear.  Obviously,  a  better  bottom  sediment  chart 
can  be  constructed  from  a  detailed,  large-scale  survey 
of  an  important  approach  than  from  a  region  where 
the  soundings  are  widely  scattered.  Neither  one  is  so 
accurate  as  a  chart  made  front  an  area  from  which 
bottom  samples  and  photographs  have  been  ob¬ 
tained.  Also  it  is  probably  true  that  at  present- the 
bottom  sediment  charts  tire  more  accurate  from  the 
geological  standpoint  than  they  are  as  predictions  os- 
echo  ranging  conditions.  If  greater  accuracy  is  to  be 
attained  in  predictions  for  foreign  areas,  further 
work  its  underwater  sound  should  be  carried  out  over 
all  types  of  bottom  where  it  is  possible  to  take  samples 
and  photographs,  so  that  all  the  unknowns  may  be 
investigated  simultaneously. 
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AMBIENT  NOISE.  Noise  present  in  the  medium  other  than 
target  and  own  ship  noise. 

BOURDON  TUBE.  A  flattened  curved  lithe  width  tends  to 
straighten  out  under  internal  pressure,  used  as  die  driving 
dement  in  pressure  temperature  gauges. 

BE.  Bathythermograph. 

BUOYANCY.  As  used  in  this  volume,  the  net,  buoyancy,  or  the 
difference  between  the  weight  of  the  water  displaced  by  a 
vessel  and  the  weight  of  tiie  vessel. 

CONVECTION  CELL,  A  vertical  section  of  the  isothermal 
mixed  iaver  bounded  by  cool  currents  descending  from  a 
convergence  and  warm  currents  rising  to  n  divergence. 

DENSITY  GRADIENT.  Change  of  density  with  depth. 

ISOBALLAST  LINES.  A  set  of  lines,  on  the  5JJT  chart,  each 
starting  from  a  set  of  selected  points  on  the  temperature  scale 
and  passing  through  all  points  for  which  the  net  change  in 
buoyancy,  resulting  from  changes  its  water  temperature  and 
deptii  is  zero  for  a  submarine  of  a  given  compression. 

ISOHA!. INKS.  Lines  drawn  through  all  points  having  the  same 
salinity. 

ISOTHERMS.  Lines drawn  through  all  points  having  the  same 
temperature. 

LAYER  DEPTH.  The  depth  of  tire  mixed  surface  layer. 

LAYER  EFFECT,  Reduction  in  the  echo  and  listening  ranges 
on  a  submarine  located  within  or  beneath  a  thermocline. 

MIXED  LAYER.  The  isothermal  layer  occurring  at  the  water 
surface. 

REVERBERATION.  Sound  scattered  diffusely  back  toward 
the  source,  principally  from  the  surface  or  bottom  and  from 
small. scattering  sources  in  the  medium  such  as  bubbles  of  air 
and  suspended  solid  matter. 


REVERSING  THERM'  'METER.  A  deep-sea  recording  ther¬ 
mometer  the  temperature  reading  at  the  desired  dc-pth  is 
preserved  by  overturning  the  instrument  (o  break  the  mer¬ 
cury  column. 

SALINITY.  Number  of  grams  of  salt  per  thousand  grams  of  sea 
water,  usually  expressed  tn  parts  per  thousand. 

SALINITY  GRADIENT.  Change  its  salinity  with  depth,  ex¬ 
pressed  in  parts  per  thousand  per  foot. 

SBT.  Submarine  bathythermograph. 

SHADOW  /ONE.  Region  in  which  refraction  effects  cause  ex¬ 
clusion  of  echo-ranging  signals, 

SINKING  CENTERS.  Subarctic  regions  where  strongly  saline 
surface  water  of  tropical  origin  sinks  through  the  colder,  but 
less  saline  underlying  layers. 

STABILITY.  The  resistance  to  overturn  or  mixing  of  the  water 
column,  resulting  from  the  presence  of  a  density  gradient. 

STATION.  A  set  of  pairs  of  thermometer  readings  taken  in  a 
specific  location  at  approximately  100-meter  depth  intervals, 
along  with  a  corresponding  set  of  water  samples  analyzed  for 
salinity.  A  station  is  “occupied”  when  these  reading?,  are 
procured, 

TARGET  ASPECT.  Orientation  of  the  target  as  seen  from 
own-ship, 

TEMPERATURE  GRADIENT.  Change  of  temperature  with 
depth,  expressed  in  degrees  F  per  foot. 

THERMOCLINE.  A  layer  of  water  in  which  temperature  de¬ 
creases  with  depth;  a  negative  temperature  gradient. 

IIPWELLING.  Rise  of  the  main  thermocline,  and  the  underly¬ 
ing  deep-water  mass,  toward  the  upper  levels  as  the  warm 
surface  water  is  swept  away  by  the  winds. 

VELOCITY  GRADIENT.  Rate  of  increase  in  she  velocity  of 
sound  with  increasing  water  depth. 
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Coriolis  force,  59 

Currents,  ocean;  see  Ocean  currents 

Density  of  sea  water,  27.  59,  66,  69 
Diurnal  warming  in  the  ocean,  34 
Divergence  of  ocean  water,  68 
Diving  techniques,  submarine,  22-26 

Eddy  formation  in  oceans,  64, 72 
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Ocean  column  stability,  28 
Ocean  currents 
charts  of  world  currents,  68 
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Seasonal  thertnocliiic,  44 
Seasonal  variations  in  ocean  tempera¬ 
ture,  41-50 
Sediment  charts,  14,93 
Sediments,  marine,  92 
Sinking  centers  in  ocean,  70 
Skip  distance  effect,  20 
Slide  rule,  refraction,  9 
Sonar,  false  echoes,  21 
Sonar  echoes  from  fish,  21 
Sonar  range;  see  Range,  sonar 
Sound  absorption  by  mud,  15 
Sound  propagation  in  sea  water,  17-21 
Sound  velocity  in  sea  water,  19 
Stability  of  ocean  water  columns,  28 
Subarctic  convergence, 29 
Submarine  diving  techniques,  22-26 
Submarine  supplements,  13 

Temperature  of  the  ocean;  air-sea  tem¬ 
perature  difference,  40 
charts,  32 

coastline  effects,  77 

correlation  with  salinity,  51-55,  82-83 

depth-temperature  curves,  30 
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diurnal  variation,  .HI — 10 
effect  of  weather,  33,  10-1 1 
beat  exchange  relations,  38 — II 
•seasonal  variations,  -1 1-S0 
thermal  layers,  distribution  of  pit . 
maty,  27-32 

1  hernial  circulation  of  ocean  water, 
28-29 

I'liermal  gradients  in  ocean,  19,  l>7~32, 
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Thei  modme,  seasonal,  1 1 
I  hernioineter,  oceanographic  ■  eventing, 
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I  sciai  cniT'-nis.  80 

I I  .dismission  of  somut  in  *  sa  water, 
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f  'tidewater  camera,  15.  93 
Upweiling,  32,  78 


Velocity  of  sound,  variation  in  sea  water, 
19 

“Water-bottle"  (oceanographic  fust  r.),  29 
Waves,  structure  of  ocean,  -13 
Wi  nd  direction  charts,  (i9 
Wind,  effect  on  ocean  currents,  66,  69 
effect  on  ocean  t  hernia!  layers,  12 
Wind  velocity  scales,  12 
Winter  ocean  layers.  28 
Wieck  charts,  93 


tjsr 


-  -JT* 


